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AYSCOUGHFEE HALL AND
i TS HISTORY.

——E—

THE AcCQUISITION OF THE PROPERTY.

HE Ayscoughfee Hall and Gardens at Spalding were
acquired by the Town as a permanent Memorial of the
Dmmond Jubilee of the late Queen Victowia. As a result of a
&1 Molic subseription, over £1,000 were raised at the onset, and
e remainder of the purchase money, which, with legal costs,
amounted to £1,100, was borrowed upon the personal security

- of a number of Gentlemen having the interest of the Town at

A Sinee then some further liberal contributions® have been
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which body lont their cordial support to the enterprise, the
Town being in much need of a place of public resort such as
the Ayscoughfee Gtardens furnish.

The property was acquired from Mrs. Johnson, of Blun-
deston, Suffolk, but the purchase money (£2,000) is by mo
means regarded as the present value of the estate.

The Trustees of the property are Mr. S. Kingston, Mr.
G. F. Birch, Mr. H. L. Enderby, Mr. E. W. Gooch, Mr. M.
Taylor, and Mr. J. T. White, at that time all members of the
Spalding Urban Council ; whilst the Committee of Manage-
ment consists of Mr. S. Kingston, chairman; Mr. W. A.
Southwell, vice-chairman ; Messrs. J. T. Atton, G. F. Birch,
H. L. Enderby, W. Fletcher, G. W. Ham, G. Hopper, M.
Taylor, J. T.White, J. Wilson, E. T. Waring, T. C.Stubbs, H.
White, W. White, G. Birch, H. Birch, A. V. Seymour, and
E. A. P. Seymour. = The Hon. Secretary to the Committee is
Mr. A. L. Seymour, of Sheep Market, Spalding.

A short descriptive history of the Hall and Gardens is ap-
pended :—

The Hall.

YSCOUGHFEE Hall, which is a spacious brick Man-

‘ sion in the Tudor style, was built in the year 1420,
or thereabouts, by Sir Richard Aldwyn, a wool stapler, whose
son (Sir Nicholas Aldwyn) was Lord Mayor of London in the

ut 4% acres, including its fine
-noticeable for their mag-
great age and striking ap-
ommonly known as Love-
lyrood House, the resi-
in -part on the North ;
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THE HALL.—Another View.
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Sir Richard Aldwyn, it is recorded, ranked as one of the
benefactors of Spalding. He was a considerable contributor
to the funds of the church at Cowbit, and on the occasion of
the death of his son gave ‘“ twelvepence each tothree thousand
poor persons in and about Spalding,”

The estate was subsequently held by the Ayscoughs, a dis-
tinguished family in Lincolnshire, who settled in the north
of the county, and it is from them that the place takes its
name. The term “ fee ” signifies the knight’s fee—a terri-
torial grant made to the person knighted, as his estate, suffi-
cient to maintain his dignity—thus Ayscough Fee Hall meant
the Hall upon the estate, or manor, or fee of the Ayscoughs.

It is worthy of note that of this family (the name of
which was sometimes pronounced and often spelt ‘Askew )
was Anne Askew, the Martyr, who was first racked in the
Tower of London, and was then burnt with four others at the
stake, at Smithtield, on July 16th, 1546.

In the year 1619, the hall belonged to Bevil Wimberley:
and a member of this family (by marriage), who also occupied
the hall, was John Evington, who wrote a learned treatise on
Crown Law, the MS. of which was for sometime in the library
of Ayscoughfee.

About the middle of the seventeenth century, the estate
passed into the hands of the Johnsons, of Pinchbeck, a branch
of the Johnsons, of Rutland, the founders of Uppingham
School, and ever since then members of the Johnson family
have, as owners or occupiers, been associated with the estate.

In 1688, the owner and occupier of the Hall was Francis
Johnson, and the same year the marriage took place of his
daughter, Jane Johnson, the sole heiress of Ayscoughfee, to
Maurice Johnson, of Spalding, the father of Maurice Johnson,
the famous antiquary, and founder of the Spalding Gentle-
men’s Society, who also owned and occupied the Hall.

