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PAPERS on the FENS of LINCOLNSHIRE,
By W. H. Wheeler, Surveyor to the Corporation of Boston;
Being a descripsion of the Rivers Witham and Welland,
and their FEstuary; and an account of the reclamation
and drainage of the Fens adjacent thereto. R
The author of these papers having lately had occasion
to examine the documents relating to the Outfail of the
Drainage of the Fens, was induced by the interest of the

* subject to extend his researches into the various works

thatibear upon their general history and reclamation, and
has collected togetber a mumber of facts and statistics
| sufficient to enable him to|complete a short history of the
Fons of this part of the cdunty of Lincoln. He considers
that an account of the meuns that have been adopted for
| the drainags and emclosuie of 250,000 acres of land, a
gpace larger than some of the Hnglish counties, which
from having been little better than a mere morass, has
become one of the richest tracts of agricuitural land in
the country, must of itself be interesting, however badly
the subject may be treated by the author. These papers
pretend to no originality or literary merit whatever, bat
will ba simply a collection of facts compiled iromn various
works that in any way treat of the subjsct, many of which
are mow out of print; and the reports of engineers and
otber official documsents, not accessible to the general
pubic. No complete accsunt of the later history of the
Fens exisss. The earlier' history has been partinily de-
seribad by Sir W. Dagdale, in his treatise on Embankirg
and Draining, and much interesting matter, bearing «n
the subject, is to be found in Elstob’s History of the Bid-
| ford Level, and Iogulph's History of Crowland. Mr,
' Thompson, in his History of Boston, bas also devoted a
short space to the Fens; but the design of his work,
being confined to a History of the Town of Boston, em-
braces only a brief outline of the Fen history. Fiom
these and various other spurces the author has collected
his information, aund wheuever practicable has preferred
to use the langnage of the suthor he quoted to that of
his own. The papers will be continued from time to
time, and are intended fo commence with a full account
of the last successful attempt to reclaim the Fens, but in
order to render the sahject more clear the first chapter
will ba devoted to a skeich of the original formation of
the disfrict and the vari]{?ua changes it has undergone ;
the s:cond chapter will he devoted to the river Witham
and the Fens adjicent thersto ; the third to the East,
West, and Wildmoor Fens ; the fourth to the Holland
Fen and the Black Sluice District; the fifsh to the Wel-
land and Deeping Fen ; ‘the sixth to Boston Harbor and
Haven ; and the las§ to the Estuary, and the various
| schemes that have been Drought forward for its improve-
[ ment in connection with the drainage and navigation.
Boston, Angust, 1867. .
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CHAPIER L—TIntrodutlion and FBarly History of the Fens,

The Great Level of the Fens comprises nll that vast tract
of land on the east cogst, extending southwards. from the
high Iands in Lircolashire, for ad/stance of about 60 miles,

and o cupying portionsof sixeo&llxties It is only the history !

of the northern portion thac will be sketched ous in these
Papers, or that part bounded on the north by the Steepirg
river and the villages of Toynton, Revesby, and the city ot
Lincoln ; on the west by the Car Dyke ; and on the south
by the river Welland ; and comprising the East, West, and
Wildmore Fens, the lands adjacent to the Witham, known
as the six districts, Holland Fen and the Black Sluice
Level. and Deeping Fen and the lands on the north of
the Welland. 4

The Fens have obtained a world wide notoriety, and a
general though very erroneous impression prevails, among
these who have not visited this county, that Lincolnshire
is a dull and dreary land, to be avoided by all whom ne-
cessity or the calis of business do not compel to visié
its inattractive scenery. But although the fens include
an area of about 500,000 acres (equal in extent to some of
the English counties). there yet remains cf Lincolnshire
Jﬂ?’-\ut one and a quarter millions of acres, which can vie
with any other part of England for the picturesqueness of
its scenery and the salubrity of the climate; while the
rich grazing and cern lands of the fens rtand unrivalled
for their productiveness, and are cultivated by inhabitants
whose condition, general physique, and health will bear
very favourable comparison with apy other districé of
Great Britain.

The original formation of the soil of these fens, although
recent in the geological classification, takes us back to a
time anterior to ths existence of man, when the whole of

this district was beneath the waters of the sea For a -

depth of nearly €00 feet nothing has been discovered but
an aqueous deposit of clay mixed with shells and stones,
Af the time when this history commences, this deposit had
accumulated to such a height as to be above the orcinary
tides, and only the lower portion of the Fens, or the @arts
nearast to the sea, were under ordinary circumstances over-
flowed by their action. Possibly trees had already grown
to a considerable sizs on the higher portion, or that furthe sb
removed from the sea ; and on spots here and there in the
lower parts, which had risen higher than the rest; as we

see in the villages of Stickney and Sibsey at the present .

day, and these were doubtless inhabited by the aborigines
of the island. The rest was covered with coarse grass,
eometimes available for pasturage, and at others inundated
in turns by the overflowings of the rivers and the tides.
The land at this tima was peopled by the Britons, a rude,
uncultivated race of men. Their religion was one thab
sought the solitndes of woods and dark groves for the ob-
gervance of their mysterious and sometimes sapguinary
rites, and probably the priests availed themselves of the
secret recesses of the fens for the erection of their altars.

In the year 556 B.C, the Roman Generals, ever seeking
fresh conquests to add laurels to their arms, first sought

out and invaded the island of Britain, and having once ob-

tained a footing found the corntry ro profitable that they
remained here for a period of nearly 600 years. While we
look to the sober pages of historical facts for a correct
Eknowledge of the doings of byegone days it is pleasing to
allow our imagination to be assisted in realising the events
those facts discluse by a perusal of the works of writers of
fiction who have endeavoured to render our ancient history
a true and living picture. All who take a delight in this
clash of literature will call to mind the charming and vivid
description of Esca, the British chieftain, a slave at Rome,
and thé old Roman general, who was reminded by the
presence of his Saxon sttendant of his buried loves and
hopes in the far off woods of conguered Britain, where all
his glorious deeds of arms were saddened by the recollec:
ton of the falr hatred British maiden he had seen and

wooed in the Britizh forest.

