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The true story of Rosa Ann Machin, a young woman from Quadring 
in rural Lincolnshire who at 15, embarked on a life in service that 

was to last for 54 years. A life captured in photo and postcard 
albums she compiled during her lifetime and the contents of a 
remarkable journal of prose, mostly in her own handwriting. 

 
 Reflecting romance, tragedy and amazing loyalty set against the 
rigidity of Victorian values where the boundaries between upstairs 
and downstairs sometimes became blurred, living under the same 

roof as anyone was the way to know them best and the 
consequences of infidelity could last a life time 

  
- irrespective of your position in the household. 

 
 
 

(The author is Rosa Ann’s great-grandson and the research was 
prompted by the discovery of the albums and journal whilst 

clearing out the family home prior to sale in 2014. They provided 
an opportunity to find the facts behind the family folklore that 

surrounded Rosa Ann’s life.) 

Holme Hall, Bakewell 
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Quadring 

Rosa Ann pictured with her three 
older brothers (l to r) William, 

Alexander and Henry Ross 

 
Mother and Father 
 
 
 
Rosa Ann Machin was born on 
the 4th of September 1855 in 
the small rural village of 
Quadring in Lincolnshire. She 
was the fourth of five children 
and first daughter born to 
Henry Machin - a husbandman 
- and his wife Ann (nee Rice). 
 
A husbandman in England in 
the medieval and early modern 
period was a free tenant 
farmer or small landowner. 

1. Quadring, Lincolnshire 1855 – 1870 
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Childhood 
 
 
Rosa Ann’s family seem to have 
enjoyed a moderately good 
standard of living and a further 
addition arrived 18 months after 
Rosa Ann in the shape of a second 
sister, Sarah. But sadly in 1859 
their father Henry died. To mother 
Ann’s credit she was able to keep 
the family together as recorded in 
the 1861 census and well beyond 
that date. The Rice family were 
well represented in Quadring and 
would no doubt have helped Ann 
in whatever ways they could. 
 
Each of the brother and sisters 
appears to have had a good 
education at Donington School 
some three miles north of Quadring. It seems likely that they all 
stayed in education until they reached 15 years of age an 
assumption supported by the 1871 census which shows Rosa Ann 
then working and aged almost 16 whilst younger sister Sarah 
was still at school aged 14. That Rosa Ann received a reasonable 
education is illustrated by the quality of the handwritten prose in 
her journal, extracts from which are included throughout this 
presentation. 
 
Mother Ann later re-married, this time to David Dawson, a 
farmer eleven years her senior also from Quadring, a widower 
with a daughter - Elizabeth (Lissie) - almost the same age as 
Rosa's sister Sarah. Lissie herself later went in to service, 
working for a number of years for the Brook family at Meltham 
Hall, Meltham near Huddersfield. 
 
Each of the children left home and started work around the time 
of their 15th birthdays. William and Henry Ross followed their 
father and stepfather into agriculture and Alexander became a 
domestic servant. 
  
By 1871 at just 15 years of age Rosa Ann had started her life in 
service, working for Robert Dobson a single man and draper & 
grocer in Bellinghay, Lincolnshire, reporting to Ellen Faulkner, the 
housekeeper. 

Henry Machin 
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Rosa's mother Ann and 
Stepfather David Dawson  

A young Rosa wearing the six 
petal brooch that features in 

many of her photos 
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2. A Family Leaving Youth Behind 
 
Rosa's oldest brother leaves for America 
 
 
In 1874 older brother William 
left Lincolnshire for Montezuma, 
Indiana. There he married 
Betsy Cheesewright, another 
emigre and acquaintance from 
Lincolnshire. 
 
Indiana is a Midwestern state 
known for its farmland, a fact 
that probably attracted William 
to become an early settler. With 
its flat plains it must have 
reminded him of his home in 
Lincolnshire, but on a huge 
scale. 
 
Montezuma was an important 
trading post in the area for 
Miami Native American 
settlements. However, the town 
did not flourish until the 
Wabash and Erie Canal was 
built. By 1857, the railroads 
were replacing canals and soon 
two major rail lines intersected 
in Montezuma. Passengers and 
freight on the line from Washington D.C. to Springfield, IL, would 
often stop over here in order to transfer to the line running from 
Chicago to Miami. 
 
With Betsy, William had four children, Arthur Ross, Dan Watson, 
Ida and Gertrude. 
 
