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During normal daylight hours nothlng further happened

in the way of fresh incldents und our cnergys vore

concentrated on improving the bag situation, which by this
time had become prelty acute, and in organising further
transport and fllling gangs at verious points, With tho
exception of the fact that the cradging work on Deeplng
Hipgh Bank immediately above Crowland Bridge was laid off for
a few hoﬁrs owing to the fact that the accoss was congsidorod

unsefe for normal traffic, and the congequent fallurc of
this cradging, nothing untoward happencd until shortly after
7 o'clock at night when there was a serious subgsidence at

the Boll Tunnel Cowbit; This subsidence broke the Electric

Supply Authoritic's H.T, linc which for somc timo put the

Pode Hole electrically opcrated pump out of action, but
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within & matter of rother less than half an hour thils lcngth-

of line had beeon lzolated end made safc and Pode Holo wes
apain in operation. Throughout the whole of the night the
work of making the Bell Tunnel safc wes constantly golng on,
and unfortuantely on one occaslon gome new transports which
had beon brought In somchow managed to get In the reverso
direction on the traffic circult with tho inevitablo roesult
that dils-organisation for ebout two hours was intense, It
must be reanllsed that on thls particular length of bank soro

800 loads weroe handlod during the night in the dark and under

T

flood counditions and I think prohably the chaotic state that -

I have just mentiloncd can botter Lo Imagined than describod,
The Glen breach by about 9 otclogk at night had a
Ystring pleco' across it and, although soms very considerablo
amount of watcr wos gtill coming throush the breach, it was
folt that now this was in position and & considerable ariount

of materlal had been ot to tho sitec 1t would not be long

before completo slozure cauvld bu effocted. DBy early on
Thiredby meorning Ehe B0tk Herch the erodring aléme Desping
Benk immediately ebove Crowland 3Brldie was agcin in a nore
or leas rcasonablce stnte and a nore hopelful view was belng
tokon of thu situetion ot this particular point, although
the flow of water over the bank had not been completely
stopped 1t had to & very large degrec been cheeiked and it
seored probable that, provided tho infiltration throush the
benk 1itself assumed no worse o charactor than 1t hod done
to date, this particular picce of Lank would now hold, The
portion of Deeping banlt that was now creating the greatost:
conecern was the length from Four Mile Bar to Locks K11l
Bridye end sheoting and cradping wes ebaolutely cuntinucus
on this four or four and & hell rniles of pretection work.
At 9 o'clock in the morning of the 20th the gouge at Herked
Deeping Bridge had fallen to 23'434" and the flow through
the MNMaxcy Meacdows was also bepginning to deercnso, tho Input
however into the Weshos was stlll considerably rreater than
the captcity »f the mein River Welland throusch the town of
Spalding with the net rcsult that the water levol in tho
Washes was still rising., As a result of this continued
deerease of the river level in the Market Deapling dlstricet,
tho upper end of Decping Fen was now borinning to et
gomewhat drier and, althourh nany roads were still floodod,
traffic was able to get throuh in most places by normal
routc which did somcthing towards rclieving onc of the
greeatost burbears of the situntion, nanely the difficulty of
handling material on %o the sites, In My cd8cs hovever

it weg impossible to cot Ho the banls wilh tronocport,
materiala belng taken Lo Lhe mosh convenlent roint and boatod

for some considerablc distance to the place where they would

beo S8 s e . R "
Do uscd, which of nocessity neant tho ponernl slowin: of
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point to strongthon the closurc so made, The final clogure

The South Helland syostern, during the early parc ol wias made with gomcthing ia the ordor of 4'6" of water "lowing
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the woolk, kol buon dlgehrepdrs o gronot Qeil U vater tarstly acrogs the line of the ’sbrjng picce™ which had a clear span
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arisin-~ from its own leocal cetchmert and pertly uwac to of 2bout 75'0% and the difforenco in woter loevel of the
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cxtrancous water From the Crowiilend and Cowbit Uashes finding River Glen and tl;c; Counter Drain Washes was something in
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i1bs way inbe the upper ond of the South Holland Drain and tho order of 7ft, It 1s qulte olvious from this information

o " ¢ - e 3 i Jome “ = ’ w0 s ] spp s S B 2 %
e Adocherge in tho main drain of 1,600 cue.sccs3e. was recoricd, that unless a closurs had boen rade the Counter Drain