The Romans, having opee firmly established themselves
in the island, maintained their conquest by the presence |
of a large force, which was stationed at severa! military
depdts, seattered throughout the country Of these Lin
ccln be ame the head quarters of the midland district, cr
t at pari of the ountry then inbabited by the Coritani.
The thorough knowledge and appreciation of agricultural
aits, ever so prominent in the Romans, would lead them
at once to see the value of the large tract of fen land lyin
80 near their station ; and the experience they had acquire
:n euclosing and dvaioing, about this time, similar tracts
«f roarsh land in: he south of Italy, and also in the Belgian
I ro-inces, and in constructing through the Pomptine fens
a large cubt, which terved the double purpose of a sewer
aniacan:] would at onke suggest to them the feasibility
ot reclaimi g the great level of the fens, The labour
neces ary in carry ng out the work would prgvide ample |
employment for their soldiers and captives; it being ever
a practice with the Roman generals to keep the lepiong<~
f.om idleness and discomtent by constant employment ;*
and by this salutary ruie they had ever at their disposal a
mighty force whiih #nabled them to carry out these vast
engineering works, te fraces of which, even at the present
day, are to be found in every country which they subdued.

Another powerful motive that would lead to the er-
banking of the fens doubtless arose from the security they
afforded to the natives, who, a3 related by Marcellinus,
“not dwelling in the towns but in cottages within fenny
places, compassed with thick woods. baving hidden what-
soever they had most estimation of, did more annoyanee
to the wearied Romans than they received from them
In fact the fens would form a sort of camp of refuge for
the Britons, as later they did fo the Saxons, where it
would be impossible for any miiitary force to follow and
dislodge them ; and it is evident the Romans could neither
pasture their cattle on the marshes nor enjoy any security
for their property until the natives were hunted out of
thelr retreats.

Having once undertaken the reclamation of the watery
waste, the Romans proceeded ip the most skilful and ar-
tistic manner, pursuing a course that has been taken asa
model by the engineers of modern times, being adopted by
Mr. Rennie in his stheme for the drainage of the East and
‘West Fens. The work divided itself into two parts—the
embanking, to shut out the sea water ; and the drainirg,
to void the rainfall falling on tha surface of the enclosed
land, and alsc poured on to it from the higher ground ad-
jacent. To effect this latter object a large catchwater
drain was made, skirting the borders of the fens, inter-
cepting the water from the high lands, and preventing it
pouring on to and inundating the fem. This cut com-
menced pear Lincoln, communicating with the Witharm,
and extencled along the whole western side of the fens till
it joined the Walland, and thence continued to the Nena.
Is was made npavigable, and would afford communication
batween Peterboro’ and Lincoln, and also with ships
coming by sea, by means of the rivers Nene or Witham,
and give an easy means of transporting military stores and
provisions to their inland depdts. The canal is known by
the name of the Car Dyke, and its course may be clearly
traced at the present day. Ample testimony to the wis-
dom that designed it is provided by the various projects
that have been brought forward by modern engineers for.
utilising such parts of it as passed through the fens, then
immediately under their consideration. The course of
another artificial cub or drain may be traced in the ** West-
lode,” which drained the low lands towards Crowland and
Deeping Fen and emptied into the Welland.

The drainage of the interior of the fens was provided by
other cufs, the remains of which are searcely to be traced
at the present day, but there is no doubs the O1d Ham-
mond Beck was one of these. These interior drains,
which discharged their contents into the rivers, were pro-
tected by sluices, but the rivers themseves were emcanked l
and the tides allowed to have their free course up them,
ships navigating the Witham as far as Lincoln. E
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The #ea was shut out from overflowing the low lands by
those s;apendous embankments which surround the level,
and on the integrity of which, at this very time, depends
the safety of all this distriet One breach in these banks,
?.nd in a few hours property to an enormeus amount would
immediately be destroyed, and the land rendered a scene
of desolation. These embankments, as vjewed at the pre-
sent day giye but little iden of the magnitude of the labour
involved in their censtruction. To form a more correct
idea of this, it must be borne in mind that sioce that time
the land has beem raised several feet in height, and the
base of them, which at the period of this erection stood
above the surrounding ground, now forms part of it. The
banks enclosiag part of the great level to which this his-
tory is confioed extend to a length of upwards of 50 miles
—ab 80 great an expenditure of time and labour was this
land reclaimed from the sea. .

The great c#tre of the Romans, after having thoroughly
embanked and-drained the land, was to provide the means
of easy commanication by the construction of roads, These
were not formed on the principle followed by the re-
claimers of the fens of our generation Jwho deemed it snf-
ficient to leave a wide space and call it a road, but were
constructed in the most solid and substantisl manner, with

+ brick and stones cemented together, and laid in regular
courses, with a concrete foundation, and so solidly and
firmly were they built that traces are constantly being dis-
covered in a complete state of preservation., The chief
road passing through this district was a loop line of the
Great North-road, or Ermin street, which, after crossing
the river Nene, pursued a N.E course througa Thurlby,
Bourn, towards sleaford, and thence through Ruakingcou’
Dorrington, Blankney, aod Metheringham, o Lincoln,
where it joined the wain line, .

Another road, across the country from the salt mines in
Worcestershire is supposed to have passed through the
fens by Bolingbroke, stickford, Sibsey, and so to Bostop,

| and across-the Witham by a ferry near Redstone Gow&.
thence to Kirton and Donington, and so on.in a atra.ig’hi
line 1711 it joined the branch above-des-ribed. Theremairs
| of this road may be clearly traced in the Bridge. end cause-
way, and by foundation of stone and gravel which has been
laid bare throughout its gourse ; as also by milestones, one
! of which, near the Pincushion inn at Wyberton, remained
in existence until quite recently.