Half a century after her arrival Betsy recalled life in Montezuma in 
the 1870s for one of a series of "Historical Sketches" reproduced 
from an interview in The Montezuma Enterprise and unearthed by 
her great-grandson, Richard M Wheeler. (See overleaf) 
 
 

William Machin and his wife 
Betsy Ann (nee Cheesewright) 
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On 17th March 1890 William died in Indiana aged only 39. 
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Lincolnshire to Yorkshire, 1870 to mid 1880s 
 
Rosa Ann continued her life in service for the next ten years and 
by the time of the 1881 census we find her working for James 
Booth at The Grange in Ovenden near Halifax. 

Alderman James Booth was Lord Mayor of Halifax from 1887 to 
1890 and again briefly in 1893. His business, James Booth & Son, 
was a worsted spinning and woollen fancy goods manufacturer 
established at Ovenden in 1876. Their products included gloves 
and hosiery.  
 
From 1880, the business moved to Lee Mills, Halifax and the 
name was changed to James Booth. By 1890, they employed 
over 1,000 workers and operated 2,500 spindles and 180 looms. 
In February 1890, when James Booth was Mayor of Halifax, the 
firm were ordered to pay £29 10/- for causing 12 women and 
young persons to work after hours at their Netherton Mill, 
Holmfield. The manager accepted responsibility. The company by 
then also had premises in Huddersfield, Bradford and London. 
Alderman Booth lived with his wife Hannah, was 51 years old and 
appears to have no surviving children. In the household there are 
three servants, a cook, a house maid and a waiting maid. Rosa is 
the youngest of the three and is the house maid. 

Alderman and Mrs James Booth 



14 

Alexander Willie Machin 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A few months after the census Alexander Willie Machin was born 
on 15th December 1881. There can be little doubt his mother 
was Rosa Ann, her younger sister Sarah as we will find out later 
had recently married. Alexander's father is unknown. 
 
Alexander Willie was brought up by his grandmother, Ann 
Dawson. He lived with Ann until she died and after her death in 
1906 he was living at the home of his employer where he was a 
threshing machine driver and farm labourer. Alexander Willie died 
in 1921 aged 39. 
 
That her mother did not approve of her daughter's situation is 
perhaps an understatement and for the next few years Rosa Ann 
was estranged from her family in Quadring. 
 
 

Alexander Willie Machin 
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The mysterious life of Rosa Ann's sister Sarah 
 

Rosa Ann's younger sister Sarah 
married Charles Frederick 
Sharman from nearby Spalding in 
about 1880 when she was 23 and 
he was 21. Over the next 12 or 
so years they had 6 children, 
Marie, Harry, Frederick, Bertie, 
Doris and Sydney. During that 
time they moved a number of 
times first to Thame, Oxfordshire, 
then to Ringstead near 
Hunstanton in Norfolk, from there 
to Biggleswade in Bedfordshire 
followed by Brighton in Sussex 
before arriving in Woolwich where 
they lived at 91-93 Powis Street 
near Woolwich Arsenal. Charles 
was a cheesemonger and 
poulterer. 
 
But then between 1891 and 1901 
(probably in 1894) everything 
seems to have gone wrong and 
Sarah left the family. The 
younger children including a 
further son Alfred stayed with their father and he re-married. His 
second wife Maud was 10 years his junior and they moved to 
Leyton in Essex where they had three children together - Harry 
Victor, Leslie Maurice and Maud Irene. 
 
In a birthday book that dates back to the early 1900s reference is 
made to Sarah's "friend" Louis Sharman. Louis was born around 
1875 - Sarah's husband Charles in 1859. It is possible Louis and 
Charles were brothers but there is no evidence that this is the 
case. Louis only appears in the 1901 census when he was living 
as a boarder in Mile End Old Town, London. 
 
The same birthday book contains a surname for Sarah which was 
initially illegible, but by working back from Sarah's date of death 
it seems the surname was Kimblin. As Sarah Kimblin she appears 
in the 1911 census living in Quadring Road, Donington, 
Lincolnshire where she is described as being of "Private Means" 
and living alone, then aged 54. Post Card evidence indicates she 
moved there around December 1906. 

Rosa's younger sister 
Sarah Machin 
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The surname Kimblin is unusual and only a handful of people with 
the surname are recorded in the various census since 1841, but 
none of them have an obvious connection to Sarah. 
 
An address book dating back to the early 1900s and one or two 
of the photos in Rosa Ann's three albums refer to Sarah as Aunt 
Sallie, though the photos are clearly of Sarah. 
 
What caused Sarah to leave her family is unclear as is the nature 
of the relationship with Louis Sharman, 18 years her junior. 
 
Sarah died on 10th December 1929. 

