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“How amiable are Thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts.”
Written on a wall in Fleet Baptist Church

“The peace of Christ be on this house and all dwelling in it.
Here 1s our rest.”

From the Latin inscription on the 14th Century South Door
of Gedney Church.

“Sure all the churches upon earth,
He bore with tottering feet;

Rouen, Amiens, Bourges and Chartres,
Long Sutton, Gedney, Fleet.

So sweet, so terrible the load,

It was as though he carried God.”

Richard Lawson Gales, Vicar of Gedney, 1909-1927
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For Ann, Mark and Jane.
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Spalding
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FOREWORD

1 feel very honoured to be invited to write
this Foreword.

[ have always maintained that the finest
structures amongst England's glorious heritage
of ancient Churches lie between Spalding and
King's Lynn,

_ I am therefore delighted to know that there
18 10 be a book on the churches of that area and
about people associated with them,

Mr. Norman Wills is an acknowledged
expert on the subject and with his artist friend
have produced a book of text and  illustrations
of a very high order, which 1 am pleased to
commend.

LAWRENCE E. JONES ES.A.
Homorary Lecturer
Historie Churches Preservation Tvust

INTRODUCTION

It 1s fortunate that locally we are blessed with such fine churches,
In a work of this kind, however, it has only been possible to feature
significant architectural, artistic and biographical material,

It 1s to be hoped that the biographies will lead to a greater under-
standing of Fenland Social History, especially of the 19th Century,

We wish to thank Lawrence E. Jones, F.S.A,, the clergy, key-holders,
suppliers of information, and those who helped in any way whatsoever,
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SPALDING

ST. MARY AND ST. NICHOLAS

The oldest parts of this church are the flat Norman buttresses of the
cast end. They are said to have belonged to a lengthening of the 12th
Century cemetery chapel of St. Thomas Becket. They may help to under-
stand the irregular angle of the east end.

Basically the church is 13th Century Early English, being cruciform
in shape. The transepts had castern aisles probably made into eight
chapels. Indeed the Spalding Priory of St. Nicholas under Prior William I
de Littleport had this parish church built about 1284. Sir Nikolaus
Pevsner considered the one north and three south chancel lancet windows
and the first two stages of the tower to be of this date. Clerestory windows
from this building can be seen in the transepts. They are externally oval
but are splayed inside. The four bays of the nave have circa 1284 Early
English quatrefoil piers.

The first two stages of the tower have been added to, as the bell-
openings of the third stage have Y-tracery and thus “reach well beyond
1300.” The spire is 15th Century Perpendicular. The bells of the tower
were not to be rung when the monks were in their dormitory in the Priory
across the river “except on the day and in the night of the Lord’s Nativity,
or for fire or flood, or any other great disaster.”” The Priory, founded in
1051 or 1052 was dissolved by Henry VIII in 1540. To this Early English
cruciform church de Littleport’s successor Clement Hatfield, Prior from
1293 to 1318, added aisles to the nave. It was Prior Hatfield who built
Wykeham Chapel three miles north east of this church in 1311.

In the 14th Century Decorated period the nave outer south aisle
was added. The piers between inner and outer south aisles are quatrefoil
again but now Decorated. At the same time St. Thomas’s Chapel was
built eastwards forming part of the south transept. A former upper room
of this was used as Spalding Grammar School at one time.

During the 15th Century Perpendicular period a nave outer north
aisle was added, the nave inner north aisle was extended eastwards
and the north porch was built. This 1496 porch is fan-vaulted. The
15th Century Perpendicular nave clerestory has seven, three-light windows
each side. The angel hammer beam roof is also 15th Century, as is the
south porch, and the west and north doors.

The large seven-light West Window is Victorian being part of Sir
G. G. Scott’s restoration of 1865 to 1867. At the same time the north
chapel of the chancel was added. The nave three-tiered chandelier is
dated 1760.