The land, thus embanked drained, and provided with

' roads, soon b:came fertile and covered with vegetation
and trees, which appear from the remains that have

. been discovered to have flourished more vigorously in thoss
daya than they have under the more recent reclamation.
Besides thus aftording employment and subsistencs to the
Roman colonist, this part of the country doubtless also

! provided materials for export to the mother country, hoth
mauufactured and in their natural state. Of the latter
kind, some of the British oyaters, which were held in such

| great esteem by the epicures of the imperial city, were pro-
bably taken from their beds in the ** Metaris Estuarium,”
known in modern days as Boston Deeps; and of the for-
m:r it is supposed by some antiquaries thatthe salt pans
the remains of which have been discovered on many parts of

- this coase, are due to the art and industry of the Romans,
The practice of manufacturing salt, by evaporating sea
water in_pans or reservoirs dug on the margin of a tidal
stream, is exceedingly ancient, and the known skill and
ability with which the Romans availed themselves of every
opportunity of turning to good account the gifts of naturs,
may fairly Jead us to suppose that they would adopt so
simpls a means of providing themselves with a supply cf a
commodity as valzable and scarce as salt was in those
days. It is cerfain, from the mention in many old Sazon
chronicles of the numerous grants of land in which salt
pan: are mentioned, that their sucecessors’ knew of this
mathod of making salt, and that it was highly prized by
them, great quantities being used for salting meat for their
winter store of food. TR R

After an occupation of uapwards of 400 years, about fhe

| year A D. 420, the Romans were obliged to withdraw their

legions from Britain to assist in the defence of their own
country. The same canse that effected the decline and fall
of the Roman empire led to the occupation of this island
by uncaltivated and warlike Saxoms. The movement
amongst the Teutonic Nations of central Europe, which ¥
scattered them in all directions in quest of plunder and
conquest, while leading the great body of that nation to
the rich booty to be obtained in the cities of Italy, slso
sent the Saxons across the water to the neighbouring
shores of Britain, which, deprived of its protectors, fell an l
easy prey to their predatory bands. Having once conguered |
the island they permanently settled here.

The Fens, lately so flourishing, soon became once mors
a geane of desolation Tradition says that the Saxons, in
their eontests with the Britons, cut the banks and drowned
the Jand on purpose ; but even, if this were not willfully

‘done, it 13 easy to conceive how soon the banks and sluices
would go to decay and ruin, if neglected, and how rapidly
the whole fen would become a mere morass covered daily
by the tides, if they were not kept up. That no such at-
tention and vigilance would be bestowed on them by the
invaders we can easily conceive by the know]edge'thaf.
history gives us of their character and barbarous habits at !
the time of their incursion. While the rudest dwellings
safficed to content them, war and plunder, perpetual
quarrels and fights, occupied all their time ; and while it ia
doubtful if they were possessed of kaowledge and skill
sufficient to maintain the engineering worksgconstructed
by their predecessors, it is certain they would held in con- |
témpt the arts and practice of agriculture, for which pur-
pose alone the fens were adapted

For 200 years after the departure of the Romans the I
waters were allowed to have full dominion over the fens. |
The rivers, obstructed in their outfalls, prevented the rain- }
fall from flowing away, and the water, stagnating on the
ground, made the whole a vast morass ; the coarse grasses
and herbage thab sprang up in the summer months decay-

. ing away io the winter, and assisting to form that layer of

peat that is found mora or less throughout sthe whole sur-
face of the fens, but much deeper in the upper part, or
thas furthest removed from the sea. The eruption of the
tides, thiough the broken banks, swept away at once all
the sigos of former prosperity, and the numerous trees, |
washed up by the roots, that have been found buried in
the fen soil, attest to the power with which the torrent of
waters devastated the land ; and while the upland waters
assisted in raizing the surface by the formation of peat,
the tides brought in a great guautity of silt and alluvial
soil, which was deposited to a depth of from 12 to 18 feet
abt the parts mear the mouths of the rivers, gradually
diminishing towards the interior and higher grounds to a
depth of from one to three feet Numerons discoveries
that have been made in excavations at different times in
all parts of the Great Level bear witness to the correct-
ness of the theory as to the formation of the upper stratum
of the fens, of which the following are selected as samples :—
In the excavations made for the erection of the Black
Sluice, at Boston, in 1817, the first 12 feet was found to be
warps formed by a deposit of a reddish brown clay, left
evidently by the sea ; this restad on another layer of warp,
five feet in thickness ; which was followed by a stratum of
peat 12 to 18 inches in thickness, in which were contained |
the remains of oak and other frues; below the peat wasa |
layer of sand, and below this was the clay found every-
where beneath the fems, and which has been bored |
through, in Boston, to a depth of 555 feet. A well sunk
at Suiton disp'ayed a similar stratification; the first 16
feet was clayey warp, then came 3 to 4feet of moor or
peat ; then 20 feet of soft moor mixed with shells and
gilt ; then, for a distance of 95 feet, clay mixed with chalk
stones ; and below that gravel.