B ¥y
™icr, it is reallecd that the: normal catchment arca daralnlng Washeg end the arca that had already Loen soprcpated to
to the point et whiich shis geuging was taken i somsthing hold the fleod waber would nave boon toballw inadcguate to

in the order o»f 28,000 acres, it will be gcen that thoe act as a rocssrvoir, with the recult that Deening Fen would

have suffored from further extonsive dmpndatdeon, A8 o8
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quantity of wateor declt with by the South IHoilanc cra.nagio

svaton was phenomenal, boing something in the order ol

J i

outcome of thls bruach and the wvater level that obtained in

47 cu.scca, per thousand scres althoughs this of course doos the Countier Drain end tho Counter Drain Vieshes, 1t wag

not provent a truc plcture of the locul run-orf due to tho irpossible to opercto the Bourne South FPen pumps as this

fact that so much water was being introduced from tho pwming would have only aggrevated the situation in generel

: Gy : end ha - onine T .
Crowland and Cowbit Washes. nd have placed Decping Fen arca In greator danger, and in

8Ny caso Dourne Fen 1tself was looded to o vory groab

Tt is intcresting to notc that 10 one nssurics & Iun- -

ey e N7y 5y £ Gt | 3 .
off proviously montioned of 20 cu.sccs. per thousand ceres In cogrec by this tlme.

the upper reaches of the Welland ag applying o ths South Soon after 10 o'clock in tho morning the Boll Tunnol

Holland district, something in the corder of (00 cuasecs. of Cowblt was again made recsonably safc and a certain percent

n Dflin was of the labour force that was boing continuously employed

the peak @ischarge in the S uth Holland ladls

attributable to inflow from the Crowlsnd and Cowbit Washos on this job wes rc¢icased for other worlk, butnol :cfore

. sufficient rescrve of material and men was mado available at

wiilch mives soro very wloquate ddon of the proenrious stato

" * Anra IThe i ) 1 ahc 3 i ooy o i v a
of tho (owbilt bank, When ono further considers thet this the sitc should the situstion agsin worsen

As o result of the clogsure of the btroach in the Glon

wes in all probabilii the best scetion of bank under the
control of this office which fronted the Crowla and Cowbit the water lcevel in the Counter Draln had shown no incrcase

&

in level for some hours, and by 2 o'clock in thc aftcrnoon

i (2]
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Washes the precarious situation as a whole can LO woll

inagined, of the 20th the position wns such that the greater part of

2

™

Bofore 10 a.m., the breach on tho River Glen had becn the labour which had boen omployed on cradring the Counter

\mlcd -LO EIU.CH an Oxtent thi‘.t o Y\Nflt()l’ VoS ow C()]?]ill\ij DI’ lll’l b Belld Fl’ld in thO B?St(\l’l C(’)JI{I(\I’]_ 'ﬂ,‘?,_,tl"j_ct G(\ll-}d bo

through end work continued for some time at this particular trensferred to other sites,
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neny more cases, and considerable numbers of P.0.W's from

5

At the helcsht of tho flood meny structures of varlous

degeriptions such as sluliecs,  welrs, fload banks, ebc. were

demaged to varlous dapgrecs and in particular the Lbridpe

EEEE

over the Wellanld ut Wost Deeping cowpletely failed with
tie resuitant closure of traffic,

