Biggest ever flower parade
makes it a day to remember

THOUSANDS of people flocked to
Spalding as sunshine accompanied the
town'’s fantastic 47th Flower Parade.

Revellers from across the country lined the
streets along the four and a half mile route to enjoy
the Anything Goes theme.

More than 700 people took part in the parade
itself - more than ever before - and as the tempera-
ture rose so did the camival atmosphere.

Things had looked bleak first thing on Saturday
as the town rose to rainfall and grey skies but by
lunchtime the sun had broken through and the
floats were ready to leave the Springfields arena.

As always the parade was led by the float carrying
South Holland Flower Queen Tara Hosier and her
deputy Jenny Larner-Peet.

Tara said: “This was the highlight of the year for
me and it really lived up to my expectations. It has
been brilliant.”

And Jenny said that after many years of watching
the parade as a spectator she had been delighted to
see it from the other side.

She said: “It was a fantastic daﬁ and it was great
to see so many people enjoying themselves.”

Visitors were given a real treat as local businesses
and groups used the Anything Goes theme to cre-
ate some of the best floats in the parade’s history.

Geest’s “Around the World with Geest” float
proved extremely popular with the crowds, largely
due to the mechanical hot air balloon attached to
the back which rose and fell throughout the Parade.

And Flamingo Holdings’ superb “Vikings” float,
which was decorated by staff and ridden by them
on the day, proved a real hit.

As well as the floral floats there were the new
musical trailers, bought with European Leader Plus
money, which local drama groups, brass bands and
schoolchildren used to perform a vast array of live-
ly music and dance routines.

® SOUTH HOLLAND Flower Queen Tara
Hosier (right) and Jenny Larner-Peet give a
royal wave to the crowds
from their leading

float, supplied by

South Holland
District
Council.

(1080a93)

And the entire parade was followed by a
Caribbean Carnival organised by a team at
Springfields and involving more than 300 South

olland schoolchildren.

Traders at Springfields, which was celebrating
its first birthday since its multi-million
pound development, and along the parade
route reported an excellent day of
business, while charity collectors from
both the Rotary Club and Lions
International were delighted with the gen-
erosity of visitors.

Insp Tony Smith, of Spalding Police, was
also pleased, saying that the day had passed
off reasonably peacefully with fewer arrests
than in previous years.

David Norton, chairman of the parade, told
the Lincolnshire Free Press: “I was certainly a
little worried about the weather at 6am and
when we were moving the floats at 10am but it
just got better and better. :

“We are actually learning more and more each
and every year and the new musical trailers were
very good, as was the carnival. >

“The feedback that we've received so
far makes us believe that it is certainly
one of the best there has been and that
is also the case with the number
of visitors. .

“Most pleasing was the fact
that all passed off safely and
without any major incidents.”

® The theme for next
year’s parade will be A Date
to Celebrate. «

® LEFT: Vikings from
Flamingo Holdings make
their way along the
parade route in a colourful
flower-covered boat.
(1080a104)




® RIGHT: Lincolnshire Free
Press and Spalding
Guardian Princess Harriet
Dodsworth and Prince
Patrick Kelly wave to the 3
crowds from the back of an g ' |
open top Land Rover
supplied by Parkside Land
Rover. (1081a227)

A GIANT pots and
colourful plants were
the order of the day
on the Water Wings

float entered by the

Festival Gardens
Centre at
Springfields.

® LEFT: Talented
young members of
the CIFA Majorettes
marched and twirled

their way through

Spalding Flower
Parade for the
first time.
(1081a228)

(1081a121)




Digging deep to fill flower parade collectors’ buckets

GENEROUS visitors to this year’s festiv-
ities dug deep into their pockets to help
the tireless fundraising efforts of the
parade clowns.

An army of colourful clowns walked
the four and a half mile route with col-
lection buckets to raise money for the
Rotary Club of South Holland, the
Spalding Lions and parade funds.

The kind-hearted clowns were all
members of the Rotary and Lions clubs
and were working alongside one anoth-
er for the second time after tremendous
fundraising success at last year’s event.

Rotary club member Peter Kite was
thrilled with another excellent collect-
ing effort and was one of a host of
clowns to bring a full bucket of money

back to Springfields.

He sai£”Thc crowds have been great
again this year and we seem to have
done better than the past two or three
parades. All our buckets certainly feel
very full and it has been hard work car-
rying them in the hot weather.