#Probus prevented the irregulsrities of the roldiers by em-
ploying the legicns in ¢ nstant snd usefu! 1sbours. When he
commanded in Egypt Probus execnted mamry considerabie
works for the splendour of that ricc ¢.untry. The navig«tion
of the Nilz was improvad, snd temples, b idges, porticoes, and
p:laces were oconstracted by ike hands of the soldiers, who
ated by turns as architeots, ag engineers, a~d a1 hugbandmen.
It was reported of Hannibal that, in order to preserve his
tcoops from the dangerous temptations of idleness, he hal
o7liged them to form large plantaiions of oiive tiees s#long the
Coasts of Afries. . . . . He thus converted into tillage
a large and unhealthy tract of marsh ground near 8ir-
mium. . . . . . In one of the hotiest days of summer,
a3 he severely urged the nnwholzgume labour of dreining tha
marshes of Sirmium ths soldisrs, impatiet of fatigue, ¢n a
sufden threw down their tools, gresped their sworde, snd
broke out in a furfous mutiny, snd finaliy murdezed the wn-
fortunate Em eror. @&ibbon, ezp XIL
& [To be continued.]
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PAPERS on the FENS of LINCOLNSHIRE,
By W H. Wheelon, Surveyor to the Corporation of Bodtons
Being a descrigtion of the Rivers Witham and Welland,
and their Esteary; aod an account of the reclamation
and &rainage ¢f the Fems adjacent thereto.
[Continued fr-m last week’s Merncary ] u
In digging for the foundations of the Grand Skice, in
1764, at about 18 fest below the surface, the roots of
seoveral toaes standimg as they had growa were fesnd ; and
-also  atabout the same depth, a layer of shells of a kind
similer to those found in the marsh creeks at the prosent
time. Tn the excavetions for Maud Foster sluice, n Skir-
beck, ‘there was Tound at 16 feet belew the rurface a smith'e
Horge with all the tools belonging teoit. 1Im 1696, on the
Weltand, about 10 feat below tho surface, Uhe remains of
“old tan vabs were discovered, and great quantities of herpa
anl shoe soles of strange and wousualforms ; also a nwin-
Ther of boats. (( Bistob's Histors of ‘the Bec¥ford Level ) Ab
| Zynn a cart wheel was found ¥§feet belosr the surface. in
other parts of :the fens great trees, swarths of grass, =ad
-other indizations of cultivatésn have besn found buried in
gilt and warp. While thus these disccveries clearly sow
that the surface has been reised near the outfalls of the
river to = height of from I to 18 feet, the remainsef irees
&c. cropmpnester to the surface the further theyare re-
moved from the coast. Thus at Bawiney, Mr. Edwards in
his surveyin 1769 gives the followiag account of the for-
matien of tke ground :—‘‘Bodiam sands, near Bardney,
lie abeutthree fect and a half below the surfaceof the ad-
Jjacent lands. They coasist of athin bed of sand upon a
bed of strong blue clag, full of large coggles and stones, on
whick 'bed was found! o great number of oak, yew, and
alder roots and trees wwhieh had grown thereem. The soil
-on enck side is moory and full of gubterranean wood to three
and .2 half feet thick. The eak roots stand upon the sand,
and tap-root into the clay. Seme of the trees are five feet
in-dismeter at the bell, and more than tem feet from out
to out ab the roet.” One large tree was discovered ab
Bardney containing 1440 feet of timber. This tree was
found three feet below the surface, lying upon clay and
gravel, and covered with peat. In Friskmoy, Wainfleet,
and Wrangle, and in the East Fen, great numbers of fir
trees with their reots have been discovered in the moory
®0il, one foot kslow the surface in the low parts, and from
‘two to six feet in the higher lands, They lie in all direc-
tions, and appear to have been torn up by the operation
. of water. y
From the formation of the soil and these discoveries, if

s evident that the whole surface of the fens must have |

been considerably raised by decaying vegetation and
aqueous deposits spread over a Jong series of years. The
trees prove that this deposit took place sfter the land had
been protected from the salt water ; and the shoe soles,
smith's farge, and other articles of civilised life all denote

2 period posterior to the occupation of the island by the

Romaus.

Thé first returning signs of prosperity probably date
{rom a period of 200 years after the departure of the Ro-
wans, when Pope Gregory, touched by the beauty of the
fair complexion and bicoming countenances of some Eng-
Tish youbhs exposed for sale in the streets of Rome, and
finding their native religion was that of Paganism, ex-
gmssed his conviction that it was a pity that the prince of

arkness should epjoy so fair a prey, and tha$ so beautiful
a frontispiees should cover minds destitute of internal
grace and righteonsness. He therefore sent St Augustine,
with forty other monks, to spread the knowledge of
Christianity amongst the ~axons and Britons ; and so suc-
cesstul wag their mission that the dsetrines of Christianity
8rn became desply rooted throughout the whole of Eng-
land. (Hume's History of Kngland ) Amongst other
monks who followed the fuotsteps of Sf. Augustine was
oue Guthlac, a holy manof God, who, secking a pl-ce more
-desolate than any other whereto he might retire and pursue

his holy meditations, came to Crowland, and finally settled

there. His reputation for holiness scon attracted other
monks, and ultimately a monastery was established. The
. fens around are described by his biographer ‘‘as immense
| marshes, now & black pool of water, now foul running

streams, and also manyislands and reeds and hillocks, and |

with manifold windingy, wide and long, it continues up to
. the North Sea.” Croylaad soon becams a place of note in
the kingdom, and about the year 716 Ethelbald, king of

the Mercians, having been instructed by the counsels and |
revailed upon by the prayers of the devout anchorite

u'h'ac, his dearly-beloved confessor, gave grantel, and

delivered unto Almighty God and the blessed Virgin and |

Saint Bariholomew out of his demesnes, for the purpose

' of Mercia, in which Lincolnshire was included, into a repa-

of founding & H0nastery of black MONKS, TNe WO 1siana:
of Crowland, the same to be set apart for the site of an
abbey ; and also granted from his treasury the sum of 3001
towards the building of the same, and an annual payment
.of 1001., with libeity to the mouks to enclose as much of
the marsh land as they should see fif. Croyland, consisting
-of fenny lands (as in fact its name indicates, for it means
“t crude” and ** muddy” land), was found not able to sup-
port a foundation of stone ; wherefore the King ordered
hege piles of oak and beech, in countless numbers, to be
driven into the ground, and solid earth to be brought by
water in boats, a distance of ten miles, from a place called
Upland, and to be thrown ioto the marsh. ({ngulph’s
C'Igmnicle of the Abbey of Croyland, Kohn’s Edition.) A
gimilar difficulty was overcome by the monks of Peterboro’,
who built a monagsery in 655, and ootained a foundation
by plunging into the marsh stones so immense that eight
yoke of oxen could scarosly draw one. (Turner's History
of the Anglo-Sazons.) Other monasteries were established
Py the Saxons on the Witham. £t. Botolph, in the year
654, built one on a desert piece of ground, near its mouth
supposed to be the site of the present town of Boston, and
one was established at Bardney about the year 697, Saint
Guthlac became the patron saint of the fens, and the
numerous churches that are dedicated to his memory attest
the esteem and popularity of the first Chrigtian reclaimer
of this part of England. In a niche in the wall of the
~parish church of Fishtoft is a statue of St. Guthlac, its
patron saint ; and there is a tradition connected with this
statue that so long as the whip, the usual insignia of the
saint, remained in bis hand the parish of Fishtoft should
not be infested with rats and mice. (Thompson's Histery )