Sarah Kimblin - 1915 
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3. Winterbottom Family - mid 1880s to 1924 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following the birth of Alexander Willie and the inevitable 
conclusion that he was conceived whilst Rosa Ann was working 
for Alderman Booth, it is unclear whether or not she returned to 
The Grange in Ovenden. Alderman Booth was 51 at the time of 
the 1881 census. The photos of him and wife Hannah from Rosa 
Ann’s albums seem to show someone over 51 years old so 
perhaps she returned to The Grange after the birth – who can 
tell? 
 
By 1891 she was working for William Dickson Winterbottom at 
158, Queens Road, Richmond in the North Riding of Yorkshire. 
His brother George Harold was in the process of building their 
father's Salford based textile business of which William was a 
director and major shareholder, into the largest supplier of book 
cloth for book binding in the world. The business dominated the 
trade in the UK and USA for over 50 years, making both brothers 
millionaires. 

Rosa Ann Machin 
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William and Clara 
 
 
Mr Winterbottom and 
Clara married in 1884 and 
had their first son 
Archibald in 1885. The 
photograph in the 1880 
album that belonged to 
Rosa Ann taken in 
Richmond of Master 
Archibald with the two 
rabbits indicates that Rosa 
Ann took up her 
employment in the second 
half of the 1880s. 
 
Rosa Ann was a cook and 
domestic servant 
supported by Alice Barlow 
the nurse, Frances Blyth 
and Mary Wilson the 
housemaids. At the time 
of the 1891 census apart 
from visitors and 
servants, the house was 
occupied by Mr 
Winterbottom and his 5-
year-old son Archibald 
Dickson. 
 
Clara tragically died either 
during childbirth or soon 
after the birth of their 
second son, Master Guy, 
who by the time of the 
census was 11 months old 
and living with his 
grandmother at 59 Eccles Old Road in Salford. 
 
It seems likely that Rosa Ann - who ran the household and was 
three years older than Mr Winterbottom - became a confidante 
and sharing his grief, helped him come to terms with his loss.  
Mr Winterbottom's second marriage would be to Laura Constance 
Clirehugh in January 1892.  

Mr William Dickson Winterbottom, 
his first wife Clara Craven (nee 

Fletcher) and their sons Archibald 
Dickson Winterbottom (bottom left) 
and Guy Winterbottom. Clara died 
aged 28 in 1890 at the time of the 
birth of Guy on 6th May. Guy him-
self died in action during the First 

World War in 1917. 
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A Society Wedding 

  
The marriage of the oldest son 
of an eminent northern 
industrialist and director of a 
rapidly expanding textile based 
business to the daughter of 
William Palin Clirehugh an 
actuary and highly respected 
director of the London and 
Lancashire Life Assurance 
Company was clearly a talking 
point amongst Mayfair society. 
 
The Clirehugh archives contain 
a newspaper clipping 
announcing the marriage of 
 

"Miss Constance 
Clirehugh, daughter of Mr. 
P. Clirehugh of 15, 
Ladbroke Terrace  to Mr. 
Dickson Winterbottom of 
Manchester on the 7th 
(January 1892) by the 
Rev. Charles Ridgeway at 
Christ Church, Lancaster 
Gate."  

 
There was an elaborate description of the expensive dress and a 
photo of the bride. 
 

Laura Constance Clirehugh - 
Connie to her family 

1866 illustration of Christ Church, Lancaster Gate, London - the 
venue for Mr Winterbottom's marriage to 

Laura Constance Clirehugh 
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Holme Hall, Bakewell 1892-1897 

After their wedding the new Mr and Mrs Winterbottom moved in 
to Holme Hall just outside Bakewell in Derbyshire and Rosa Ann's 
life for the next four or more years was based in this beautiful 
part of the Peak District. 
 
Two and a half years later on 18th September 1894 Mr and Mrs 
Winterbottom had their first child together, William Rodney 
(Master Rodney), a brother for Masters Archibald and Guy.  
Sometime around the birth of Master Rodney, Mr Winterbottom's 
name appears on the subscription list for the Meynell Hounds 
named after Hugo Meynell (1735–1808) who is generally seen as 
the father of modern fox hunting. Horse riding and fox hunting 
was to become a passion for Mr Winterbottom. 
 
Master Rodney’s birth appears to have marked the start of a 
difficult time in Mr. Winterbottom and Connie’s marriage. Cause 
or effect, the friendship that had developed between Rosa Ann 
and Mr Winterbottom following the death of Clara some five or 
six years earlier was re-kindled and by the summer of 1896 Rosa 
Ann was pregnant for a second time. 