The last mentioned representative of the family was a
barrister-at-law, and practised in Spalding. He founded the
Gentlemen’s Society, the oldest institution of its kind in the




THE OLDEST PART OF AYSCOUGHFEE, with View
¥ of Ancient Glass (see page 5).
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kingdom, in the year 1710. His wife was the daughter of
Joshua Ambler, of Spalding, and was the granddaughter of
Sir Anthony Oldfield, and lineally descended from Sir Thomas
Gresham, the founder of Gresham College, and of the Royal
Exchange, London. By this lady, he had twenty-six children,
of whom it is recorded sixteen sat down together at his table.

“ - Later on, another occupant of the Hall was the Rev.
Maurice Johnson, who in 1798 took out the old stone window
frames and put wooden ones in, and also cut down the yew
trees which had formerly grown in front of the Hall. Subse-
quently, when the Hall had passed to another representative
of the family, new stone window frames were put in, and the
turret was also raised and beautified, whilst in 1845, a splen-
did coat of arms carved in stone was put up.

A very interesting feature is the Medallion, built into the
wall over one of the doorways at the back of the Hall. The
sculpture is rude; and time has left its mark upon it. Some
difference of opinion exists amqng archaologists as to the signi-
ficance of the scene depicted. It has been suggested by some
that it represents an adult baptism ; by others, that the kneel-
ing figure is suing for pardon for some offence at the King's
hands. A far more likely explanation, however, and one
favoured by so competent an authority as Dr. Perry, is that
it illustrates a gentleman being knighted by the King. What
appears to be the royal figure is seated, and in his right hand
he holds either the sceptre or a sword; if the latter, it would
be used in the act of “dubbing the Knight.” In the centre

| of the group is a gentleman with his left hand passed under
f the arm of a lady. To the extreme right is a personage, pay-
ing great attention to the same lady. His right hand appears
ab the back of her head, and their faces are in very close
roximity! The figures are dressed in costumes of the early
5 and it is by no means unlikely that the kneel-
ne ir | AI&% Lord Mayor

chestnut trees



A BIT OF ANCIENT SCULPTURE.—S8ec¢ Opposite Page.
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were planted on each side of the carriage road leading to the
back entrance of the Hall, whilst it is worthy of note that the
Hall was stripped of its thatch and slated in 1772.

For twenty-two years, the property was in the occupa tion
of the late Mr. C. . Bonner and his representatives, the
owner being Mrs. Johnson, late of Blundeston Lodge, near
Lowestoft (and now residing at Felixstowe), widow of aformer
Maurice Johnson ‘who lived at the Hall.

The mansion contains some interesting pictures, and some
_ valuable old glass, as well as seventeenth century heraldic
5 glass, but most of the family portraits are now in Mrs. John-
| son’s possession.  An historical lock and key, of vast propor-
tions, which belonged to the keep of Tailbois’ Castle, and
which formerly hung in Ayscoughfee Hall, was removed some

years ago, and its whereabouts is not now known.

The Hall contains very fine drawing and dining rooms,
E each about thirty feet long, the former leading into the
library by means of, a pair of folding doors. The library walls
3 and ceiling are handsomely panelled in mahogany. There
are thirteen bedrooms and two dressing-rooms, whilst in the
turret there is also a very large room. A spacious billiard
room has been added to the Hall, which has undergone vari-

ous alterations at different times.

It is worthy of note that Father Ignatius, the well-known
Anglican Monk, was educated at Ayscoughfee, and from a
letter received from him prior to the publication of the first
story, it is evident that he still feels an inte-
f his student days. In sending a donation
ither Ignatius says he keenly sym-
in their endeavour to retain the
; of the townsfolk of Spalding.

A
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The Gardens.

HE Gardens, which are the special attraction of the
place, are set out in the old Dutch style, of which there

are but few existing examples. The yew hedges before men-
tioned are amongst the finest in England, and are said to be

nearly five hundred years old, dating back to the time of the
erection of the Hall.

They are described by Mr. G. F. Barrell, J.P., F.R.H.S.,
who may be taken as an authority on the subject, as not to
be matched in their own style of picturesque beauty, and as
bemg greah% superior to those of the Duke of Cleveland, at
Battle, one of the other best examples in the country.

In the grounds is an ornamental fishpond, for which fresh
water is from time to time taken in from the River Welland
lr}y means of a tunnel. At the further end is situated the

ower and fernery. Here is an old-time smoke-room, and
a staircase leads to the owl-chamber, the Tower being the
resort of thése birds at the present time.