A love of desolation and seclusion, the old Chronicles
tell us, was St Guthlac’s motive in seeking the fens for his
residence. His followers probably were attracted by other
amotives, amongst which muiy have been the valuable fish-
eries to be found in the fen rivers, which, anterior to their
coming, had been of lit:le benefit to the natives, for we are
informed that the Saxons learnt the art of catching fish
from the Romans. The art once acquired, fish became
such a favorite food that the supply never equalled the
demand. Turner, in his History of the Anglo-Saxons, thus
refers to the vaiue of fizheries :—* The Saxons eab various
kinds of fish, bat of this description of food the species
that is most profusely noticed is the eel. They used eels
as abundantly as swine. Two grants are mentioned, each
yielding one thousand eels, and by another 2000 were re-
ceived as an annual reat ; 4000 eels were an annual present
from the monks of Ramsey to those of Peterboro’. We
read of two places, purchased for 211, wherein 16 000 of
these fish were caught every year; and in one charter
tweunty fishermen sre stated to have furnished during the
same period 60,000 eels to the monastery.” In the dia-
lognes composed by Elfric to instruct the Anglo Saxon
youths, giving an account of the fisheries, the following
are mentioned a3 forming the food of the people: eels,
haddocks, skate, lampreys, and whatever swims in the
river ; and as the products of the sea, berrings, salmon,
porpoises, sturgeon, oyste:s and crabs, mussels, cockles,
and sach like. Both the Witham and Welland were cele-
brated for their ish, and doubtless afforded many a dainty
meal to the abstemious abbots and monks residing in the
various establishments founded on their banks.

As these monasteries increased in size and importance,
they attracted numerous retainers and servants, and atten-
ticn would be given by the owners of the abbey lands to
the improvement of the fers around. The establishment

rate kingdom about this time, and its consequent pros-
perity, would also agsist in the restoration of the fens to
some degree of their former prosperity. In the year 870,
the marshes, as they were then termed, aro described by
Hugo Candidus as furnishing wood and turf for fire, hay
for cattle, reeds for thatching, and fish and water fowl for
subsistence. A temporary stop was put to this growing
prosperity by the Daues, who in their varicus predatory
incursions into England selected this part of the east coast
as their favorite landing place. The following account of
the invasion of the feng by the Danes. in the year £70, the
fourth of their residences in England, is given by Sharon
“Turner :—
“They embarked on the Humbar, and seiling to Lincolnshire"
! l1anded at Humberston, in Lind ey. After dsstroying the mo-
nastery, and slaying 1l the monks of Bardney, they employed
the rammer in dsesolating the country arcund with eword and
fire. About Michaelmas they passed the Witham. snd entered
the distric; of Kesteven. The Earl A'gir drew out the y- uth.
of Hollazd : his twousenesehals, Wilbart and Le)irie, assembled

from Deeping, Langtofi, an- Baston, 800 valiant snd well=
appsinted men ; 200 more jolned him from Croyland monag-




g yory marshes bearing goodly trees.” ¢ William of Malmegs ] Boston and the neighbourhood. Omn'the 19th of Oe_=-ito‘6&r‘, L &)

