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by ANDREW BROOKES
andrew.brookes@jpress.co.uk

_ SUNNY Spalding was
. alive with a carnival
~ ' atmosphere on Saturday
<+ as crowds came out in
~ force to support the town’s
~ showpiece event.
Thousands flocked to the
town to see the famous pa-
rade weave its way through
the streets - and were also
dazzled by the colourful de-
lights at Spalding Flower Fes-
tival at Springfields.
The traditional parade
nearly came to an end last
year when the decision was
made not to continue follow-
ing the landmark 50th event —
but it returned with a new-
look after public outcry.
Parade organiser David
Norton said: “If I had to sum
it up in one word it would be
glorious. The weather, the
floats, the reaction from the
- public and the work of the
. participants all made for a
rious de.

“Given the fact that we had
| g all this uncertainty in the last
year it’s amazing what Spald-
ing can do when everybody
gets behind something.”
The 37-piece parade in-
cluded a floral cavalcade rep-
J resenting each of the five

‘Amazing what we
can do when we get

behind something’
— Organiser David Norton

decades of the event and a
new-look float for Free Press
Flower Queen Amy Coates.

Entries also included
marching bands, dance
troupes and a host of commu-
nity groups.

South Holland and the
Deepings MP John Hayes,
who helped save the parade,
sald: “This was a good foun-
dation to build on for the fu-
ture. The principal objective
was to keep the show on the
road and we did that very suc-
cessfully.

“Saving the parade was

critically important for
Spalding and I was proud to
play a part.”
Coun Eddy Poll, who also
helped secure the parade’s fu-
ture, said: “I didn’t know
quite what to expect after the
problems but we had a great
reaction.

“The weather was kind and
we had lots of bright, cheery
floats. It just goes to show
that the town deserves a pa-
rade and we hope it will be
even better next year.”

Mr Norton said he thought
the numbers that came were
“about average” although
probably slightly less than
two years ago but he believes
adverse national press cover-
age of last year's cancellation
may have had an impact on
the figures.
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It’s here! The front of the parade, led by the Tulip Radio float with Jan Whitbourn and Chris Carter walkmg in front.
Photo: SG020509-152MD
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SPALDING FLOWER PARADE 2009

The Taylors Bulbs PA van rolls into Hall Place
Photo: $G020509-145MD
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The Tulip Radio car, complete with little prince and princesses, takes to the road. The Tulip Flower Power mobile stage housed Minus One playing songs from the 1960s.
Photo: $G020509-147MD Photo: SG020509-153MD

Baytree Nurseries Garden Centre vintage van marks 40 years in the gardening industry Surfleet Scamps had to deal with a little as they p d through the streets of

X for the Weston firm.
- Spalding.
: o . Photo; SG020509-896TW Photo: SG020509-769TW
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Spalding
Common-based
martial arts
school the
Budokai
Blackbelt
Academy made
its debut in the

parade.
Photo

Left: Long
Sutton and
District Cycle
Club made its
49th
appearance in
the parade in
customary
style.

Photo
SG020509-
159MD

Band - w first entered the Moulton Chapel’s float called Strike up.the Band added a
touch of brass to proceedings.
Photo: SG020509-168MD.

The 13th Coventry Scout R ee thiougH King'aRoad
in 1966 - marches through Ki 5
parade in Photo: SG020509-831TW
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SPALDING FLOWER PARADE 2009

| Wisbech Rose Fair’s float blooms in the sunshine as it makes its debut in the flower parade.
‘ Photo: SG020509-805TW
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Spalding Ambassadors drum up support for the parade. Spalding Young Farmers’ Club has had an annual entry in the parade since the event:
Photo: $G020509-213MD Photo: SG0205|

: Lincolnshire Free Press and Spalding
i Guardian Prince Callum Lewis and Princess
Rebeca Adcock give a royal wave from an 5 .

open top, car supplied by Volkswagen dealer -
Crowsons of Spalding. % Friends of the Parade hop aboard the Smiley Train.