As T heve previcusly saoid tue gock citusticn waz at

Loqoe

ong time vory deflinitel:r vnrecarious, Lut thils was rolicved
as & result of the Ministry of Food Potato Diviaslon making
sacks ovellable af thelr ustores which nr.fortunastcly wero

not right in the centre of activit

L3 v, out did not involve
transport of more than 40 or 5C miles, whereas we had
previously been collecting sacks from as far afield as
Essex which 1t con woll be imagined put o tax on the already
cxtended transport capacity aveilable.

et 2 Ty e o £ e 0 -~ <
Now that we were beginning to hald our own in rost

districts, and iIn fact in some plrces to very definitely

‘s

gain from a noint of view of water levels, we were in a
position to concentrate moroc of cur cflorts upon the high
level banks impounding the Crowlend and Cowbit Wash watoras,
always bearing in mind of course that sufficiont laliour and
plant was availab)&\to maintain the present position In
other arces and to cope with a pudden crnicrgency should it
arise. As a rosult of this improved position everybhi
possible was concentrated on the Deeping High Banks and Lhe

South Holland Bank and by the evening a velatively atrong

orgenlsation, by way of comparision by previous lalour K
strength employed on the Job, was in being; transport was
very considerably augnented, and the tralfic systems and E

road closurcs that had been riedle had been in operotion for

some 11 i} T T iy " -
ome consicerable while with the result that the odd Sy
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had been ironed out, flood lights werc made available in
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varlous sources werc working and by this time head some
experience of the job they were supposed to do. Throughout
the night the water level at the upstream oend of the Washoa
was beginning to steady and although there was_somo con-
giderable Inflow through Market Doeplng and llaxey Mcadows
the quantity of water put Into the Washes wos Ly Lhie f£iwa
only 50% of the peak inflow, As an outcome thc top end of
the "ash reservoir" hardly increascd in lcvel, but the lowor
end of the Wash and the Crowland Bridge district was
increazing as the reservolr was "flattoning out" owing to
the fact that the Spalding channel was stlll incapable of
doaling with the quantity being fed into the resorvoir.

Throurh the town of Spalding Itsel! during the day
end evoning of Thursday watcr levels were increascd very
slishtly and by Thursday night the highest level to be
recorded at Spalding Hish Bridge of 18,10 0.D.L. waa
obtalned,

A dlacharge recording taken at this time showed
2,300 cu.secs. a3 the flow through the Welland 2t Spalding
and a figure of 5,500 cu.8ecs,. has been computed as tho
poak input into the Washecs. The difference between the
input and output from the "Wash rcscrveir" had to be nade
up in containing the water and by the loss into tho
surrounding districts, and in 1lipht of this the figure of
600 cu.secs. as the possible loss into the South Holland
arca, which I previously mcntioncd, docs not sgeorm to bo as
fantastic as one might at first imagine. It 1s intorosting
to note that the 1880 fleood at Spalding rcached & level of
17.38 Liverpool (0,72ft below 1947) and the 1239 lovel was
16,32

It had been fortunate that the tides worc relatively

low, i.0. neaps, but we were now beginning to approach the
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when ke t©i291 influcnce mirht Lo expocted to be
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Folt snidl this lilghest reesrded fligure Was DOSBIULY

influencod to the extent of about 4" as & result of high
tideo as the water level rose and fell " within sbout six
hovrs, Ib wos antlceipated that fo? the next fow days this
tidal influence would bccome morc ﬁronounced and, vwith this
in mind, work was continued in strengthening banks through
the town of Spalding although there were by this time not

by

; 1owine in »ny serious gquantitie
many places where webter was flowing In rny s6I 1

into the tcwn,

Our feeling of comparative coantentrment with repgard to
the additional labour force we had been able to collect for
the Deoping bank was somowhat shaken early on Friday morning
when 1t was reallzed thet a certaln amount of Ifriction was

]