y - , & Doy of 16 summer’, kills 1hem both out of hand; the bury ) That it must have greatly increased in importance | 1801, and on November 30:h, 1807, high tides oveasr 3
e ot ¢ [ugmvia. a?;g legegly T?;Il-ix:i' ‘T(Jg ‘t'l;‘t Bet g‘" him, cot his heed off, and there it sticksaou ;ha 1 and prosperity is evidenceg by the fact thal in fha year which flowed so high as to de!uge,thegstreets of Bos?gﬁ |
hed agsumed the cowl, bat who, p.ev. omul enﬂlt ng b ngt" gnble epike to this hour. Hereward, envaged beyon (fan] u- 1204 "the town of Boston had 2rown into such importance an'z inundate the houses ; and the latter tide caused the |
Profe tlon, had been celebrated for h aimf alriy i ranes by this and other accouets of the evils that had fal 19;‘; 88 t0 have a charter granted to it by King John ; and it | Water to risa so high as to enter the charch and flow as far |
Morear, lord of Brun e (Bou:ne), added his famtiy, who weie on his country, his family, and bis friends, rushed down carried on at thattime the manufactuoe of woollen cloth o a8 the pulpit. The extraordinary high tide of the 10th of /|
wandanoted and numerous. Qagot, th? tf}-Jhenﬁ :i Lu?rcl(]):, the hall, where wers assembled the Frenchmen mglgejd lx} a considerable extent In the sanes centary Holland Fen November, 1810, was attended by the most oxlamitons rer ]
«€0'lected 500 more frem {he inhabitaztsof the conntry. e drunken revelry, and with hs own hand elays the whole o wasordered to be divided intotownships, On the other hand sults, arising from a breach of the sea banks in several
patriots, not 3900 in numbsr, united in Kesteven with tte lefi in chargs of Beurne, fourteen in number. The th 9 | Taces al th s {
daring hopa ct checking by their valour the progress of the gz"xfg:;dhe et o shomiand AbEey with hifimotharsthe drg;:a:? fffgtllggii Bﬁoxﬁ::gs Fqg f:&iﬂ; a“dd°3;’f.1§’!"m§’-°f1'é§'§ gf ik h{:glagl_g ;i f:;slg'y ':‘1:; :g;l:uw:;gtaccouut of the effects
g the fesst of St. Maurice they attick'd to the water and took - nundated, and in 12 M iter i —
th advanosd bands of s uctch men with sul SonAmoneys f:i;?efngﬁ?’mtﬁr;ﬁgiﬂeﬂngﬁwm therein ; &nd they gfftgcﬁel’fﬁ‘gtoi Btostg]u i c}rognsd : amdi H:];er 1L, ttakéu% B e Hﬂ’iﬁfpi?soi?fy Jify. Yo' niine. 00 Gimpeatn i,
i hree of their kings and many of their 4 ; . and many an ea : L 0t only the land-owners in these parts bu 3 i X - 80d gradually in- |
:;;;:;g t ht;ghcegaiawt;e i:st to ?he zzafgi of their g’-"“'e“"h' Tomes ;wsyrf;)r ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ :‘za?ls);?:sr;f::sy water ; sl;eawae:'x himself hed suffered considerable damage by the overflow- i’;f‘.cd in violenc, &ll the evening, when it became a perfeot
SUALE ALY Delyltistaniing & 1eioo FeIEtncARtiES ntealled :grogg kumeézraldera ; between the pale green reeds, where Ing of the ses, and also of the fresh waters through de- tha Evé:?' tTihB Somsequence of this eontiaued gale was. that
these till the advance of night compelled the valiant Earl to the b:;t c?:ﬂ kod and the bittarn bsomed, aod the redge bird, fault in the repair of the banks, gewers, and ditches, i recfd’:gzeddg c&me in with great rapidity, acd rose to an
call off bisnoble army. The English, ulimately beaten, the i teat with iis own sweet song, mocked the Bong of all directed the shirereeve to distrain the goads of all land- veabei 1;’0... Eiﬁf‘t’ being 4} inchse h gh r thao thatof No-
Danes burn and destroy all the towns and villages,—ravaged f‘ég s ot orcid s then ont fnto the kzoad laguons, Where owners who ought to have repaired the banks and scoured | T etEs Whle streels in the vicinity of the Tiver were
and destroyed Croylamd Abbey; the vecersble Abbot was I @ Et[unless ‘high ower head hawk beyond hewk, buzs rd ouf the drains.  And in the following reign commissioners | f hadiivt; .Vmuuu‘dated i 8nd many- parrs of the town, which
Lewad down abtehelaihr, anq rheirlor ands ihebreaitebithe boyond buzzird, kitebeyotd kite, as far as eyecould see. Into fvere appointed to view the banks and sewers, and to see | | occasion moeersonped the cfleets of a high tida, were ot this
AonEymicered | 41 the fomba s monu ments bivkenyiagd 1hs R da they rowed on whirred up the great skeins of wiid that the aucient passages of the waters were kept openand | 10 the s gL’ & considerable depth with water. Owing | |
the ‘superb edifice’ devour d by flie; having arcomplished - ellil.;.l umerable, with a.crg a8 of all the bells of Crowlaad, the banks properly repaired, From this time forward s sctla.l aaks having given wey in many parts of the ' |
which, they set-aut for Peterborongh.  The Danges wefe fnally = 8l the hounds of Benoeswold ; and dlear aboveall the noisa numerous commissions were issued by the Crown for the | 53 Hnelf Miroag m 1605 quantlty of water having |
-defeated in 878, and Alfred the Great reascended the throne of Orh dedeth wild whisle of the curlews, and the trumpet note like purpose, until the establishment of the Ooutt of o Bphish tzelt through the breaches over the adjaent country, ]
Eagiand. The monbs returned to their ruinet homes, which e e ot/ 2Tié Yeeds.Itke an rrow, Bhot Sewars in the reign of King Henry VIIT | Jvich o the ebb of the tide had to Teturn the same way uniil
they soon set about-re-building, Gnnd ﬂltthoush ld;“mre\;ﬂ;];: &e?_;f,f:;ﬂm_ singled one luckiess mallard from ithe ffloglf, ; Neglect was not the only causs which led to the inunda- | :,t{,{el;fiiitﬂ%?;raf;ﬂ‘frﬁen:frt,e;,' ;’jl‘ ?&:uef.;f‘efl dBé’:m;B“Ld J
interveniog period of the Normsn Conquest several incu %t him up, struck him slone dead with one blow of tion of the fens, forin the year 1335 one Roger Ped wardine inguff dent, t 26 da-boq A AN TS |
were made by the Danes, In which the-fen men were engeged, Lt‘:;lrfb‘eheal a:'u'i swept his prey witk him nto the reedsagsm_ﬁ’ | Wiar a0 camed oF Baving vus tha sea el oo banbe 1 | :;en:e lwlzul 3 ﬂt:l .tand;tge surge daz}led over them for nearly |
1o special fact 5ecorded by history which throws suy light The King baving at last subdued Ely, the fen men, in B thereby inundated the low country. The struggle betwoen |, Boak o the tans o rin e fall sacured awar the toll of the
QU hesiaie apa condlblon oF the I rln e e porlod, non With the rost of England, had to submit to the iR the waters of the sea and the protecti koot ! eams brovehes woe from the eummit to 1 he bace, by which
At the time of and subsequent to the Conquest of the comnon etk St IVitliat of Naruandy, Snd the coxhtry 14 constant and of racied succesg Omt:j 10g wor :aol mggwere | ;nean%éarlesghes Wwereoce wloned. The whole ex‘ent of country,
e : v o the : ! -y t to Spaldlug, shated in this ealsmity; greas