Photo: SG020509-825TW ¥ P ‘ Photo: $G020509-710TW
o= e -

i e
p N ,‘{-;&*




| Photo: SG030509-680TW

»
| .“.,,‘,t.u,».;..‘.n-}

} 16 SPALDING GUARDIAN, Thursday, May 7. 2009

e A\

Denise Beresford with one of the church flower displays
at Springfields

Page and Chloe Caddamy and Nicole Williams milk
Annabelle the wooden NFU cow

Musical entertainment from the unusually-dressed
Romsey Old Cadets Photo SG030509-672TW Buffham and Terry Smith Photo SG030509-675TW Photo: SGOROANAE72TW

Spalding Veteran Tractor Enthusiasts Charlie Cherry, John
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{ . Spalding
: i * Flower Festival
y' S " ’! NS A organiser Chris
< ~~w - Elliott
Mango Moon - Zack Colam, Gemma Goodall, Amy Whitby-Baker and Dan Bell - Photo: SG30509
entertained the crowds Photo SG040509-334TW 670TW

Firework spectacular
ends flower festival

SPALDING Flower Festival fin-

ished with a flourish with a spec
tacular fireworks display.

Springfields put on a three-day
celebration featuring floral dis
plays throughout its festival gar-
dens as well as marching bands, a
circus and live mnusic

The event reached a climax on
Monday night with a fireworks
show and performances from live
bands including Mango Moon
and the Mickey Money Boys Irish
Band

Flower Festival organiser Chris
Elliott.said: “Considering it was
the first event it was absolutely

quisite and everyone was ab- rix Potter, while there were also
marquees housing colourful
school and church displays and
art demonstrations.

Children from Asycoughfee
Hall School, Spalding, scooped
first prize in both the scarecrow
competition, sponsored by the
Lions, and the fairy garden con
test, sponsored by Adjustamatic

solutely gobsmacked by them

“People were coming up at the
end of the fireworks display and
shaking my hand and saying it
was the best they had ever seen."”

Springfields also put on a
colourful show on Monday with
it’s display fountains

During the three days of the
festival the Spalding Flower Pa
rade and Carnival Trust wel
comed Royal Horticultural Soci
ety gold medal and National
Association of Flower Arranging
Society exhibitors.

Static floral displays through

Pupils from St John’s Primary
School, Spalding, were runners
up in both competitions while
Spalding Parish Church Day
School pupils were third in the
scarecrow contest and Pinchbeck

stupendous. out the gardens depicted charac- East Primary School youngsters
“The circus was magnificent ters, such as the Owl and the came third with its fairy garden

and the floral displays were ex- Pussycat and the World of Beat- entry.

THE BEST RANGE AT

A fantastic fountain finale at Springfields Pholo?fGMOSOB-f!QTW
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> Competitive pricing

> 7 day price guarantee

» Honest and reliable service
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jing Flower Festival
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ilar fireworks display

OPENING TIMES: Mon-Fri 8.30am-6pm, Saturdays 8.30am-5pm
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SOUTH Holland had a touch of
Dutch spirit thanks to fundrais-
ing staff at Wygate Park Food-
store.

Employees at the Spalding
store, which is part of the Lin-
colnshire Co-operative, dressed
in Dutch costumes and raised
£370 for Marie Curie Cancer
Care. They timed their three-day

by RACHEL MAYFIELD
rachel.mayfield@jpress.co.uk

A COLLECTION of beautiful
tulip paintings will remain on
display in Spalding thanks to
Lord and Lady Taylor.
Standing Alone is a collec-
tion of 12 paintings, each de-
picting different types of
tulips, created by Canadian
artist Monique Martin.

& Dy
Going Dutch: Staff at Spalding Wygate Co-op, back (from left) - Carmen Bingham, Ellie Booth and
Tracey Holland; front - Sheila Pavlovic and Eileen Stevens.

MARIE CURIE
CASCER CARE
2009

.

fundraising drive to coincide
with Spalding Flower Parade
and those who were not in cos-
tume wore bright yellow charity
T-shirts.