“We always dress up as clowns and
we seem to have become well estab-

lished with the parade. It has been
another brilliant year. All the money
we have raised will be divided between
the three causes.” Bl

Rotarian Chris Chew
delighted with the parade.

He said: “The weather was a worry in
the morning but it turmed out to
be fantastic.”

was also

Well done, Reg Dobbs

A MAN has been honoured for a
lifetime of agricultural achieve-
ments at a celebratory lunch dur-
ing Spalding Flower Parade.

Reg Dobbs OBE, a fifth generation
farmer from Pinchbeck, was this
year’s winner of the Worshipful
Company of Gardeners’ award.

Speaking after receiving the award
from Worshipful Company of
Gardeners’ chairman  Ramsay
Shewell-Cooper at the South Holland
Centre, Spalding, Mr Dobbs said: “1
thank you for the invitation and I
thank you very much for this gift.

“There aren’t many advantages to
ﬁetﬁng older but one of them is to

ave seen changes.

“The changes in the Flower Parade
have been tremendous and I hope it
will go from strength to strength. |
wish it every success for the future.”

Mr Dobbs (84) started work on a
100-acre family farm a?d hhas

rogressed to 1,400 acres of wheat,
garley, sugar beet, potatoes and daf-
fodil bulbs.
©  Mr Dobbs has also been a distin-
guished member of a number of busi-
nesses and societies, including:

@& Founder member of Spalding
Young Farmers’ Club;

o Former branch and
county chairman of National
Farmers’ Union;

@ Founder member and vice-chair-
man of Lingrain Co-operative;

@ Founder member of Lincolnshire

Bulb Co-operative and chairman for
ten years;

o Chairman of Kirton
Experimental Horticultural Station;

@& Governor of Glasshouse Crops
Research Institute;

@ Chairman of the
Consultative  Organisation  for
Research and Development in
Agricultural and Food;

@ Chairman of the Agricultural
Training Board;

© Member of the Potato Marketing
Board for Lincolnshire and on the
Potato Marketing Board research and
development committee;

@ Governor of Boston College and
Lincolnshire College of Agriculture;

@ Member of Deeping Fen Internal
Drainage Board;

@ Chairman of Springfields
Council after being one of its

Joint

founder members, administering
Springfields  Gardens, Spalding
Flower Parade and Spalding

Horticultural Exhibition (SHE).

Ramsay Shewell-Cooper said: “I
would say he’s the youngest Young
Farmer going and on an occasion like
this he deserves our praise for what
he has done.

“This man has done a lot, knows a
lot and does It right. May [ say well
done Reg Dobbs OBE.”

When he’s not working on the
farm, Mr Dobbs is a keen writer and
has published books including Bulbs
in Britain: A Century of Growing and
The Oldest Young Farmer.

-

A WORSHIPFUL Company of Gardeners’ chairman Ramsay Shewell-Cooper

(right) presents Reg Dobbs with his award. (1060a045)




A PARADE regulars Schuplatter Dance Troupe and Die Apfeltizers Band, who belted out
traditional Bavarian music from the bt(lck of a 1)963 Foden “Mickey Mouse” cab lorry.
1080a76

-

® RIGHT: Vikings from Flaming;) Holdings prepare to row their way along the parade
route. The elaborate Viking vessel was( dosigned)and decorated by staff from the firm.
g 1081a129




- A SPALDING Flower Parade mascot Tulipa
becomes one Of the first to take a ride in
one of Spalding’s fabulous new
Water Taxis.
- (1081a233)
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pictures by TIM WILSON, TONY JONES
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reports by ROB JERRAM, STEPHEN TYLER
and RICHARD LONG

A HELPING to round off the parade
with a carnival atmosphere were
hundreds of youngsters from south

Lincolnshire schools.
(1061a070)




@ ABOVE: Moulton Chapel ; @ BELOW:The history of the ® BELOW: Bouncing their
did itself proud with a » circus came to life in this year’ way through Spalding
Space themed float ®* parade thanks to a Circus Train were these colourful
designed and decorated by float by Friends of the Parade, characters on powerful

L
.

members of the village * complete with caged lion. bouncing stilts.
* (1081a247) (1081a250)

community. (1081a174)

® RIGHT:

The final
Let’s Dance

trailer

featured
live swing
music and
- dancing by
~ pupils and
staff from
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A YOUNGSTERS from the Polka Dot Arts
theatre group got the chance to lead the parade.
(1060a063)

.......................C...l............
: @ RIGHT: Rounding off the parade with some exotic

rhythms was Spalding Samba Band.
(1061a072)