Holme Hall, Bakewell 
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When Connie became aware of the situation it seems likely that 
she left Holme Hall with Master Rodney and returned initially to 
her father’s home at 81, Duke Street just off Grosvenor Square in 
central London. 

 
There is correspondence to Rosa Ann from staff who had worked 
at Holme Hall which might indicate that for a short time Connie 
and Master Rodney at least, moved to Alderswasley Hall, Belper 
in Derbyshire as guests of the Hurt family. The photograph is 
scanned from the front of a postcard addressed to Rosa Ann. 
 
The exact sequence of events from this point is unclear, but on 
the 5th of January 1897 Rosa Ann gave birth to a daughter - Ivy 
Rosa. 

Alderswasley Hall 
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Coming to terms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
According to her birth certificate Ivy Rosa was born at Eaudyke 
Road in Quadring. Rosa Ann's long suffering mother Ann - then 
71 years old - lived at 57, Eaudyke Road and was still looking 
after Rosa's son Alexander Willie then 15 years old. 
 
In the next couple of months it is unclear what happened to Rosa 
Ann and her new child but on 25th March 1897 Ivy Rosa was 
baptised at the Primitive Methodist Chapel in Donington, three 
miles from Quadring. The baptism certificate gives Manchester as 
her abode. Mr Winterbottom's family lived in Cheetham Hill, 
Manchester, so possibly on a temporary basis this was their 
home. 
 
As for Mr Winterbottom and Connie, it would appear that her 
father, William Palin Clirehugh was instrumental in brokering a 
compromise that held the marriage together. It was a 
compromise that would define the lives of all three of them for 
over twenty years to come, not to mention Rosa Ann's. 

Rosa Ann's daughter Ivy Rosa 
aged 2 years 
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The Compromise 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Connie to consider any kind of reconciliation Rosa Ann 
needed to be taken out of the picture and an alternative to Holme 
Hall - the scene of her humiliation - had to be found. The simple 
solution would have been to dismiss Rosa Ann but instead Mr 
Clirehugh agreed to take her into his employment and provide a 
home for her child, Ivy Rosa. 
 
By 1898 Mr Winterbottom had moved in to Aston Hall in South 
Derbyshire. The Aston-on-Trent Local History Group believe he 
initially rented Aston Hall but very soon afterwards he bought the 
entire Aston-on-Trent Estate comprising 1,595 acres, along 
with Aston Hall for £96,232 from the Holden family. The way was 
now clear for Mr Winterbottom and Connie to get back together. 
Rosa Ann had a debt of gratitude to Mr Clirehugh who she 
faithfully served for many years to come. Mr Winterbottom 
and Connie would look after Mr Clirehugh at Aston Hall towards 
the end of his life. 

William Palin Clirehugh 
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A new life in London 

81 Duke Street comprises the arched shop front fascia with the 
red insert "Euro Coffee House" and the one immediately to the 
right of it - "Buckingham Dry Cleaners" with the four floors 
above. 
 
After rural life in the Peak District the move to London must have 
been a major culture shock for Rosa Ann, made all the more so 
by having a young child to take care of as well. The present day 
photo does not do justice to the Duke Street that Rosa Ann would 
have known. This would have been a terrace of uniform 
Edwardian mansion houses owned by important families 
in London society. 
 
When Rosa Ann moved to Duke Street Mr Clirehugh was about 67 
years old and partially retired from a career in the insurance 
industry where he was highly regarded. He had been born in 
Scotland and was married for 37 years to Laura Ann who died in 
1893. They had five children, Anne Maria who died aged 17 in 
1874, William George who was to die aged 41 in 1900, Laura 
Constance who married Mr Winterbottom, Beatrice Mary who died 
aged 15 in 1878 and Stamford Vair. 

75 to 83 Duke Street 
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From working in a large country house with many staff to 81, 
Duke Street with just two - Rosa Ann and Eleanor Jones who was 
10 years younger than Rosa - was quite a contrast. Both appear 
to have worked for Mr Clirehugh at least until he left London 
sometime before 1920 and after the 1911 census were joined by 
Etta who features with Eleanor and Rosa Ann in the title page of 
this presentation. 

 
Ivy Rosa 
Possibly because two of his three daughters had died in their 
teens Mr Clirehugh took an active interest in Ivy Rosa's 
upbringing. It is not clear how long she stayed at Duke Street 
but it is likely she remained there until she was 7 or 8. 
 