Fan-vaulting of 1496 in the North Porch of

St. Mary and St. Nicholas, Spalding.
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On the south wall of the inner south aisle four metres from the west
end there is a tablet with this inscription: “This cenotaph is erected to the
memory of Lieutenant George Johnson of His Majesty’s 41st Regiment of
Foot, who died at Fort St. George, Madras, on the 30th of May, 1823,
aged 26 years. To his deeply afflicted family the loss is irreparable, by his
brother officers and the whole Corps, in which he served nearly ten years,
he was much loved and respected. He had been promoted to the rank of
Captain in his Regt. only a few days previous to the fatal intelligence of
his death arriving in England. O God! Thy will be done.”

One metre east of Lieut. Johnson’s tablet is another: “In loving
memory of Sergt. Richard Mackman, 6th Lincoln’s, aged 23, was wounded
at Braisne, France Decr. 23rd 1914. Also wounded at Gallipoli Aug.
9th 1915. Died at Alexandria, Aug. 16th, 1915.” On the same tablet:
“Also M. E. G. Mackman, 15th Canadians, killed in France Sept. 1st, 1918,
Jesu Merci.” Both names are on the roll of honour in St. George’s
Chapel in this church as “R. Mackman L.Sgt.” and “M. E. G.
Mackman.”

At the foot of a nave outer north aisle window: “To the glory of God
and in ever loving memory of Lieut. John Victor Ariel Gleed, R.F.C.
who gave his life fighting over the German lines July 7th, 1917 aged 20
years, and of Capt. Charles Lewis Harvey, Lincolnshire Regt who died
May 10th, 1917 of wounds received in action in France.” This three-
light coloured-glass window shows Christ in the middle . To the west
there is the figure of John Gleed in armour bearing a shield with “Per
Adua ad Astra” and “G” in the light above. The eastern light has
Charles Harvey with a moustache and wearing armour with “H” written
in the light above.

At the west end of the outer north aisle on the north wall there is a
tablet: “Remember before God Sir John Wilson Gleed, Knight M.A.,
D.L., ].P., 1865-1946, beloved husband of Mary Gleed. He worshipped
in this church for 56 years and was churchwarden from 1902 to 1919.
May he rest in peace.” The Boys’ and Girls’ Sir John Gleed High

Schools were named after him.

ST. JOHN BAPTIST, HAWTHORNE BANK, SPALDING

St. John Baptist Church designed by R. F. Withers (1823-1894) was
consecrated on Thursday, 24th June, 1875.

This Victorian church was built in the Early English style. There is
a bell-turret above the west doorway. The nave has five bays. There
are ten small lancet windows in the nave north aisle but only eight in the
south aisle to make way for the south porch. There are five lancets on
each side of the nave clerestory. The west end has two lancets separated
by two blank arches. The font is round with four Purbeck marble shafts.

In the chancel there are three lancets to the east and three to the
north, with three shorter lancets to the south. There is a piscina and

sedilia.



On the north wall of the sanctuary is a brass cross and inscription
which reads: “To the glory of God and in loving memory of the Reverend
Augustus William George Moore, MA. of S, John's College, Cambridge.
First priest of this Church for 22 years, whose faithful and devoted
ministry was closed January 2nd, 1897 aged 55 years, Interred at
Weston S, Mary’s Church on the Feast of the Epiphany, May he rest in
peace.”  His tombstone inscription is mentioned under Weston Church.,

The holy water stoup in the south porch has this explanation nearby:
“This holy water stoup is made up of stones brought from medieval
rehgious houses,  The bowl and main stone of the base were found on
the site of Spalding Priory (Benedictine) and the bowl was most probably
used for the same purpose in medieval times. The carved head is from
St. Katherine’s Priory, Lincoln (Gilbertine) and the shaft from Bardney
Abbey (Benedictine).”

Above the west doorway there are three roundels; the central one
15 the Lamb of God and the right-hand one the Johnson crest. The
lett-hand roundel seems to be M.1. which could represent M.]. in fact.

Bishop of Lincoln, Christopher Wordsworth, said at the consecration
of St. Paul, Fulney in 1880, . . . Miss Johnson, one who devoted no less
a sum, I believe, than £30,000 for the purpose of building the church and
the school of St. John the Baptist and the endowing of the same,”

ST. PAUL, FULNEY, SPALDING

This church, designed by Sir G. G. Scott, was finished in 1880 two
years after his death.

