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Fhis essay about the Jeks 1 Bamly was inspaved by local names
in the seuth Lineolnshive fens, Mozt of it was gleamed from the
web, some from members of the fmily, the Mational Ceallery ol

Cansda, BBC Rudie 4. books

inchuding Crorfrde Jekyll

Batowe sl bowats, the gordens, cend tie powteos by Joan Edwards,
The Museum of Garden History™s Richardzon Lecture 1993,
Crortrude Jekll, @ mennoie by Franeis Jekyll, Cape 1934, and the
rest from local history with special thanks to Mr 3ill Belsham of
I'he Spalding Gentlemen's Society, The plotogeaphs {and mis-
takies) are mine, My grateful thanks to all who helped.
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History books stae the Jekylls
origmated in Lincolnshire, and
there is ample evidenee W show
Jekvils owied land in Soutl Elal-
Bl L imenoliesdire, sitly varingions:
ol the e inseveral places: Jekils
Bank. Jekils Cite, and even Jigales
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South Holland centurics befone
they migrated o Londomn and
ATy,

Soholars atribute the name Jegyd

{6 Seandinay ian roots, and this
L
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would be compatible with the
history of Yorkshire and Lincoln-
shire. It is widely thought that a
whole Viking army settled in the
region after the early Danclaw
invasions and before the Norman
Congquest in 1066.

A common family name in fce-
land is *Yokull’ meaning glacier.
Curiously the word voke! has the
same root. It could be surmised
that rough Nordic settlers re-
ceived a “bad press” from super-
cilious, superior Normans look-
ing to grab as much land as possi
ble for themselves. Whatever the
circumstances. it seems the fam-
ily may have begun to migrate
south from Yarburgh. just north
of Louth. before the Whaplode
land was gifted 1o Peter Gikel by
the Norman sounding Fulk son of
Avice.

Variable spellings force the in-
clusion of names possibly uncon-
nected. or equally possibly. con-
nected 1o the Jekylls. When Latin
was the main written language.
the lenter 7 1ook the place of f and
yand often g and h as well.
Therefore those letters became
interchangeable and gave rise 10
many variations through the ages.

Pronunciation depended upon
the clerk who wrote them down
and how he interpreted the
sounds he heard. Writing down
strange names utlered by people
who could barely pronounce
them. let alone write them. added
to the colourful mixture of spell-
ings in so many ancient records.
In time these names became stan-
dardised in registers and literally

fixed in stone on monuments.

Unﬁ..munnlcl} there appear 1o be
N0 existing tombstones with the

name of Jekyll in any of its vari-
ous forms. Their main Lincoln-
shire memorial is the varicty of
Strect names encompassing a
st"E-: rural area near Spalding
irom Moulwon 10 Gedney.

Jekil’s Bank runs castward from

Muull‘on Laudyke through Whap-

lode S5t Catherine 10 Holbeach St

John's where it becomes Joys
Bank: Jekil's Gate is a shorter road
in Fleet between Damgate and Balls
Lane. near Fleet church: liggles
Gate leads directly from Jekylls
Farm to the Ravensbank (otherwise
known as Little South Holland
Drain). A map from 1307 has Jig-
gles Bank for Jekils Bank: a Fleet
register of 1731 has Jeggells-gate
occupying the position now held by
Jekils Gate.

The area of land bounded by the
Jeky1l name in all its forms is ex-
tensive. but road—and place
names are oflen extended to suit
local or postal authoritics. Fleet
Hargate used to mean the main road
through Fleet for example: it is now
the main part of the village. How-
ever. it scems safe to assume that
Jekyll territory covered many
fenland acres between Gedney and
Moulton. The Jekylls were far from
vokels!

If they were such prosperous land-
owners. why did they migrate? The
answer probably lies in the Black
Death. which devastated the coun-
tryvside in the 13th and 14th centu-
ries. With the population greatly
reduced it would be impossible (o
cultivate the soil when every proc-
ess was dependent on manual la-
bour.

Horses and oxen necded hands 1o
drive the plough or cart; gathering
in the harvest would have been im-
possible without a good labour sup-
ply. Farming itsell became an ¢n-
dangered occupation. The peculiar
problems of fenland drainage would
not have made life any casier. As
with Dr Johnson’s desperate Scols-
man, no prospect looked so good as
the road leading south. London
beckoned,

F'rom the Fens, the story of the
Jekylls expands into a multitude of
interests and careers on at least
three continents, The family history
is well documented, beginning with
William Jekyll (1470-1539). e
went o London from Lincolnshire
and became Purveyor of Forage lor
the King's Horse.
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Next a distinguished lawyer. Sir
Joseph Jekyll (1662-1738). Master
of the Rolls, actually left money in
his will to reduce the national debt:
his portrait was painted by Sir Giod-
frey Kneller. and his name was
given to Jekyll Island. Georgia. by
its founder General Oglethorpe. as
a token of his admiration.

Sir Joseph’s nephew John Jekyll
travelled widely in Europe before
moving to America and was collec-
tor of His Majesty’s Customs for
the Port of Boston, Massachusetts.
from 1707 until his death in 1732:
he had nine children with his wife
Hannah Clark of New York.

Commenting on his life. The Bos-
ton Weekly Newsletter wrote: “He
was publicly conspicuous of his
office for his faithfulness and his
application in his Duty to the
Crown: by his courteous Behaviour
to the Merchant. he became the
Darling of all Fair Traders.” A nota-
ble oration was delivered and pub-
lished by the Rev Roger Price on
the occasion of his death.