After leaving Duke Street, Ivy Rosa attended Donington School in 
Lincolnshire. Anecdotally she was brought up by her Aunt Sarah. 
This would fit as we know that by December 1906 when Ivy Rosa 
was 9 years old Sarah was living in Donington. However Ivy Rosa 
also spoke of the walk to school being “three miles there and 
three miles back”. So for the first year or two, until she moved in 
with Sarah, she must have been living in Quadring, possibly with 
her grandmother Ann who died on the 26th June 1906.  

Mr Clirehugh 
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Life at Aston Hall 

William and Connie 

l to r William Dickson Winterbottom, Laura Constance 
Winterbottom (nee Clirehugh), Nancy Eva Aline Winterbottom 

and William Rodney Winterbottom 



29 

At the time of the 1901 census Aston Hall was staffed by a nurse, 
a governess, two footmen, four housemaids, a hall boy, a lady's 
maid, a cook/housekeeper, two kitchen maids, a scullery maid, a 
nurse maid and at least five grooms. 
 
A year or so earlier, on 19th January 1900 Connie gave birth to 
Nancy Eva Aline (Miss Nancy) a sister for the three brothers. 
Rosa Ann kept a birthday book which includes the birthdays for 
all the Winterbottom family except Miss Nancy, perhaps indicative 
of the fact she now had little to do with that side of the family. 
Nevertheless the family from Aston Hall must have visited Mr 
Clirehugh at Duke Street from time to time so Rosa Ann would 
have maintained some level of contact with them. 
 
In Rosa Ann's 
collection of 
postcards there is 
one addressed to 
her at Duke Street 
that shows the 
stepping stones 
across the River 
Derwent at 
Bakewell. It reads; 
"I ought to have 
sent you a line 
sooner, but hoped to 
be able to say I 
found the brooch but alas!!! no - Don't know when I shall see you 
- Kindest Regards to you both. Yours. WW" 
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A further postcard franked in 1905 contains a picture of Cluny 
Castle and reads, "Dr. Miss M, Have a lot to say about the Darby 
cricket match when I see you" 
 

...and one from Stratford reads "Dear R. I tried my best to ring 
you up on Thursday and Friday but someone else was using it all 
the time had a heavy weekend but they have gone back I am 
very quiet today only Miss Fletcher so I don't know myself love to 
Both" 
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To what extent Mr Winterbottom and Connie’s relationship was a 
romantic attachment and to what extent it was built on self-
aggrandisement is open to debate. 
 
How William and Connie met is unclear but through business 
dealings between the London and Lancashire Life Assurance 
Company and the Winterbottom Book Cloth Company, Mr 
Clirehugh was probably aware that William had lost his wife and 
facilitated a meeting with Connie. The foundations of their 
relationship, at least to begin with, were probably the same as 
for most successful marriages but Connie appears to have 
brought something else to the partnership. 
 
A challenge for William in terms of establishing credibility for his 
family at Aston Hall was how to raise awareness within the 
“establishment” – the “old-money” aristocracy who were so 
influential in England at that time. William's wealth would not 
necessarily have bought privilege, instead he needed to court the 
“establishment” to become part of it. Connie’s drive and ambition 
together with her skills as a society hostess would make the task 
eminently achievable. 
 
In their heyday William and Connie must have been a formidable 
team and the ultimate evidence of their incorporation into the 
“establishment” was his appointment in 1917 as Deputy 
Lieutenant of Derbyshire. The Lord Lieutenant at that time was 
the Duke of Devonshire at Chatsworth – the epitome of the 
“establishment”. The post bestowed kudos on the family and by 
association on the Winterbottom Book Cloth Company. 

A meet of the Meynell Hounds took place at Aston Hall on Thursday. In the 
picture can be seen (l to r) Mrs W R Winterbottom, Mr W R Winterbottom 
(Master Rodney), Mr E Caldecott, Mrs Winterbottom. Sir Harold Nutting 
(Master of the Meynell Hounds), Viscountess Petersham, Viscount Peter-

sham (Master of the Earl of Harrington Hounds), Mrs E A Batley, Colonel W 
Winterbottom and Colonel Chandor-Pole - Derby Advertiser 24 March 1922 
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Working for Mr Clirehugh, 1897 to 1920 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rosa Ann's daughter Ivy Rosa lived in the Clirehugh household 
until sometime between 1903 and 1905. Mr Clirehugh was 
incredibly kind to his new lodger who remembered him as a 
generous and warm hearted gentleman. 
 
Rosa Ann worked for Mr Clirehugh until he left London and moved 
to Aston Hall to be with his daughter and son-in-law, sometime 
before his death on 28th June 1920.  
 