Near to the Tower is a spacious Ice-house. On the lawn
in front of the drawing-room are two lead figures, said to have
been dug up from the bed of the River Thames. The beauti-
ful Gardens are much frequented by Residents and Visitors,
who are loud in their praise of such a Charming Resort.

here is a good sized Paddock adjoining the Ga,.rdena,'-

ilised as a Recreation Ground for children,

n  advant throughout the year.
of the Hall and
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Gifts to Ayscoughfee.

MONGST the gifts which have been made to the

Ayscoughfee Committee have been some Thirty Pie-

tures, presented to Spalding by Mr. Edward Gentle, of London

(a native of Spalding and formerly in business in the town),

and now exhibited in the Drawing Room of the Hall. ~These
pictures are as under :—

“ The Scheldt, Texel Island”; * Lynton, North Devon'; * Near
Skegness, Lincolnshire ”’; * The Shepherdess ”; ¢ Children on the
Beach—old Hastings ”’; ‘“Leaving Port” (after Clarkson Stanfield);
“ Boats near Rottingdean, Sussex " ; * Fishing Boats near Brixham,
Devon”; “The * Glen ’”"; * The Toll Gate ” (winter); ** Farmstead
and Church ” (winter); **Portsmouth Harbour”; * Fruit,” Artist
unknown; do.do.; Chromo Litho; do.; ¢ Frigate and Dutch
Galliot, off Dover”; Portrait of Mr. Gentle, by Tanquery, Paris;
“ Sawbridgeworth Meadows”; ‘ The Corn Field,” painted by J.
Kinnaird; *“Homeward Bound, off the North Foreland”; ‘ Deal
Luggers Racing to a Vessel on the Goodwin Sands”; ‘ Fishing
Boats at Sea ” (sunrise); “ Interior of Milan Cathedral,” Artist Un-
known; ¢ Entrance to the Port of Ostend ”; * Off the Coast of
Devon "”; Chromo Litho—* Children and Bird’s Nest’; '‘Near
Brixham ”; “ Fishing Smack off Harwich,” by J. Moore, Ipswich ;
“ Off Ferrol.”

Mrs. Johnson, the former owner of the property, contri-
buted two valuable Oil Paintings, these being Portraits of her

late Husband and herself.

Alderman Jackson, of Grimsby, a native of Spalding, has
given a presentation portrait of himself, and a collection of
objects, including a Miniature Ship made by himself ; and
interesting Old Weapons and Curios gathered from various
parts of the world.

A Bedstead upon which our late Queen (then Princess
Victoria) slept at Wansford, when on her way to visit Burgh-
ley House, Stamford, is in one of the upper rooms, having
been presented by a Townsman.

A pair of fine Swans (also the gift of a Townsman) were
presented to the Committee and placed in the Lake, where
they were for some time the admiration of the visitors, but in
consequence of the limited water space, they died in the
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course of a few months,  One was preserved, and is now in

the Hall.

One of the original objects was that the Hall should be
utilised in part as a Museum and Picture Gallery, and the
gifts already received will form the nucleus of such a collec-

tion.

Admission to Ayscoughfee.

Ayscoughfee Gardens are open throughout the year from
9 a.m. till dusk; Sundays excepted, when the hours during
which the public are admittted are from 12 to 1 and 3 to 5
o’clock.

The Charge for Admission is 8d., but assistants engaged
in business may secure tickets for the season at 1s. each. In
other cases, single tickets are issued at 2s. each, and family
tickets at 5s. each for the season. The last-mentioned in-
cludes visitors staying in the house.

There is, however, Free Admission every Saturday, from

2 o'clock till 7.
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A Spalding Legend.
A |

““The Maid of Ayscoughfee,”

By Ricearp Harris, K.C.

HATEVER virtues men possess,
They've but one sin—’tis Selfishness.
From this most fecund of all roots,
Majestic, towering Pride upshoots :
A self-embracing growth, so narrow
"T'would scarce give shelter to a sparrow.
With arms upstretched will Greed implore,
And worship God by asking more ; .
But Outstretched, like the cedar tree,
Is wide extending Sympathy.
@ ‘While Selfishness is Heaven inclined,
Religion looks to poor mankind.
This Truth, in time, all men will know ;
This hatefnl Sin my tale will show.