1 5 od bes ytanined from
taking place between labour that had been obtainec

various sources snd nuwierous P.0.VW.Comps bub wero working
on the same sites, and the lesson was learnt from this that
it was desireable to only operatc P,0.W. labour on one site
that cams from one partidular camp if friction was to be
avoided, During the carlg/héurs of tho morninrs beiore
daylight a number of blows of various descriptions were
beginning to work in the Deeping High Bank, but in most
cases these wore checked asg a result of shecting, bag
breasting and similar work, and it is worth noting that by
aylight there was verr little water going over the bank
ag cradgea had been bullt up to o suffilcient height and of
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fficient strength in most places, but thore was ol cours
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no factor of "safety" worth mentioning in this connectlon.
It wes quite evident Ly this time that, provided all

the bLanks could be maintained, the precariocus position

vould continue,so far as the Crowland ani Cowbit Waches

areo was concerned,for several days to cerme and in the ovent

:
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of a fallwrs of a bark on caualiy Qifficult situstion would
arise In the arca floocded as & result of any vreache. Althoupgh
water 1€vei5 wero not risiac with the sare rapidity, increasos
were still bein; experiecnced gt Crowlend Bridge and at Locks
M11l and ocur own crganisatilon was setting to a state that
1t was suflering very badly from fatiguo and during the
morning of Friday the 2lst. it was decicded to contact the
Milltary Authorities with a view to having arrengements
completed to the last detaill in the ovent of it belng
necessary to invoke thelr essistance. In this connection
I would here like to say how helpful Col,Ingle was, who 1is
in charge of the Pulney P.C.W.Camp. Hc wont to a lot of
trouble in preparing schecdulos of roquirerents and in gotting
them to egroe with tho various i1tcms that he lknew would
possibly be availlablo from the Milltary Authorlities, and I
fool that the timo that ho spent short-circulted many delays
that would have arison 1f the situstion had becomo such that,
as & last resource, service personncl hed been callen In.

| After the prolonped use of transport many local
operators, farmers, etc, were boginning to run seriously
short of pétrol‘and e@ergancy afrangements were riade
wheyeby petrol could be drawn for all hired transport from
whatever source it was obtaineod,

Trouble was being experienced all thfough Friday
morning with a number of culverts through both the Decping
Benk and the South Holland bank, but in all casos they wero
scaled, some of them not perfectly but sufficiently to cut
down the flow of water and mininiso tho danger of a "blow"
at a low level,

Shortly after mid-day the information care into the

office that tho North Level bank had falled at a point near

Crowland and steps woro taken lrmedlatoly to got this



confirmed, but before this vicual confimation, which
o% miles distent from the site of tho brasch, it was

incidently et a crisis of this nature is the only form of

ined
howaver abundantly clcar that the breach was of major

proportions and would in all probability virtually Avain

o

confirmetion to trust, 1t was 2oirly evident that sorothing

ynd happenod to some section of the Wash prote ction works bit W
the Cowhbilt Wash and teake a considerable proportion of tha

tho water level at Crowland Bridge and in the vicinity s "
water on tho upper Crowland Wash before it could be soaled,

a8

rell en inch or so In congidorably less then an hour. i
an assumption that was morc than bornc out by the actual

:

happenings., The water Leoing discharged through this gap

would first of all entcr the Postlend arca of tho North

TR REFECT OF THE BREACH IN TR NORTH LEVEL BANK AT _QB_O}J@_@IQ-
this Iovel fmmediately adjacent Lo the South Holland Board's

confirmetion was irmediately fortheoming that

a failurc - arca which corcs under my jurlsdiction and steps wero

breach hail very dofinitely occurred and 1t was
in the benk of major proportlons, this fact was also immediately teken to serrezate the two arcas completely
- ‘ from o point of wvicw of preventing further extranoous water

ovident from the effect that it was heving on the water

1levels of tho River Velland and the Crowland and Cowbit. - entering the South Holland District.