His son Captain Edward Jeky 11
Gertrude Jekyll's great-grandfather.
returned to England and became a
naval officer. His support ol the
American colonies stunted his ca-
reer, In 1775 it was reported that:
*Giving {ree scope to his opinions
as a native American, he incurred
the wrath of Lord Sandwich™ who
was then First Lord Of The Admi-
ralty (as well as inventor ot the
sandwich).

Sir Joseph JekyIl's great-nephew
Joseph Jekyll (1754-1837) origi-
nated in Wales and went to France
upon graduation from Oxtord in
1774, There he learned the social
graces that enabled him to mix cas-
ily with “the great and the good™ ol
his day. He returned to Britain in
FFebruary 1776 and studied law,
being called to the bar a Lincoln’s
Innin 1778,

Joseph wrote the biography of a
freed slave, lgnatius Sancho. Bom
m 1729 on a slave ship, Sancho
became a celebrity and the st Al-
rican o vote in a British election, A



gifted scholar. he kept a shop
with his wife and children in
Westminster. The ubiquitous Dr
Johnson knew him. and a portrait
ol Sancho. painted in 1768 by

I'homas Gainsborough, hangs in
the National Gallery of Canada.
He died aged about 50.

It is probable he knew another
freed slave, Job Diiablo, be-
friended by Sir Hans Sloane.,
founder of the British Museum
and Natural History Muscum.,
Sloane and Djiablo were both
members of the second oldest
lcarned society in Britain, the
Spalding Gentlemen’s Society in
Lincolnshire. The wheel turns
almost full circle in 1801 with the
marriage of Sir Hans Sloane’s
daughter Anna Maria and Joseph
Jekyll. He became Solicitor-
General.

Gertrude Jekvll (1843-1932)
was Joseph and Anna’s grand-
daughter. and the designer of
over 400 gardens at home and
abroad. many in collaboration
with the famous architect. Ed-
ward Lutyens (1869-1944).
Lutvens was commissioned to
help design the British Pavilion in
Paris in 1900 by Gerirude
Jekvll's brother Sir Herbert Jekyll
(1846-1932).

Miss Jekyll is the subject of
many books and many more arti-
cles. Due 1o extreme short-
sightedness. Gertrude was care-
{ullv educated at home. her father
taking a special interest in devel-
oping her latent skills. He taught
her to work in wood and metal
and she also became very skilled
in embroidery. painting and inte-
rior design.

Her deteriorating eyvesight
forced her into different channels
and Gertrude achieved her great-
est success with garden design,
working with Lutvens. Gertrude
died in December 1932, follow-
ing her brother Herbert’s death in
September. Next door neighbours
i life. they both lie in Busbridge
churchyard, Surrey, in a tomb

designed by Lutyens, who became
known for his war graves and me-
morials. especially Thiepval and the
Cenotaph.,

Echoing his grandfather’s con-
cerns for the downtrodden.
Gertrude's younger brother. the
Rev Walter Jekyll. friend of Robert
Louis Stephenson, went to Jamaic
where he met and befriended
Claude McKay (1890-1948). a
black poct, writing a folk music
book with him and encouraging a
trip to Harlem in 1912. Claude vis-
ited France, Russia and England
and became a prominent commu-
nist, writer and gay icon. dedicating
Banana Bottom in 1933 to his carly
mentor Walter Jekyll. Claude
McKay died in Chicago a convert
to Catholicism.

Gertrude Jekyll's home was inher-
ited by her nephew Francis Jekyll
(1882-1965) known as Timmy. Af-
ter Eton and Oxford, Timmy was a
librarian at the British Museum and
an avid collector of folk songs with
George Butterworth. Alter Butter-
worth died on the Somme in 1916
Timmy wrote: *Some of my happi-
est days were those we spent to-
gether. tramping the Sussex Downs
and collecting songs.”

Sadly Timmy had resigned from
the British Museum in 1914 and

sank into a long and debilitating
depression, living alone in “The
Hut® at Munstead Wood on his
aunt’s former estate until his death
at B2,

The circle nears completion with
the marriage of Barbara Jekyll
daughter of Colonel Sir Herbert
Jekyll, KCMG. to the Hon Francis
Walter Stafford Maclaren. elected
in 1910 Member of Parliament for
Holland (Lincolnshire constituency
later Holland with Boston). sadly
killed in a flying accident in 1917,

In 1922 Barbara married the
much decorated World War [ leader
of the New Zealand forces, Lieu-
tenant General Bernard Cyril Frey-
berg (1889-1963), created First
Baron Freyberg and appointed
Deputy Constable and Lieutenant
Governor of Windsor Castle.

From the millpond flatness of the
Lincolnshire Fens. purvevors of
forage. the Jekylls rose to moun-
tainous heights as lawvers, clergy-
men, bankers. merchants, soldiers.
sailors, solid members of the Brit-
ish establishment. while tethered on
the gentler slopes by deep and
nebulous bonds wandered dream-
ers, musicians and befrienders of
free spirits such as Ignatius Sancho.
Claude McKay and Robert Louis

Stephenson.
ephe =

Gerirude

i Jekyll

from the front
cover of

Jekyil, 1991,
Penguin
Books
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