There is strong evidence that Rosa Ann moved with Mr Clirehugh 
to Aston Hall. Within her collection of postcards is one addressed 
to "W. P. Clirehugh Esq., at Aston Hall, nr Derby" that shows 
Hylton Castle near Sunderland and reads "To wish you all the 
best compliments of the season & a Happy New Year. - The E
(ast) view of my old home" 
 
There is also a postcard of Aston Hall and written in Rosa's 
handwriting on the rear it says "With much love to you wishing 
you many happy returns of the Day from mother"  

Rosa's daughter Ivy Rosa 
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Aston Hall, 1920 - 1924 

Rosa Ann, by now in her mid-sixties, remained in service at Aston 
Hall though it is not clear in what role. 
 
In the intervening years daughter Ivy Rosa married Gustaff 
Arnold Lukey on 26th October 1919 then sadly a little over a 
month later Rosa's brother Henry Ross died. As mentioned earlier 
Rosa's son Alexander Willie died on 16 March 1921. Three years 
later there was happier news when Rosa Ann's grandson Arnold 
Lukey was born on 8th January 1924. 
 
A little over three months later 54 years of life in service would 
come to an end. 

Aston-on-Trent War Memorial – The opening of the Memorial Hall took 
place on Saturday last, Mrs Winterbottom performing the opening ceremo-
ny. Our photograph shows Col. And Mrs Winterbottom, The Bishop of Der-
by, the Rev. H R N Ellison, Mr and Mrs R S Boden and other well-known 

people who were present - Derby Advertiser 17th February 1922 
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Lieutenant Colonel W D Winterbottom 
 

 
In addition to his commercial 
interests and management of 
the Aston-on-Trent Estate, Mr 
Winterbottom also had a 
military pedigree. He was 
connected with the Derbyshire 
Yeomanry from 1906 to 1919 
and prior to that with the 
Yeomanry Cavalry, Derbyshire 
and the Imperial Yeomanry, 
Derbyshire. From 1898 when he 
was a Second Lieutenant he 
rose to the rank of temporary 
Lieutenant-Colonel in 1914 and 
commanded the Derbyshire 
Yeomanry’s second line 
throughout World War 1, but 
did not see active service due 
to his age. 

 
 
 
 
Shortly after the outbreak of 
war Mr Samuel Boden JP of 
Aston Lodge opened his 
premises for an Auxiliary 
Hospital for wounded soldiers 
under the leadership of Connie 
Winterbottom. By 1915 the 
Auxiliary Hospital had moved 
from Aston Lodge to Aston Hall 
after the Winterbottom family 
generously released the West 
Wing for the purpose. 
 
 

Colonel Winterbottom 
and (seated) his son 

Master Rodney 
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The wounded soldiers were issued with a special uniform. This 
comprised a blue single breasted jacket, with a white lining open 
to the neck, blue trousers, a white shirt and a red tie. The soldier 
would wear his own service cap with regimental badge. 
 
The nursing staff consisted of a Matron and members of the 
Voluntary Aid Detachment with medical requirements being 
provided by the local doctor and village nurse. 
 
The London Gazette dated 4th April 1919 reported Mrs. 
Constance Winterbottom of Aston Hall was awarded the Royal 
Red Cross, 2nd. Class by His Majesty the King “in recognition of 
valuable nursing services under ‘The British Red Cross Society’ or 
‘Order of St. John of Jerusalem in England’ rendered in 
connection with the War.” 

Connie Winterbottom both led and worked 
in the Auxiliary Hospital 



37 

An untimely end 

A lifelong exponent of fox hunting and an accomplished 
horseman it was ironic that Colonel Winterbottom died three 

days after a riding accident. Possibly whilst out celebrating his 
66th birthday, he had fallen from his horse and succumbed to his 

injuries on 24th April 1924 in his bed at Aston Hall. 

The hunt in front of Aston Hall 
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The Derbyshire Advertiser from April 1924 reported on Colonel 
Winterbottom's funeral. 
 

In pouring rain practically the whole of the village of Aston-
on-Trent turned out to pay a last tribute to the late squire 
on Saturday. Draped with a Union Jack the coffin was born 
to the church on an estate dray, and was carried thence to 
the family vault on the shoulders of six estate employees. 
The service was conducted by Rev. H. R. N. Ellison. 
The shell was of elm, covered with white material, 
contained in an English oak case with silver appointments 
and name plate engraved "William Dickson Winterbottom, 
at rest April 24, 1924 aged 65 years" 
The large number of floral tributes which were laid out on 
the bank leading to the family vault included offerings from 
the Earl of Harrington, Sir Oswald Mosley, Sir Francis and 
Lady Burdett, Aston Parish Council ........... 
 