Arrangements woere put in hand during the afternoon

Washes, for in = mﬂdtc £ two hours the water levol at

ﬂld’mr had fallen Hw approximately a foot and later on - to build protectlon works along Queens Bank and the lino

Lluring thé aft{,rnf_)un the Cradpo Bank at Crowlsnd Bridge was of tho raillway so that tho flcod could bo limited to extend
- in a south easterly direction, loaving the South Holland

abhove wator indicating a fall in water lovel of about A,

The effoct of this very rapldly falling wator lecvel -
wes that‘naarly all work on the remaining high lcvel i N

protection banks could be laild off, thoro wero. of courso a -

fow polints. at which wor'ic hed to go on but approximabely
| con‘ai&‘loro- under the rallway lino, orgenisc onc wey traffic and to

ares unaffected,. In fact 1t was nccessary to make
protection good from Brotherhousc Bar to the old South Eau
bank, a dilastancce of some filve miles, With this aim in view

the first things to be done were to close tho culverts

80% of the work that had boen in hand could now bo

redundant and considcration had to be given to tho effoct - put as nmuch transport as wag available on to tho job and

of tho oreach on the surrounding countrvbiieo s intercsting to noto that by midnight we foll vrensonahly

Tt must bo understood thet the breach at Crowland Was- . sure that the rising flood level could be contained, but as

a second line of defence another wall was bullt bohind tho

in a bank under tho control of the North Iovel Commissioneors

and 80 camo r)ut%.t.du th aroan wil 1 vuh'“ ch tuo or’;“auisotlon ! " ' railway line slong Martins Drovo and, as naterials brought

AR 0 iy b T «

from Déerin" House had bc &I, doaln_ngc. AS an outcom@ of HGE B Eine hadltho wrostricted use of a hard road, thils
! was easier to deal with than the rallway line., It must be

't:fl..\..m 1t wés dii,’ﬁcuu to IxI'IOW exactly what had happencd os

the n‘earost point upon which I had any definite informatlon '

as to the bohaviour of the banks was Brotherhouse Bur, some

roalisod that in this offico we worc not swarc of tho actual

steps that wero being teken by the North Level Commissioners
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and the River Neno Catchrient Board to 1imit tho extent of

o~

this flood, but it wes anticipatcd that it could possibly

bo confincd to somc 8 or 10 thousand scres in the vicinity
to the cast of Crowlend and with this possibility in mind
it was necogsary of courss to bring our protection works to
a sufficiont hoicht to hold the irpounded water, and By
sbout 4 o'clock in the morning all these protcection works
were of sufficient heisrht to hold the total volumo of water
wnilch could bo expected to drain into the area from theo
:breach, but work still procceded on strengthening entt meking
zood one or two weak sapots.

Tt will bo remembercd that arrangements had previously
been made whereby Military Personnel eni oquipment could
be immédiately available to us should they be requircd and
this organisation was immodietely switched, in so far as
our Boards were concerned, ?9,the River HNene Catchment
Board and the North ILevcl C;mmissionerss who were of course
responsible for tho work at the breach and controlling the
flond waters arising therc from.

It 1s intorosﬁing to note that during the Friday
morning the River VWelland throuch qpelding had rcached 1ts
poeak dischérge before the Lreach occurred and a quantlity

of slLout 2,400 cue.secs. was being cvacuated from the

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE

Crowland and cowsrlt Washes throush the rostricted channel
which of course corpares unfavourably with the input at

the upstream end of the Washes. It is safe to assume from
the bLehaviour of the River Welland over the next few cdays
that the water level in the Crowland and Cowbit Washes might
have risen by as much ag another 6" in tho -event of the
Crowlend breach not havin, occurrcd,

Soon after 5 o'clock on Friday afternoon the Culvert

aé

et Tongue End under the Countor Drain agnin gave cause for

£
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elarr tut Yy means of workin:g steadily throughout the night

