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IN Consequence of the Resolutions of a Meeting of the PROPRIE~
TORS of Estates in SeaLping, Deepinc-Fen, and Parishes adjoining,
held at the #hite Hart Ina at Searpive, in the County of Lincoux,
on the 24th. Day of August, 1791; and of the Resolutions of the 3d. of
October following, of a COMMITTEE appointed at such Meeting, We
whose Names are under-signed, met at the said #hite Hars Inn at Spalding,
on the 7th. Day of November, 1791, and proceeded the next Day to ex-
amine the State of the present Out-fall of the River WELLAND, wiuch
we found very defective; and, in order to form a Plan for improving tne
same, - we viewed the Reserwoir, and the Marsh Lands dowa to #/ yoerion
Roads, and the various Sluices which discharge Water 1nto the Bay, and
into the Out-fail of the River Welland ; and also viewed Fernait’s Draia,
the Hestlode, and the River Glenn, and all the Tunnels as well througis
the Banks thereof, as through the Banks of the River #%iland, but couid
proceed no further at that Time in the Execution of the Business subimic=
ted to us, on account of the Inclemency of the Weather. We have again
met this 1 5th. Day of August, 1792, and upon mature Deiiberation taak

it highly improper to make any further Progress in the Business, on Aca
count of the Resolutions of the House of Commons which were passed 1n

the last Session of Parliament, relating to Improvements in Navigations,
the same Resolutions requiring a Plan of all Lands necessary to oe cut
through for obtaining such Improvement, to be annexed to the Reports
of the Engineers employed ; and we do not censider ourselves empowered
by the Resolutions of the 24th. of August last, and of the 3d. of Uczoder
following, to order such Plan to be made; but from the said Views, we
are of Opinion that no lasting and effectual Improvement can be obtained
in the said Out-fall, without making an encire New Cut througn the
Marshes to commence at or near the Reservair, and to cmpty 1tseit into
deep Water between the Scalp and Wyberton Roads — And we beg Leave
to submit to the said COMMITTEE, the Propriety of enabling us to
procure a Plan of the Lands, pursuant to the said Resolutions of the

House of Commons.
Signed
Long - Sutton, JOHN HUDSON.
15th. Adugust, 1792. JAMES GOLBORNE.
GEORGE MAXWELL.

- The above having been sent by us to Messrs. Asurey and Sanperson,
they summoned a Meeting of the COMMITTEE at the i#bite Hart Inn
at Spalding, on the 17th. Day of August, 1792, when Messrs. Hupsov and
MaxweLL attended ; and 1t was unanimously Resolved by tae said COM-
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Feet nine Inches of Water on the Pointing of Pernatt’s Sluice.
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COMMITTEE, that it would be proper to obtain a Survey and Plan
of the Marshes from the Reservoir to Hyberton Roads. — In Consequence
of such Resolution, Messrs, Hupsox and MaxweLL appointed to meet at
Fosdike Inn on Monday the 8th. Day of October, 1792, the latter having
engaged to set a Surveyor to Work, and, in the mean Time to ascertain
the Levels, and to apprize Mr. Gorporne of the Day appointed for pro=

“ceeding in the Business and forming a Report thereon, with an Estimate

of the Works required.:

, Having accordingly met on the 8th Day of October 1792, at Frsdike Inn,

a Plan of part of tae Marshes was laid before us by Taomas Tuoree, the
Surveyor, appointed to make the same with a Profile of the Levels that
h:a,d" been previously taken by Mr. MaxweLL, who for the sake of pre=
cluding an Opposition to the Scheme from the Owners of the inclosed
Marshes, had carried the Line of the said Levels as much as possible
through the un-embanked part of the Marshes, and directed the Surveyor
to measure and lay down no more of the inclosed Marshes, than was ne=
cessary to describe the said Line; as well for the sake of saving Expences,
as for completing the Survey in the Time required.

But on Examination of the said Profile, it appears to us, that the Sur-
face of the un-embanked Marshes is, in general, much higher than the
Surface of the Land within the Roman Bank, and consequently that the

Expence of cutting a River through the former will be very considerably
greater, than through the latter ; and having bored into the Land both

on the outside of and within the Roman Bank, we find the Soil of the
f;erer, below Fusdike Inn, from four Feet deep to the depth required for
a River, to be in general of a light sandy Nature ; and the latter, to be
mostly strong Clay and Silt.

On the whole, it appears to us to be highly expedient, to commence
the New River upon the open Marsh, at a Place near Hoorsn's Gibbet;
and to carry the same along the open Marsh, to a Place near Gasberton
Sluice; but for the Reasons before-mentioned, we recommend it to be
carried from thence into the inclosed Marshes, keeping within the same
from the last-mentioned Place, down to Whyberton Roads, nearly as descri=
bed on the Plan above referred to; and we have subjoined an Estimate
of the Expence of cutting a River in that direction, with the Value of the
Land that will be cut through and covered by the Banks thereof.

On. comparing the Surface of the Water at Vernatt’s Sluice, with the
Surface of low Water at Wyberton Roads, we find a difference of cleven
Feet, five Inches, and seven Tenths; and at that Time there was four
These
Circumstances shew very forcibly the Impediments in the present Chan-
nel ; and we beg leave to remark, that neither that Part of South Holland

which is at present annoyed by the Waters of Lord s Drain, nor the Land;
o
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on the opposite fide of the River above Spalding, can, in our Opinion,
ever be completely drained without an alteration in the present System,
as well as an Improvement in the Out-fail; and we here state our Reason
for that Opinion.