Supervisor Ellie Booth said:
“We are very pleased with the
amount we raised. Everything
went really well.”

Marie Curie is Lincolnshire

They were first displayed in
Spalding last year and at the
end of the World Tulip Sum-
mit were bought by Lord and
Lady Taylor, of Holbeach.

The couple have agreed to
loan the collection to South
Holland District Council and
the paintings will remain on
display in the South Holland
Centre, Spalding.

The collection was officially
handed over by Lord and Lady

Monique Martin and Lord

-

Taylor.

Photo: SG010509-300N

Store team show some Dutch Spirit

Co-operative’s charity of the
year for 2008-09 and so far, staff
across the society have raised
more than £30,000.

Store manager Eileen Stevens
added: “We thought dressing up
at the same time as the Flower
Parade was an excellent idea. It
helped to get our customers in
the mood for a great event.”

Tulip collection
remains on view

Taylor during the Spalding
Flower Parade weekend.

At the reception Lord Tay-
lor also presented “thank you”
paintings to Francis Hanson
and Maurice Chappell, two of
the Springfields Horticultural
Society’s retiring trustees.

Students from Holbeach’s
George Farmer Technology
and Language College's cham-
ber choir performed some
tulip-themed songs at the event.

Pictured with some of the Standing Alone collection are: (from left) - South Holland District
Council chief executive Terry Huggins, district council chairman

Coun Francis Biggadike, artist
~ Photo: SGOT0509406NG
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Their stylish outfits won the Masqueraders the title af best float. Children from Moulton Chapel Primary School had a float in the unnunl pln;de
Phota' SG030509-711TW Photo: SG030509-690W 0509-6TW

ms'un shines on 30th Moulton Chapel parade

praised Spalding-based gling people out indiv|du-

Moulton Chapel Primary  There were also bargains

by JOHN BAKER larger counterpart in through Roman Road and Spalding Guardian did Rover, which was
john. baker@jpress.co uk Spﬂldmg and shared simi A bagpiping duo led the runner-up prince and awarded the “best classic 'School’s excellent Hawai- on offer at stalls around group the Sound Injectors al I would like to
although way followed by a classic princess Paul Lawrence car” accolade by guest ian style float provided a the village outside the who stepped-in at the last thank Dean (Fitchett) And

HUNDREDS of 1 sllch(l) windier conditions.  Citroen 2CV and a touch of and Ebony Munn greeted judge MP John Hayes. musical backdrop to the Wheatsheaf, the youth club, moment after another per- the group

01 People  “Around 15 floats, march-  brass in the form of the spectators with beaming ~ The bright orange outfits proceedings. and people's houses, whilea former pulled out - to pro- I would like to think
lined country roads for ng displays, and cars and  Strike up the Band float, ~smiles, alongside Village of the Harmony Majorettes  But the school float was Punch and Judy show en.  vide hits from popular acts  you all for coming
Moulton Chapel village agricultural vehicles from fresh from  its journey Queen Vicky Capel contrasted with the tradi- pipped to the post for best tertained the childrenat St including Scissor Sisters We have had a geat
parade’s 30th year. yesteryear started from the through Spalding the pre- Other classic vehicles in-  tional white of Moulton overall float award by the James’ Church. and Girls Aloud. time as always andjw PC Persuasion keeps

Sunday’s event tradition- youth club on Woodgate vious day cluded a Fordson Super Chapel’s very own Morris stylish outfits worn by  Eddy Poll, of the village'’s  Mr Poll told the crowd: will see you again gext Moulton Chapel Parade.
ally follows on from its Road before passing  Lincolnshire Free Press Major tractor and a splen-  dancers. lasquerade Tuliptime Committee, “I'm not usually one for sin- year” \ Photo: SG030509-698TW
g |

Lunchtime Offer

Mon - Sat 12.00 - 2pm * 3 courses £9.50

Starter: Garfic bread or jarfic bread with
cheese, served with masnated olives

Main: Any pizza or pastq dish
Sweet: home made desgert or coffee
175mi glass of red or

[ Any pizza or pasta
| £5 Monday - Fri 12 - 2pm

Uncolnshire Free Press and Spalding Guardian

runner-up prince and princess Paul Lawrence -~

and Ebony Munn greeted the spectators with Village Queen Vicky Capel and attendants Michael Seven and Amber
Bell.

beaming smiles. 2
Photo: SG030509-705TW. Photo: SG030509-701TW

Classic car winners Clarice and Peter Clements receive
their prize from MP John Hayes.
Photo: $G030509-712TW.