The Winterbottom vault contains four graves, those of Colonel 
Winterbottom, his son Archibald (by his first wife Clara) who died 
in 1944 and Archibald’s son George Douglas who was killed in a 
motorbike accident just outside Aston in 1931 aged only 19. The 
fourth grave is that of the wife of the minister at Aston Parish 
Church, Margaret Eleanor Ellison (nee Brownjohn) who died in 
1934 aged 39. George Douglas was living with Rev. and Mrs. 
Ellison at the time of his death. 

Steps to the wrought 
iron gates that were 
once the only way 

into the Winterbottom 
vault at Aston Parish 

Church. Colonel 
Winterbottom's 

headstone is to the 
right of the right hand 
gatepost. The vault, 
recently cleared of 

vegetation by Aston-
on-Trent Local History 

Group, is suffering 
from subsidence. 
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4. Rosa Ann's twilight years, 1924 to 1928 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The whole Aston Estate including Aston Hall was sold with almost 
indecent haste in November of 1924. Rosa Ann moved in with her 
daughter, son-in-law and grandson at 8 Hall Road, Handsworth, 
Sheffield where she lived for a further four years. Her daughter 
and grandson both recalled that during this time there was a 
large framed picture of an officer that hung over her bed. 
 
Rosa Ann died from cancer of the oesophagus on 30th April 1928. 
In her Will she left £337/4s/6d to Ivy Rosa - the equivalent of 
£20,000 in today's money. The picture disappeared. 
 
Amongst Rosa Ann's papers is a cutting from the London Gazette 
of an advertisement requesting any creditors of the Winterbottom 
estate to submit their claims promptly. Whether or not Rosa Ann 
submitted a claim and whether it was successful is not known, 
but a £20,000 estate in today's money was perhaps more than a 
servant would have been expected to leave. Could it be that she 
received some kind of ex-gratia payment of say £1,000 (£50,000 
in today's money) as a final gesture from the Winterbottom 
family following the Colonel's death in 1924? 

Rosa Ann Machin 
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Younger brother Alexander 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On 27th October 1927 Rosa Ann's last surviving brother, 
Alexander, died. His life - tinged with sadness - is summarised on 

his headstone. 



41 

Rosa Ann Machin 1855 to 1928 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Solitude 
  
 

Sitting in dreamy solitude 
Alone in a quiet room 

The twilight rapidly waining 
And setting into gloom 

 
 

Little she heedeth the darkness 
She is thinking of something past 

Something whose memory will haunt her 
Something too great to last 
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She must be in some great trouble 

For her head is bending low 
And through her wasted fingers 

The bitter teardrops flow 
 
 

She is thinking of one who not long ago 
Came in a traitors part 

Came with words that were falsely spoken 
And won over her girlish heart 

 
 

He made her believe he loved her 
He said he would love her till death 
He vowed he’d protect her forever 
If she would with her dying breath 

 
 

Did she show her love too quickly 
Or give him more than she ought 

Had she kept back just a little 
Would he not for more have sought 

 
 

How much he will have to answer 
For his sins he can never atone 

He left her, she who so much loved him 
Alone in the world – alone 

 
 

She is thinking all this over 
As she sits in her quiet room 
The twilight rapidly waning 

Has settled into gloom 
 
 

And as she touches those relics 
The ring with jewel so rare 

See how tenderly she is clasping 
That one little lock of hair 
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And as she touches those treasures 

Of the past so happy and bright 
She feels her heart is breaking 
And sobs – it’s one year tonight 

 
 

Hushed voices quiet footsteps 
Around a dying bed 

Trying in a voice to recall 
A life that is almost dead 

 
 

They hear her whisper with labour breathing 
And o’er her they tenderly bend 
I’ll tell him I freely forgive him 
Say I have loved to the end 

 
 

So I leave this world of sorrow 
For one more happy and bright 
And ask him if he remembers 

It’s just two years tonight 
 
 

But twilight and darkness are ended 
And brightness gleams from afar 

For the young dead and lonely sleeping 
The light of the morning star 

 
 

Remember me 
At midnight hour I 

Love to think 
Of those most dear 

And memory often at that hour 
Would gladly its flight to thee 
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Mr Winterbottom's relationship with Rosa Ann 

 
The story of Rosa Ann leaves a number of issues unexplained; 
 
a) Why didn’t Mr Winterbottom simply dismiss her when he 

found out she was pregnant? 
b) Having gone to the trouble of finding work for Rosa Ann in 

London in order to save his marriage why did Mr 
Winterbottom continue to correspond with her? 

c) When Mr Clirehugh moved to Aston Hall what 
persuaded Connie to have Rosa Ann back under the same 
roof as she and her husband and when Mr Clirehugh died 
why retain her services? 

d) Why isn’t Connie or either of her two children buried in the 
family vault at Aston? 

