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UPPER REACHES OF THE RIVER WELLLAND,

KESTRVLN AND SOKE OF PETWRBOROUGH,

On the 13th inet , I ingpected the Valley of the WELLAND ’g‘ﬁ the
lower Locks, Deeping St Jumes to Shuttle Heud, sbove Tallinpgton, in
company with Mr T, 0, Mawby,., chairman of the Vellind Qutfsll 2d: :
Mr H, de. B, Wilmot, Chairman of the Muxey Drainage Bd: Mr H, Buin, HEngineer
to the Deeping Fen Trust: Mr G, Jea,rron of Tallington and Mr W, E,
Porter of Deeping 8t Nicholas, '

The Deeping Fen Trugitees are respon: ible for the maintuinance of the
Channel of the Welland from Spalding High Bridge to Town End Tunnel:
for the North Bunk of the River between the sime pointe , and for the
Cradge Bank, fﬁgm Town End Junnel to Deeping St Jumeg Purish Boundiry,
They t 1go $eka=-php underttke the regulir rodin, of the Rivercs far up
a8 the Low Locks, Deeping St Jumes under o private arrangement, whereby they,
the Maxey Drainage Bd end ithe Deeping St Jumes Purish Council eurh bear one
third of the rost,

30 far, therefore, asg the length of the river between Spalding and
Deeping S5t James ig concerned, its csre ig & defindte concern of conplituted
authorities, Above the lower Locks, no congtituied tuthority appesis to be

" in sny wuy regponsmible,

At the Lower Locks (gates long since removed) there is & shori-~looped

bye-pars channel sscross, half of which there im a masonary dam, above whirch potmadil

ip fitted ¢ pair of gesred winches, by mewsng of which fall down metal flups
can be reuiged or lowered by chain uttachments for ihe regulation of the flow,

/bove this point there if & single channel to Market Deeping, an old
navigution lock, an open weir of about 30 feet opening, huving iron standards
at intervals for the fitting of wooden flashers on the weir, and a low
masonary dem with rimilar provisions for regulating the flow of these above
desecribed, usg crossing the main channel at the lowe. locks,

The reguleting flape ot the lower locks mre controlled by the Maxey
Drainige Board: 211 the rest of the provimions at the lower and upper locks
ure controlled by the Deeping St Jumes Parish Council, ( Borrne B B.c.F)

Setween Market Deeping and Shuttle Head, the river is divided into two
main loops, the northern lopp being & Mill stream, which ig crossed by two
Mille at Market Deeping, &nd one at Tallington, The two loops are, however,
Jjoined by a cu:ﬁ?t West Deeping, and this cut ig crosred by another Mill,

The sgout. L 10p which formsthe Welland proper, hsg shori, bye-pass loope st
’"‘*ﬁaségging té“ﬁéiiSé%é%Lnd mpof 16%olm marteq of %ﬁgjﬁu 0,S, Map, +he
fall, of the river from Shuttile Head to Bhe lower locks, & distance of 5% miles
i epproximately 7% feet, equivalent to nesrly 6 feet to & mile,

In gpite of this natural sdvantage of gredient, from 7,000 to 4000 acres
of excellent pasture land in the parimher of Market Deeping, lMaxey, Vest Deeping,
Bainton, Tallington & Uffington are congtantly limble to Plooding or water=
logging due Lo the overflow at spate periods of one or other or both of the
main loops,

Broadly stated the cause of the trouble ig that, owing to the entire
neglect of the naturel channel of the river, it hug become alto ether incupable
of discharging anything above & low summer flow, As & conmeguence, flood
waters from a catchment area of about 205,000 acreg must find their wuy either
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b 12% in each oase: To huild acrogs tne lock opening at the upper locks at -
. af

through the mill sluices on tine northern loop or over the land,

As instances of prevailing conditions, it may be mentioned that above
Shuttle hedd the rTiver is ahout BO f&et in width: Just helow Tallington one
mav step across it dry shod, a4t one noint n?re, it is mocomodatéd under am.
occapation“hrid ¥eway in a-30" " Culvekt;- ~Borer Btitl; it varies<in width from
2 to B0 fest, wiilst at’ hundrdds of bpoints betwsen lMarket Desping abd Tallington .
it is fouled witn fallen trods, shoals, cesses and ingrowths,