Island by William of Nor mandy, the fens becama the refuge conquerin, Al Bk araon bt hte: Tl cwars Sths Tind Stchiy el s A A many a tale of devas rom Wainflee p g v; gre
H Y 8- ale tells us, *This was parcelld oul amongs s r 1 n could be narrated from broken banks and | numbers of sheep and other esttle wers drcwne’; corn and
A el opseiutats il g e sl Sein: hiely dhved by Alas Rulue, arlof e || oy, Gl oot haysicks wore Tncph S, wad opens 15 e (i
¥ 3 i - en X1 sea roke, | uoun f8iroyed @ nai ua L s ipi
SOuhas My toarod ot dhie Mmvist et an coctigmand in A R wirt db Gacnt. “The Ea of Brittany had * and the whole fen gountry was deluged by the ses. Sacick pablic sea ks, B00. 5 oiury o esius oo g
feonsequence of the s b it divars . the polholpal nobility his chief residenc.at Kirton, and there iz reason to fup- floods occurred in 1236, 1254, and 1257 ; & in 1287, through Total, 183404 1 s A subecrip ion was entered 1nto to relieve |
said water *?”“Dmgi““}';g‘; ? “;’ﬁ’::] o itpas thpeir groatest 99 that the Earl o Eichinond had s seat in the parish of the vehemency of the wind and the violence of the sea, the In some degree the 1s'r-sses of those who had been injur.d by
effthe Eng']ms% ?]fa gtgen:’.ﬂ:?nod power of the Norman Con- ton, prior to the thirfoenth centary. Walter D f_;f monastery of Spalding and many churches were overthrown this great calamity.” (Thompson's History of Boston )
g 5¥?Bug,dm p 185). The fenny districts of the king- “¢ gurt mlse bed a rezidemce wt Kirton, althoaghthe -h?{id 0 imdddﬂﬂtroyed. All the whole country in the parts of Hol- | The son banks were repsired, stremgthened, and
et e always been a coantry difficult to con his barony was at Blankney; Guy de Croum _realldd i a-nt were for the mest part turned into a standing pool, 3 haightened, and afterwards again tested by another high |
\quer, and the habitation of a people still more difficult 10 Frieston. And so the Nerman blood becamemingle Wloi 30 hat an intolerable multitude of men, women, and chil- tide on the 2d of March, 1820, which proved disastrous to
‘klee ' in subjection ; and these districts now became the that of the Saxons of the fens, as the old Guvll,b'iﬁgg o tl'fvﬂ WG;'G overwhelmed with the water, especially in the ths private banks enclosing the out-marshes from Butter- J
. mglps T t.o'tha scattered and discemfitied Saxons, fGyrpd” or marshes, Wad been crossed with t‘.ht!‘i = r:g tn o ChBOSb'OH’ 8 great part whereof was destroyed. wick to Wainfleet, but the repairs of the old sea banks {
When William the Conqueror had subdued all the rest of Scandimavian Vikiogs in Canute’s coumguest; and mL ol ( mc(:i ] ro?;zcle'. J Againin 1467 a very serious flood oc- saved them from material injury. No tides so high as
England, a biave body of men in the fens still refused him with the descendamts of Britons apd imvading Romans :* o 01:;1‘6 ' t‘? cé" ;méw of some kind having previously been those Iast racorded have since occurred. the last extraordi-
allegiance : their remote situation and solitary habits made Dimes, and afterwards with French refugees. Hugu?len’s i ghi%?:log :8(:36n ‘hy extraordinary appearances in the air, nary hﬁg?\ tide happening in August, 1866, which did not
them conservative of their ancient rights and privileges, | from the persecmtions of the Catholics. Kamyland S ar . t.leﬁcﬂ ed by Ingulphus with great minuteness, | rise so high as that of 1810 by three feet.
and zealous in their allegiance to their liege lords and mas Dutchmen again =dded the characteristics of anether A b eh to undoubted credence from the fact of an | By #) precarious a tenure is the fen land held, and so |
ters. *Itis men of this kind, whose position gives them and 12ft behind them marks of theircountry’s manner tha le:mma \0m Baving been made into the subject before no groat is the necessity for constant and unremitting vigi- |
more natural secrity than their neighbours, and conse- may yet be traced, : fhari 3 Th: ﬂapﬁrslnlﬁge_thm the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, / | lance and eare, that with the least neglect, only perhaps an |
-quently more independence, who have been found the Inst Tn Cromwell's ime a number of Scotch Rronets, tiemn et oonan tolls us that there was scarcely a house unseen rat hele, the waving corn fields are turned into a | |
4ttlo’be! conquered in every country where their subjugation the battle of Bunbar, were sent to work on the dykes a o y & ui hl_ng_ ut what the waters made their way and flowed sea of water, So important has everything that is condu-
has been attempted. What the rock and defile wera to the hanks and settled down, and their descendants ramamre_ morgn‘ﬁlg ;h' and this remained continuously during a whole civa to the preservation of these banks been deemed by -
mountaineer, the reed field and mere were to the fen maa the present &zy. To this strong imtermixture of u.ceg, o off op 0l % waterd either standing there without flowing the Legislature of the country that in the Game Act spacial
‘his home, the source of his subsistence, and his defence presenting enberprising colonists, daring robbers, ol | d°.1’ 2190 e&ﬂg aeitated by strong gusts of wind swelled exception is made in their favour, and any person is at
in seasons of oppression or misfortune.” Under Hereward, soldiers, zeslots who preferred expatriation to ?111 ?.Iaa. . ! i increase S‘f_!ll more and more day after day. Nor on liberty to shoot or destroy the rabbits or conies found on
son of Leofric, Lord of Bourne, many a bold fight was donment of their particular tenets, the clean an SS omﬁ £ smﬂgca.snl))ut id the embankments offer any effectual any sea bank on the Lincolnshire coast. The laws in olden
imade for liberty against the wsurpers, Ivo of Taillobois, Hollander, and the clear-headed and enterprising cd T b‘iun ’i]tﬂfe- ut on the contrary, though materialshad been ‘ | bimes were very stringent as to the preservation of the
'William of Ghent, and other Normans, to whom King man, may be attributed that sturdy n.uiepm;dcagx::e_a.lz1 str L g% mf.[l? other quarters for the purpose of strengthen- | banks. Swine were not allowed to g0 upon the banks,
William had given the Iand of the Sasbns ; and driven by help, thzt freedom of thought and persgverlngimh u;i !Ei' | mg mllih oy proved of very little service for that pur- 1 i unless they were ringed, under a penalty of one penny |
the conguerors from place to place they at last made the and enterprize, that distimguish the inhabitants of the fen 5’033- o 0379"]:" diligently the work might have been at- | (equal to a shilling in our money); and in case of a breach ;
Jsle of Ely their final camp of refuge, where were collected at the present day. § of the ﬂem : fio mdt o day time, 28 the water swelled and rose, | the sheriff was authorised to impress diggers and laborers ‘