 
In addition, although not necessarily relating to Rosa Ann, why 
the haste to leave Aston Hall after Mr Winterbottom’s death? He 
died in April 1924 – the whole estate was sold 7 months later. 
 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

WILLIAM DICKSON WINTERBOTTOM 

LT COLONEL 

DERBYSHIRE YEOMANRY 

BORN SEPT 2nd 1858 

DIED APRIL 23rd 1924 

 

GOD HATH CALLED HIM TO PEACE 
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In the poem “Solitude” two of the verses may contain a clue. 
 
 

And as she touches those relics 
The ring with jewel so rare 

See how tenderly she is clasping 
That one little lock of hair 

 
 

And as she touches those treasures 
Of the past so happy and bright 
She feels her heart is breaking 
And sobs – it’s one year tonight 

 
 
We know that Mr Winterbottom's first wife Clara died in the 
spring of 1890 and that it is likely that Rosa Ann took up her 
employment in Richmond in the second half of the 1880s. We 
also know that Mr Winterbottom married Connie in January 1892. 
 
Could it be that in the month's following his wife's death Mr 
Winterbottom and Rosa became engaged? She talks of “The ring 
with jewel so rare” and in the picture of her in later life she is 
wearing a ring with a single stone, not on her wedding finger but 
the same finger of her right hand. With his judgement clouded by 
grief, might Mr Winterbottom have felt so in need of solace and 
friendship that he proposed to Rosa Ann? 

     “The ring with jewel so rare?” 
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If so, when Mr Winterbottom’s family discovered his plans their 
view most likely would have been that this course of action was 
entirely inappropriate and they would have put pressure on him 
to break off the engagement. Could the reference in the final line 
of the extract above “... - it’s one year tonight” refer either to the 
anniversary of the engagement or the date it was broken off? 
 
The poem "In the Gloaming" (below) is taken from Rosa's journal 
but is not in her handwriting. Was it written by Mr Winterbottom 
at the time she moved to London in 1897 and transcribed into 
the journal or is it the product of a fertile imagination? 
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The decision to sell the complete Aston Estate so soon after 
Colonel Winterbottom’s death was probably driven in part by the 
terms of his Will and the need to pay death duties that totalled 
£320,969. His heirs were Connie, his three surviving children and 
Reva, the widow of his second son Guy.  
 
Toby Horton, the grandson of Mr Winterbottom’s younger brother 
George is of the opinion Connie couldn’t wait to move back to the 
south of England after Mr Winterbottom’s death. Initially after 
leaving Aston Hall she lived temporarily at 22, Down Street, 
London W1 and then in Oakley Place, East Grinstead. In 1932 she 
settled in Cuckfield Park, a mansion in Cuckfield, West Sussex 
where she lived until her death on 31st May 1936. 
 
In life the relationship between his heirs is difficult to assess 
although Connie is clearly mentioned on the stained glass window 
in Aston Parish Church that commemorates the life of Guy. In 
death only descendants from the Colonel’s first marriage are 
buried in the family vault. 
 
Was Aston Hall a happy home in the early 1920s or was life 
characterised by friction between Clara's siblings and Connie's 
exacerbated by the spectre of Rosa Ann’s relationship with the 
Colonel? 

Aston Hall - 2015 
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Research by Richard Lukey, Thorpe Bassett, North Yorkshire 
with thanks to the Aston-On-Trent Local History Group, Susan J Dorey 

and Toby Horton. 
 

Many of the photos in this presentation come from two photo albums 
and a postcard album that belonged to Rosa Ann. All the verses and the 

cutting are from a handwritten journal belonging to Rosa Ann. Some 
may be copies of other people's work; many are her own work. Not all 

the entries in the journal are in Rosa Ann's handwriting. 
 

More information including an illustrated history of Aston Hall is available 
by Googling - “Sway - Rosa A Machin a life in service” 

 
 

© Richard Lukey 2016 

In memory of Gran Lukey 

 

If only I’d listened and asked 

more questions 
Ivy Rosa Lukey 

1897 - 1975 
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Appendix 1 - William Dickson Winterbottom Family Tree 
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