In wv opinion tnere is no nhyaical ranson why the ‘whole of tae lands
now subject to injury hy water should not be rendered immune £rom suoh injury
and T think it is fair to suggagt thmﬁ practioslly ‘thé whole of toe grass
lands, now“so subjeet, might, as a romult of remedial maauuros, he rinderbd
avnllabla for cultivation, oy

T would recounend that notices under ( K ) be served requiring the |
pergons concernedl to lower the orests of whe high masonary weirs or dams at
the lewer and vpper locks at St James Deeping, and Deeping Gate respegtively

Ieuwad ovest level of the higher weir or dam} to rewove tha disused swd

decaved look pates and to clsanse the look to: .original » ed-lavel aBnd,  that
notiges under (-H ) ha sarved reqpiring The narsnﬁs qnnoazngp Lo removﬁhﬁtom
the ahannei of the rviwer abevs tie ﬁnnen Ion&s the nresent ancumulatzo of ..
Btone and othsr ruhbish to & depth at loast squivalent to. L8, Tovared arahts of
Lie niguer wair or da; 8t that nl&d&: To cleanse rnaachion and resrade the old
channel of the Welland from the invert of . the road hridge at Uffingten, so that
the hed of the channel shall not be less thﬁn an average width of 14 feat:

the sides of the channel’ to he battersd. o ii ‘norizontal to 1 vertical and the
inglinations oF the hedto be that of the natunal gradientbetween the ordinatws

Deeping Gate a masonary dap Or weir with crest level eq ivalent to the_present <

Bhove uentionad: ‘Phat Wotices undaf ( §-) ne served upoNn. Liae harsans goncerned

requiring tnam_(a) 20 d:smantls the ruined ovnrfall_wnir from he millstrean
hetwesn the two uills ot Market Deeping into tie Welland, and re-build in

* masonary or Conerete to & widtn of not less than 18 feet on tue oreat, the

level ofrwnieh shall he not more togn B%ifches shove the statutery or’
orasetiptive water nead at tae lower of tie two nills, and, (b) to. remove the
ruined timber weir or dam across tihe Welland above laxey ¥ill, and to erect

in place thersof a nasonary or conarete meir or dam &t least 18 feet in width
on the crest, the level of which crest 82211 be. 1ot ‘wore than 4% inches ahove
thp staﬂusaorv er nxeuariptiva watﬁ{-hcad at the mwiltY, AL
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 After . the ahove deserihed ‘works have begn namplated, I shau?d recomuend
that notices under ( I ) be gerved upon the persons concerned requiring them
fully to draw the wiole of the slniges at tne 6 Nills above mentioned, for 3 hou ?
hours each night, exsept Saturdays, and on Saturday nights for 6 hours until
further notice, and , im any omse fhat the use of the hoards on weirsor
flaghers ox uaddlos on sluioss be dis-allowed nxaept where it can he shown by
that iaiev are nauussarv in ordar to maintain a statutory or preseriptive :
u’uterﬂ-na&d
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(3)

Tt would be verv desirable,in uy opinion, that & permanent weir with a a»ww“%u$
arest level to he ascortained, should he placed across the Welland at Rhattle-,%éawy,_
head so _.hat water required for the mills might he retained at the required  (Lalh /A
nend during the dmy periods, and that any water in excessy of thet nesd might |mi/oves
be asutonatioally voided the river channel, As & tewporarv meagure sgma waler i

arran enent of timhering night be adopted witu this view, e Spates [,
@ﬁ&m mfaod&d’,,
T taink it would bhe desirablethat a new drainage hoard to comprise the /. 2
waols £ tie affected aress waioch inelude Lthe area of tie eristing Maxey 51
Drainage Soard, should he formed, and tbat vie main channals and their msipg
Tesders should he brougat under jurisdiction, XJ ﬂ

3 I
I hawve soue reason for thairking that tae Maxaey Drainage Board, and, ot i e
seversl £ tae more inportant Landoweners and occupiers in the affected diaﬁmjcts
would welcowe tie advent of a tarier controlling hodwr, ‘ﬁ:
Pogsibply anv advance whion the B of A might he prepared to make towards,
the cost of tiae required works of improvement, wiziat he tnken over asg & debt
of guca drainage hoard om its formation

(Intd) @, W, J, ©C,

Marea 14ta 1918, »
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