There stands, in Spalding’s ancient town,
A house of high and weird renown ;

1ts history bears you far away

To Thorold, Earl of Mercia’s day.

‘What deeds were done in those old times,
‘What virtues gmhsed or what crimes,
Need not be told—enough for me

The later days of Ayscough-fee.

But e'en these days are too remote,

1y & name
ied to Fame ;

i.
]
b
’:
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Oblivion’s dust-heaf ! Only Mind

Leaves monumental Thoughts behind.

No name, no fame, and no inseription,

No moss-grown truth eked out with fiction,
Can here be found on stone or wall

To tell what once was known to all,

In vain the anxious wanderer searches
"This glorious pride of Lincoln churches ;
In all that pile so grand and hoary,

| SPALDING,PARISH CHURCH.
' d
ot a record of her story ;
f where her dust may be—
maid of Ayscough-fee.

?; h = ‘t|
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In all the mother you could trace

The high distinction of her race :

If Love the dame had ever known,
"T'was like what sculptor gives to stone,
Unhallowed, passionless, and chill,

Fit subjeot for a tyrant will.

O Love, unless thou reign supreme,
Thou'rt but a puppet or a dream,

A shapeless phantom of the brain,
Which restless Hope pursues in vain ;
Let once the glow of love be lost,

And Life will harden like a frost.

The maid was fair—'tis not my duty

To give each item of her beauty : .
All Spalding knows that sweet blue eyes

Will cause more longing than surprise ;

And tresses of the golden hue

Will go right well with eyes of blue.

But her chief beauty was expression,
The gracious calm of self-possession.
Men saw and loved, as men must do,
And lord and knight came there to woo.
But she was not the maid to win

By boots and spurs and warlike din ;
These blusterous lovers might as soon
Have wooed a meteor or the moon,

As this sweet pride of womankind,

For they were matter, she was mind.

No Love had purified their passion,

For Love is not a thing of Fashion.

And so they Jmssed in brave review,

A noble band, but none she knew :—
"T'was strange—and sad—mysterious, too :
She would not wed what’er might be,—
This lovely maid of Ayscough-fee.

Now Love, that ever scorns control,
iWh-at mortal chains can bind the soul ?)
It had, in that despotic day,

As now, its own peculiar way.

Tt comes like ] ;5 like 1he
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Alas ! that I should fear to tell !)—

he loved—No knight of high estate—
No Baron—no one worldly great—
But one who yet possessed some grace
Beyond the pride of rank or race.
He was—the Chaplain ! Heaven forgive !
For maids must love if maids must live.

But who, I wonder, would engage

To tell that anxious father’s rage ?

He stormed ; he raved ; each word he spoke
They feared an apoplectic stroke.

He cursed his daughter and her mother ;
He swore they leagued with one another -
Leagued only to disgrace his name,

And bring his honoured race to shame ;

He cursed all round and got much worse
When there was no one else to curse.

At last, more calm, paternal power
Consigned his daughter to the tower :
The tower that e’en to-day you see
O’erlooks the stately Ayscough-fee.

But he who caused this sad commotion
Will have to cross ‘ the briny ocean.”
O ! had the father met him now,

With anger reeking on his brow,

This lover had in shorter time

Been sent to some remoter clime.

Now, in these conflicts with our fate,
Prudence oft comes a little late.

She came to this ingenuous youth

Just when sweet Maud confessed the truth
And then ’twas better to depart

Than break that anxious father’s heart.

Ah me ! e’en Priests, if men, are human,
And their hearts to lovely woman.
weet temptation
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But who can tell if Love survives

The shock that ends our mortal lives ?
The moment that his soul was free,
"Twas with the maid of Ayscough-fee.

- —— o
d mn By 7 e @ AT &
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Though men may drink and maidens pray.
If Dove's sweet law had governed men,
There never had been need of ten,
Disorder rei%ned as though a legion

Had broken from th’ infernal region.

The father fierce, the scowling mother,
Were pitted one against the other,

When winter came with mournful howling,

Like some wild beast in hunger prowling,

"T'was certain Death’s dark wing was nearing,
Though Pride was far above all fearing.

The death watch ticked distinct and clear,

At dusk the doleful owls drew near,

The cock crew strangely in the night,

The bats wheeled low their darksome flight—
What need of these ? Though signs they were—
The seal of Heaven was fixed on her.