Tel: 01775 767696 Restaurint
e ke oy s -~ W STecspaldng oo ik

Superheros Batman, Robin and Superman, also
known as Alex Waters, Matt Badcock and Tom Field,
were on hand to lend some colour to the parade. pictures by chief photographer
Photo: SGDEOEDB—GBQTW TIM WILSON |

Rollergirls Emily Collings and Megan Buck get in
Tape the village. the camival
Photo" SG030509-688TW Photo: SG030509-687TW
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SPALDING FLOWER PARADE 2009

Spalding Water Taxi makes a splash in the parade.

Onlookers had to be patient for entry number 22 -
the Spalding Hospice Foundation bed push.
Photo: SG020509-205MD Photo: SG020509-208MD

 started. The Giles School of Old Leake d the Jap th d float A Forest of Cranes.
508-214MD

Rock and pop-themed dancing.
Photo: $G020509-215MD Photo: SG020509-217MD

\ulli J first bmdo entry for friends of Queen
Elizabeth Doll Houses.

Young cheerleaders from Diamondz DG Miss Jersey Holly Fraser
show off their routine.
i ‘Photo: SG020509-793TW

greets the crowds.
Photo: SG020509-839TW Photo: SG020509-179M1D




Eleven-year-old Emma Collinson, whose A static display character takes Paul

grandmother created this rabbit. Cunningham (3) under its wing.
Photo: SG020509-310NG Photo: SG020509-314NG

Antonia Angress and Sven Hopla entertain Katie Nash (3) and Phil the lizard say hello
Summer Lewis (5) in the circus ring. at Springfields.
Photo: SG020509-437NG Photo: SG020509-438NG
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The Breaston Highlanders Band make its way around Springfields. y
Photo: SG020509-389NG 2
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SPRINGFIELDS FLOWER FESTIVAL

Floral display a
hit with visitors

Feedback says good value for money — organiser

A FLORAL feast of colour Festival organiser Chris
greeted visitors to the Elliott said: “It has been su
Spalding Flower Festival perb and we have had some
at Springfields good lr%;ll).u‘k I have spoken
i o= to hundreds of people and
e S they all said that they en

spread throughout the Festi
val Gardens depicting char-
acters such as the Owl and
the Pussycat, The Golden
Compass and the World of
Beatrix Potter
There were also marguees
spectacular displays
from schools and churches,
art demonstrations, a butter
fly and wildlife exhibit and a
circus.

The arena contained a hall
devoted to Royal Horticul
tb?;ﬁomggﬁm ax:ﬂ_ land and we need to work to-
Flower Arranging Societie: 3 5 gether We have done that
exhibitg e Festival organiser this year but it hasn’t been

Chris Elliott. seamless.”

joyed themselves and thought
it was good value for money.”

Mr Elliott hopes more can
be done next year to ensure
the parade and festival com
bine together as part of a
whole weekend of events in
the town.

He added: “I think a good
de-brief needs to be held
People need to decide that
next year we need a cohesive
plan for the entire festival
We are all in it for South Hol
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Spalding girl Emily Eve Ransome (10) Cheryl and Zara Bames (2) take a peek at Tulipa sh ddle with A deep (8), Crowds enjoy the entertainment at

a
admires the displays at Springfields. the displays at Springfields. Vijay (8) and Ajay Singh (3). Springfields.
Photo: SG020508-308NG Photo: SG020509-309NG Photo: SGD20509-418NG Photo: SGO20503-343NG
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Pru Crosby from Spalding Arts and Crafts Society displays her skills
Photo: SG020509435NG
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