The Lands in Deeping inclosed Fens are at present drained, partly
by means of a subterancous Tunnel, which conveys the Water under the
River Welland, into the said Drain called Lord’s Drain, and running for
several Miles through Soxb £illand, and emptying itself into the Channel
of the Welland through a Sluice WITH ONE WATER-WAY OF TEN
FEET ; and other Parts of the Deeping Fen Waters are discharged through
a Sluice at the Termination of Fernatt’s Drain, which Sluice has TWO
WATER-WAYS, EACH OF FIFTEEN FEET WIDE, but one of the
Water-ways of that Sluice has been blocked up for many Years; and as
the Threshold of Pernait’s Sluice is lower by eight Inches, than that of
Ford’s Drain, we are clearly of Opinion, that a much greater quantity of
Warer might be run through the Water-ways of Vernott's Sluice, than
can ever be discharged through one of those Warter-ways, and the Sluice
of Lord’s Drain; but we must remark, tht Pernatt’s Drain appears to us
to be neither sufficiently wide nor deep, for conveying so much Water to
the Sluice as might be discharged through it. — We are also clearly of
Opinion that the subteraneous Tunnel should be discontinued, as well
because it will become un-necessessary for the Drainage of Deeping Fen,

as because it greatly annoys South Holland—To give a free Passage for the
Water from Deeping Fen, it is necessary to deepen the Bed of the Welland

from Vernatt’s Sluice to Hooton’s Gibbet, and to take off the bend in the
fides thereof; and we propose the Bed of the New River at its commence-
ment near Hootsn’s Gibbet to be two Feet ten Inches lower than the Point-
ings of Vernatt’s Sluice, and to carry it on an inclined Plane of four Inches

ina Mile from thence to 1ts Termination ; the distance being about scven
Miles and a half. ‘

The Bottom of the River at its Termination, will be two Feet higher
than the present Low-water Surface at #yberton Roads where we recom-
mend a Sea Sluice with pointing Doors to Sea and Land, to be laid one
Foot lower than the present Su face of low Water; as we conceive the
Bed of the River may be improved to that depth by Friction, and the
use of the Spade Machine, '
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THE FOLLOWING IS AN ESTIMATE OF THE EXPENCE.

To improving the Bed of the River from a little above Vernatt's £ 8 D,
Sluice, and taking off the Bends in the Sides thereof, to a certain %
Place culled Shepherd’s Hole — — — — — _ _ __

To making a Dam across the present Channel, from the Com-
mencement of the New River, to the nearest Point on the opposite g 237 ©
SHOTE e o e o i iy o i

To cuttiig 2 New, River from Hooton's Gibbet to a Flace East of
the Ship Ale-house, at Wyberion Roads, being seven Miles and a "
half in length, witn a Bottonm of fifty Feet, and a Slope on each Side Lo~ 2 Q9
of two Feet in a Foot, and Fore.lands of forty Feet — —— __

To Purchase of the LANDS for CUT COVER and FORE-LANDS.
£ s d

Salt Marshes, 104 Chains in length — — — 285 o o
Inclosed Marsh, 488 Chains in length — — 6685 12 o

[

6,970 12 ©
To making a Sea Sluice of three Eyes at Wyberton Roads, 50 Feet
Water way ; with a double Pen-lock of 14 Feet Water-way, and % 10,500 ©
Pointing’ Doors to Sea and Land . — — — — — . _
To Ten Bridges . s i o o i e o 3,500 © ©

Contingencies, at 15 per Cent, — — st el e T A ThSE 0 O

£49:358 12 o

We have not included any part of the River above Vernatt's, because we
think the Bed of it may be sufficiently improved by the Spade Maciine ;

and whatever is done by that Means, will be Permanent, after the New
River is made.

The Works proposed will be Expensive, as appears by the above
Estimate, but the Object at Stake Is of great Magnitude ; and there can

be no Question, whether a rich and fertile Country ought to remain in
its present unproductive State, or be converted to a subject of great Pri-
vate and Public Advantage. The New Cut will, in our Opinion, not
only insure a complete Drainage oi the low Lands, and the Preservation
of the Banks on both Sides of the River above Spalding, but greatly im-
prove the Navigation, and be the Means of opening a regular and safe
Communication between the two Shores at Fusdike Wash; and ot acqui-
ring some thousands of Acres, from the laying up of the Sands adjoining’
to the present Channel; and when all these Advantages are considered,
there can be no doubt as to the practicability and propricty of the Scheme s
but not having either an Account ot the Quantity of Land to be drained,
the Amount of the Tonnage of Goods annually imported, any proper
Documents relating to the Tolls arising at Fusdike Wash, or a Survey of
the bare Sands ; we cannot enter into the Business any further at present,
than merely to point out the abovmeentioned Improvements, as affording

different Heads of the Means for raising a sudicient Fund the Purposes
aforesaid.

JOHN HUDSON.
SPALDING, 15th, OcToEER, 1792, JAMES GOLBORNE,
GEORGE MAXWELL,
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