-

afo Uy carly on Saturday

n

£

the position was madc relatively -
mornings

By 7 otgleock in tho evenln; of Friday the stops wore
put on at the overfall adldjiasccnt to Crowlend Bridg o as the
water level had droppod sufficlently following tho uroach
in the North Level Lenk to nllow water to flow from the
Biver Welland into thoe Woshes thus feoding the bBroach, A
caleulatlion to give some incdication as to the rate of
discharge through the breach, basged on tihe fallen water
levels of tho Wash; indicated that 1f tho flood was
contained in the 8 or 10 thousand acrces slready mentioned
in the Crowland cistrict it was probable that the walor
level would ve sorme 2ft above the road level alony Quoeons
Bank fcr the greater part of 1ts distance, and 1t was on
thls assumption that levels of this protectlon work wore
dotermineds Tho North Level Commissioners however did not
contain tho flood in tho way ﬁhat had been anticipated,
with th@ rosult that in the worst casc the levol was only
approximatcely 1'3" to 1'6% alove the road lovel cn the
Queens Bank, and this lovel foirly rapldly dropped ag the
flood exteondod iInto the Borough Fen and other paris of the
North Level area.

Now that the situation as far as the Welland banks
was concerned was somewhat rolieved and thero wero only
minute quantitiles of watcr coming into Deoeping Fen it was
decided to pump a cortain amount of water in the Dceping
Fen arca back into the Counter Drain with the objeéct of
rreventing & further slow spread of the flood arsf. This

could only be done of course as tho Counter Drain wator
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levela dropped, but by this time they had fallen by 2 metto
of an inch or so in the Tonzue End district and chortly

r f tho Boards
aftor 6 otclock on Saturday morning one o |

porteble units togother with two N.F.S. pumps wero bLeling
fnstallod at the lower ond of Baston Fen for thls purposo.
Theso pumps werec only operated for a short periocd as they
L6 I )

were detrimeontal. to Bourno South Fens

EVACUATING RESIDUAL FLOOD WATER FROM THE LCWLAND AREAS.

Following the Lreach in the North Level Barrier Bank
the problem now remaining, so far as the Boards under tho
edministration of the Decping Houso wero concerned, was o
évacuate the residual flood water now in the erca, Tho
subject was not quite so clear cut as this statement would
leave one to belleve, wut the dis?harges from tho uplands
were ﬁsry definitely Palling off %nd tho River Glen‘in 1ts
cmbanked chennel was within falrly safe limitse. By thils
timo tho River Wellend was substantially below the Cradge |

Bank level at Locks 11ill, and although wator was going over

tho. Cradge Bank ctovo Crowland Bricdge, tho ¢ffoct was not

serious in so far e£s our arcas were concerncd; tho most
doloterious éffoct that this could have wes on tho breach !
'affeoting the North Level area,., With a view of rostricting ™ |

the amount of water flowing through the broach, however, !

work was put in hand on the upstream ond of tho Cradgo

Bank to ralse cradge work so that the River Welland would, - )
as much as possible, Lo retaincd within its normal channol
thus excluding water from the Washes which would in turn

"fead the breach,.

the site at Crowland Lo close all the openings 1n the

_B
During the day arrangements werc mado for poople on

Crowland Causeway, and to build up e certain amount of
cracsing work with tho objeet of retalning as much water
as possible iIn the hich wash, thus preventing it flowing _
into the Crowland Fodder Lotts and ultimately to the broach,
On Saturdey afternoon the first sizeable unit brought
in from an outside source, as a commencerient to the uso of
additlional pumping capaclty, was a centrifugal pump driven
by & 75 hepe Glesel enrino mounted on a bogeye This was
dirocted through to tho 4th District, as their problem, so
far as pumping was concerncc, was the nmost urgent, because
this District had a larzo arca of land under water and the
lowering of this water level had to bo undertaken before
rellef could be given to tho Counter Drain and Counter Drein
Weshos, and upon that level the Baston Cormion district and
Bourne South Fen and Thurlby arca depended for the ovacuation
cf thelr water,
A roview of the situation at this time showed, that
of all the districts to the eagt of tho River Welland, the
South Holland Board wag provably in tho worst state at its
upstreem end, becausc 1t had received a conglderable amount
of River Velland wator over and throurh the Cowbit Bank,
However, watcr levels werc steadily falling at tho upstream
end of tho South Holland Main Drain by a matter of an inch
or so a day, and 1t was folt that undor the conditions
that now oxisted and that could be foroscen, this district,
together with the remainder of the Marsh arca could, to the
best advantage, be ecvacuated by reans of its normal system
of drainage, For this rcason pumping units were not installed
In any of these areas, work being done in a numbor of cases