many of the principal Saxon nobility and ecclesiastics. After the Norman Conquest, and the settlemfiut e 1 hupo En Qli repair was completely laid bare during the [ for repairing the embankme{lts. A terrible penalty for
Long and nobly did Hereward, by his sagacity, bravery, island, the religious establishments began gr?aat. ¥ ontr Li F 1;( nglu Iphies. ) ) } | neglect is mentioned by Harrison, in his preface to Hol-
and self-devotedness bafile all the attempts of the Normans biply, mnd many of hhiese were nettled in the fen ounty. § Sorions B later, in the reign of Qusen Elizabeth, another | | lingshed's Chronicles, who says that **Such s having walls
to obtain possession of the stronghold The deeds of " which was described as * being full of m(mashatl_esl, ,al& = 1 uu‘sl Qo0d occurred, on the 5th of October, 1571 : owing or banks, near unto the sea, and do suffer the same to
Hereward long lived in the traditions of the people, and havimg large bodies of monks settled on 'the islands e = &Elﬂ gns tempest of wind and rain the whole country decay, after convenient admonition, whereby the water
have come down to our day in the narratives of the ancient these waters” ( William of Malmesbury ) ; *“to Wliom we! H » xz?sth oode : An immense number of ships were wrecked entersth and drowneth up the country, are by a certain
chronicles, and have lately been revived by a modern writer made grants of lands and rights of fishing, fowling, tmi- | ‘ L o Goai_. Churches and buildings were swept away, | ancient custom apprehended, condemned, and staked in
in the graphic and touching romance of Hereward the last turbary (digging turfs), which appear to have been E!ﬂﬂst- i an }mtny ives lost. A% Mumby Chapel the whole town H the breach, where they remain for over g parcel of the new
of the English (¢ Kingsley), in which the writer showsa | dered of much vaine from the numerous disputes !'e‘-'g“i% L‘ bt :ﬁs » except thres houses ; and the church was wholly wall that is to be madeuponthem. as I hava heard reported.”
knowledge of the old fen country in Saxon times, as only ing these rights of which records exist. Butalthoug] 1 : ‘i]rl ro“;zﬁ, except the steeple. A ship wag driven upon | . Yet important as the preservation of these ramparts are
<one who had studied all the old chronicles could give. One ides of draining and reclaiming the fens appears fro:nD !:;1 ﬂva ?‘lﬁﬂ,d : C] saiiora_savmg themselves by clinging to the to the secarity of the country, perhaps little thought is
short quotation from this interesting work may here be | to time to have been projected, and John of G’*(i-‘? k%he :h‘:' t-‘}}; he narrative adds to the romance by telling ns given by the occupier of the land as he pursues hiy daily
given, as desexiptive of the fen couniry between Bourne of Lancaster and Margaret Countess of Richmond too! hre_ '?:t - lf sailors thought they had bin upon a rocke com- caliing as to how much he owes to these works of the |
‘and Crowland.- matter in hand, nothing was actually doue, and the i 0 mlt ef 5 emselves to God ; and three of the mariners lept . ancient Romans, Custom makes all things common ; and
“ Hereward had just returned from Flandera te his native nicles inform us that *‘the generality of people in tha b:%“ g“ of the shipe and chaunced to take hold of the house | yot when the danger comes the sturdy independence and
gountry, and arriving at Bourne, the home of hig sncestors, wag possessed of an opinion that the project was utterly l.ﬂppa._ and so saved_t.het_nselves 5 and the wife of the same solf help, so characteristic of the fen men, is called forth
he finds the place betieged, and on enquiring what has h: p- | impossible to be bronght about,” a yiag in childbed did climb up into the top of the honse, to the fullest extent.
pened is enswered: ‘ Wheat has happened makes free Engiish- Besides the fisheries, the fens also afforded harbour an ! and was also saved by the mariners, her husband and child _ *"No one has ever seen a fen bavk brenk without honomr.
men’s blood boil o tell of. Here, 8ir Knight, three days ago, shelter to the wild animals of the country, and King Henry | being both drowned.” Holland, Leverington, Long Sutton, ing the stern quie’ temper which there is in the fen men,
came in this Frenchman with sgome tweaty ruffisns of - his the First afforested all the low lands of South Ln;.co%nshua. and Holbeach were all overflown, and many sheep, oxen, when the north-esster is blowing abave, the spring tide
owan, and more of one Taillebois too to see him eafe; says thot and they continued for many years to be the King’s hunt- and horses wero drowned. Bourn was overflowed to the roaring outilde, the brimming tide-way lapping up 10 the
this new King, this base-born Frenchman, has given away all iog grounds. 'The game protected consisted of ‘* wild fowls midway of the height of the church, This calamity ex- | dyke top, or fiying over in shects of 8pray ; when round the
Earl Morcar's lande, avd that Bourne ig his; kills a man or and bensts of the forest, as the hart, hind, and hare; of tended over many counties, and did an enormous amount i ¢ne fatal threud which is trick'iog over {he dvie, or worse,
iwo; upsets the women; geis drink, raffies, and ropeters; chase, as buck, doe, and fox ; of warren, as rabbit, phea- | of harm. (Hollingshead ) | through some forgotten rat’s hole iu it &ide, hundreds of s
breaks into my lacy’s bowel, calling her to give up her keys, dantand partridge.” )i At the end of the last and the beginning of the present | Are clustered, withent tumuit, without complsint, marshalled
and woen ehe gives them will have all her jewels tco. She The condition of the level seems to have been subject to ceatury, several very high tides oconrred which did much under their employers. fighting the brate powers of nature,
faces them like a brave Frincess, and two of :he hounds lsy onstant changes ; at one time presenting every appear- damaga. On the 1st of January, 1779, 5 heavy gale of wind not for iheir employers’ asice alone, but for the sakeof their own
hold of her, and say that she chall ride through Boutne as she :.nce of prospe%ity, and being described *'as a very paradise caused the tide to flow unusu:i.]ly bigh, doing damage in year's labour, and their own year's bread, The shecp have
rode throngh Coveniry. The boy Godwin—he that was the il & Baacar fﬂ; the beauty and delight thereof, the | =3 : L 2 been driven off ke land below: the cattle stand ranged

great Earl’s godson. our last hobe—draws sword on them, and
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