On New Year’s Eve they sadly hear
The bells ring out that fateful year :
But when they ceased their clam’rous glee
There was no maid of Ayscough-fee !

And now what boots it to relate

The wretched parents’ awful fate ?

The course of Nature, who can stay it ?
Pride has its price, and men must pay it.
The general woes of human kind

Are but the whistling of the wind :
Some special ill excites our wonder,

And shakes us like a shock of thunder—
Such shock was theirs ; and devastation
Mocked at their idle lamentation.

Life’s flickering light no longer burned—
To smoke and shadow all waa turned.

One night. s tude and hlusiseus night,
vne_mg | mnhonwithheadlgzﬂicht-
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Just as of old she wandered there,—
Passed by, with love that still could be,
That beauteous maid of Ayscough-fee !

The stern man trembled—ne’er till now
Had fear bedewed that haughty brow :
And She, the cold hard thing of Pride ?—
She gave one little scream and died !

And then 'twas said the Kuight began

To be a changed and better man :

If so, it shows us all anew

What mighty things a ghost can do!

With most men, when their days diminish,
They scarce begin before they finish.

The good Knight found, at his last breath,
That * Life was earnest ’—so was Death.

Some folks there are in every nation

Who ‘ simply ask for information ” ;

And they’ll demand (politely so),

¢ Dear writer, how came you to know ?
To them in all good faith I say,

It came in a most curious way :

Ther is an owl house near that walk,

And owls, though wise, do sometimes talk :
The owls knew all, and well they might,
They are so often out at ﬁht,
And, as I'm somewhat meditative,

I speak their language like a native—
"Twas they who told the tale to me

R —






Lincolnshire, Boston, and

Spalding - -
" Free Predd,

EVERY TUESDAY, ONE PENNY.

FIRST IN

(s NEWS,
INFLUENCE, &
ENTERPRISE.

The Only Newspaper Printed in Spalding.
ZENS 1O

Offices : 5, Nall Place, Spalding.




FRED DRIFFILL,
Market Place, SPALDING,

FOR GOOD VALUE IN

GENERAL DRAPERY

Millinery. Mantles. Jackets. Costumes. Capes.
Dresses. Underclothing. Corsets. Gloves. Hosiery.

Umbrellas. Aprons, Flannels, Flannelettes.
Calicoes.  Sheetings. Quilts.  Blankets.
R

20, MARKET PLACE, SPALDING.

W. S mith, Photographic Artist,

Priory Studio & 18, Station Street, Spalding,
Rembrandt Art Studio, Sleaford (late Downes)

Cabinets from 10s. 6d. doz., Carte de Visites 5s., Midgets 2s. 6¢.
Enlargements from Old Faded Photographs

in Carbon, Bromide, Water Colour, and Oils, made to any size.

Photo Frames in every Style and Size. . . . .
Pictures Framed, splendid Selection of latest Mouldings.

Sole agent for Geo,Rowney & Co.’s Oil Colours & Materials.

Special Attention given to Out-door Photography, Family
Groups, Horses, Houses, Estates, &o.

Wedding Parties or Groups at Ayscoughfee Photographed by
arrangement, without extra charge.
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Plumber, Glazier, & {]gls__F.ittelj,

Sanitary & Hot Water Engineer,

15 & 16, Station Street, Spalding.

Electric Bell Fitter. Incandescent Lights. Large Assortment
of Gas Globes. Crown, Sheet and Plate Glass; also
Ornamental, Coloured, & Horticultural Glass.

—

F. GEORGE is the Oldest Established Plumber and
Glazier in Spalding.

Personal and Prompt Attention given to Jobbing Work.
Estimates Supplied Free.

SRS

J. J. CHILVERS

(21 YEARS WITH MESSRS. S. AND G. KINGSTON),

AUCTIONEER, VALUER, LAND AGENT,
AND ACCOUNTANT,

Duly Certified Bailiff under the Law of Distress
Amendments Acts, 1888 and 1895,

16, SHEEP MARKET, SPALDING.

Sale of Fat and Store Stock at Spalding, every Tuesday.

Beast, 9.15; Sheep, Lambs, and Pigs, 10.30;
Furniture, &ec., 11.30; Horses, 12.15.

ALL SETTLEMENTS ON DAY OF SALE.