to assist a gravitational discharge which might have beon

blocked as a result of Fflood debrils,
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The Decping Fen distriet was now showing some sicns

that the worst of the flood had been passed, By Sunday
morning the water level ut Podo Hole was lowerod by rore
than an inch as a rcsult of the coentinued pumping, and tho
cessation of the input of larpge quentities of uplend wator.
throush and over the high level banks. It was horo
antlcipated that acditional pumpinL plant would take so
long to erect, and would rcquireo a considerable smount of
work to Le done in the way of censtructing discharge bays,

that tho normel puamping opcrations would, in all probability

o

not Le groatly Improved in time cycle, and here again

\
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was decided to dispenso with addltional pumping capa;ityo
The 4th. District arsa had already ono purp Iinstalled from
an outside sourcc, end by Sundey a £ drop had bocn recorded
in the water levels in the district, it Velng antilcipated
that the capscity now on tho site would be sufficlent to
roliove all the flooded land within the courss of a fow days.

rea hed, as hag bcen montioned

)

The Spaldins and Pinchlieck
previously, a somowhat easiocr time during the flood; water
levels were by this time bocoriing somewhat lowerod and a
certain amount of watcr could Le diverted setisfactorlly to
other areas, and in this district it was not docred nocossary
to provide any furthor capacityo,

The two most serilously affected arcas, 1.¢e. Bourne
South Fen and Thurlly, and the Counter Drain District, wore
then considered from & point of view of increaged cutput,
but 1t must be romeriored that the only caracity at Bourne
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Fen was one of tho Boardt!s rortable urnits and €
normal outfall through Heatheobtos Tunnel under tho River
Glen into the Counbter Drain. It was quite obvious Ghat if

a conslderable number of pumps werc assemblod to augment this
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discharge, the Counter Draln Washes would be put under some
strain, as they wore already seriously flooded, end, ag an
outcome, Deceping Fen woulld be under tho threcat of recciving
more flcood water, o sltuatlon thet would have bhcen far from
dosirablc, In view of these observaotions it wes declcded to
train the Counter Drain Ly its normal outfall into the
Vernatts Drain at Pode Holeo, and as soon as wator levels

in the Doueping Fen area and the 4th District pormitted, to
avsment this discharpge by mcans of the culverts which wero
completed last Surmer . LS goon as the water levels in theo
Counter Drain were somcwhat lowercd, the noxt step was to
open theuculvert under tho Counter Drain and take a certain
amount of tho Washes wator into tho Deeping Fon system in
that way, but this, of coursoc, was entiroly dependont on
the ruling water levels of Dceping Fen from time to time,
and the safety of the culvert, in view of the trouble which
had been experiencod witﬁ it during tho flood, had to be
congicered, Water was algo discharged from the Washes into
the Counter Drein by means of the old slulce near Counter
Drain Stetion, thils, howevor, only acted alb a relatively
high level, but i1t did discharge water in gradually lesasening
quantities untll such time as the Wash wog virtually dry.
Punping as a méjor operation was consldered for this area,
but in view of all the local circumstances and tho Intore
depencenco of the other surrounding; distrlcts with this

provlem precluded tho uso of a great deal of puping

oquipnent, but In tho courso of tho next fow deys, tho punmp,
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that had already boen installed at tho 4th District, was
stripped end takon to Tonpguoe End Bridpe and run for 432
hours continuously pumping the Counter Drain Washes water

Into the River Glon, which materially asszisted the sltuation.
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