Agent for Proctor & Rylands’ Artificial Manure ; also for the
Ocean Accident and Guarantee Corp., Ltd.

L%.




Unmounted Photographs.

Eight Beautiful Permanent Collotype Pictures.
Price—1s. per Packet. By Peost, 1s. 1d.

List Spalding Parish Church, Interior of Parish Church ;
Ayscoughfee Hall, Holyrood, and Church; Spalding
of Market Place, Lock's Mill Flooded, Welland Terrace

WYiews — and River Welland, Boston Stump, Crowland Abbey.

These are a very fine series of Piotures, and every one quite dis-
tinet from the views contained in the Spalding View Albums.

ORTAINABLE ONLY FROM THE

Free Press Company, Ltd., 5, Hall Place, Spalaing.

The Spalding Pictorial Postcard,

With Three Lovely Views of the Town, and the Spalding Coat of Arms.

Price, Three a Penny.

HANDSOME PHOTOGRAPHS
of Spalding and District,

Including Mounted and Unmounted Views, Framed
Pictures, Stationery Boxes, Blotting Pads, Plush Blocks
and Easels, Lovely Handkerchief and Glove Boxes, &ec.,
&ec., stocked in Great Variety and at all Prices, by the

Spalding Free Press Printing
' and Publishing Co., Ltd.

" Nothing like them to decorate the Home, and no present so suitable for
Friends.

The Company have the Largest Assortment of Pictures to be found in the
southern part of the County.

Over a Dozen different Pictures of Ayscoughfee Hall & Gardens.



The “Free Press” Co., Litd.,

O, HALL PLACE, SPALDING,

ARE PUBLISHERR OF

Two Lowvely SHILLING

Photographic

View Books. .

Mo e SR s g
‘The Spalding View Album’

Chhtains 30 Charming Photographs of the Town, with a carefully
})repa.rt;d and most interesting description of each—a feature not
ound in albums published by any other firm. Churches and
Chapels, Market Scenes, Bits of 0ld Spalding, Pictures of the
TOWI_J in bvfone days, Flood Pictures, and Historic Processions,
are included, the Book being the finest and most complete
obtainable.

‘Fenland Pictures’

Comprises 29 Lovely Views, with an accurate and interesting
description of each. Included in the book are fine Photographs of
Lincoln Cathedral, Peterborough Cathedral, Boston Stump,
Crowland Abbey, Spa'ding and other well-known South Lincoln-
shire Churches, and Picturesque Fenland Scenery.

R i R

Nothing equal to them anywhére else. Pictures as Presents
always please, and friends away will be delighted to be re-
minded, by means of these Books, of old times and old scenes.

Price, 1s. each. By Post, 1s. 3d.




CHAPMAN'S DINING and TEA ROOMS.

E. CHAPMAN and SON,

Pastry Cooks and Confectioners,
13, STATION ST., SPALDING.

A large Assortment of High-class Chocolates.

Pastry, Buns, Scones, Fancy Cakes, dc., fresh daily.

Ices, Blanc-Mange, Trifle, Jellies, &c. Wedding,
Christening, and Birthday Cakes made to order on

the shortest notice. Fruit Pies, Pork Pies, Muffins,
Crumpets, Fritters.

Milk Bread and Yorkshire Tea Buns a Speciality

Wedding Cake Boxes, Confetti, dc. Mineral Waters.

The Largest, Best, and Cheapest Stock of

Clothing, Hats, Caps, and Ties,

And Every Description of

Outfitting, &c., is at

L BT CHERS,

6, Market Place, Spalding.

Straw Hats, Linen Hats, Harvest Hats,
&ec., in Great Variety.

A Magnificent Selection of BOYS’ SUITS,
In .all the Leading Shapes.




ESTABLISHED UPWARDS OF A CENTURY.

WATCHMAK ERS,
SILVERSMITHS &
JEWELLERS,

Market Place, Spalding.

Chome Stock of Gold & Silver Watches & Chains,
Gem, Wedding, and Keeper Rings,
and every description of Jewellery.
€lectro Silver Goods, handsome Odisplay of

Silver pPlate, Marble ano other Clocks,
suitable for Presentation.

O R T
A good assortment of Spectacles & other
Optical Goods.

* Special Attention given to Repairs of all kinds.
0ld Gold or Silver Bought or Exchanged.