The Lincolnshire Free Press of late October or carly November, 1880
published a full page article on the church in which was stated: “St. Paul’s
Church is a structure worthy of its architect, the late Sir Gilbert Scott.
The church is in the purest style of Early English, and consists of a nave
of three principal arches, sub-divided into six arches on each side, with
north and south aisles; the south aisle being continued to midway of the
chancel, which bears due proportion to the nave. On the south side of
the church, one bay from the west-end, is the principal entrance, a
capacious porch with stone benches.

At the west end of the nave, and connected with it by a very effective
and practically useful corridor, is a most substantial and clegantly pro-
portioned campanile: carrying an appropriate broach spire; rising to the
height of 135 feet. The walls of the campanile are four feet thick to the
full height of the tower, and it contains a peal of ecight tunable bells,
beautifully cast by Mr. Lewis, the bell founder of Brixton; the tenor
weighing 16 cwt.  These bells are hung in cast-iron cages on two stages
admirably contrived and executed by John Wright, an ingenious mechanic
of Spalding. The bells, in accordance with medieval custom, bear each a
significant inscription. The tenor (8th) ‘God our Father’, 7th: ‘Jesus
our Redeemer’; 6th “T'he Holy Ghost our Comforter; * 5th ‘St. Paul our
Patron Saint’; 4th ‘Christopher our Bishop;’ 3rd ‘Charlotte Charinton

our Benefactress’; 2nd ‘Edward Moore our Rural Dean’; 1st ‘Richard
Guy Ash our first Vicar,” »




The church is built of red brick and Ancaster oolitic limestone of
two colours_ inside, pink and the more usual cream. “The clerestory
arcade consists of a continuous row of arches, supported on detached
columns: six of these arches are pierced for windows.” There are, in
fact, 12 windows on each side of the clerestory.

“The interior of the church presents a rare pleasing effect from the
peculiar treatment of the main arcade of the nave which is supported on
each side on three principal piers with detached columns carrying the
three semi-circular arches, which are each divided into two pointed
arches, springing from more slender (circular) columns between the main
piers.” This treatment is similar to that of Boxgrove Priory, near Arundel.

On the south wall of the chancel there is a stone tablet which reads,
“In memory of Richard Guy Ash, M.A. first vicar of this parish 1880-
1933.”

The church was consecrated by the Bishop of Lincoln Christopher
Wordsworth on 27th October, 1880. At the consecration service the
bishop said that Miss Charlotte Charinton gave “no less than £30,000”
for the building of St. Paul, Fulney, including its schoolroom and
vicarage.

Although Sir G. G. Scott designed the church, his son Mr. G. G.
Scott (Junior) supervised its construction.

REV. PREBENDARY MAURICE JOHNSON D.D.

The large working clock on the west wall of the nave of St. Mary and
St. Nicholas has written on its face: “The gift of the Revd. Maurice
Johnson S.T.P., Minister of this Parish, 1810. Thos. Broderick, Spalding,
Fecit,”

His hatchment is the most easterly on the south side of the nave
clerestory. The shield shows the arms of the widower impaling those of
his deceased wife Ann Elizabeth. He died 25th May, 1834 aged 78 years.
Just west of this hatchment is that of his wife Ann Elizabeth Johnson, nee
Buckworth, who died 3rd January, 1827 aged 75 years. = Mr. Redshaw
believes that the water bouget in the Johnson arms is made to form the
letters M.]J. for Maurice Johnson. The hatchment west of the north
nave door is that of Theophilus Buckworth of Clay Hall, Spalding, the
father of Mrs. Johnson.

Rev. Johnson was Vicar of Moulton and then in the 1780’s he
became Perpetual Curate of Spalding holding both livings simultaneously.
He was the eldest son of Lieutenant Colonel Maurice Johnson, born 1714,
Colonel of his regiment which was then known as the First Regiment of
Foot Guards. Lt. Col. Johnson was the eldest son of Maurice Johnson,
the antiquary, founder of the Spalding Gentlemen’s Society in 1710.



REV. PREBENDARY WILLIAM MOORE D.D.

In the centre nave aisle of St Mary and St. Nicholas ten metres west
of the chancel screen there are two tombstones lying sade by side. The
south one reads: “Preb. Will. Moore D.D.. priest of this church, departed
XI March AD. MDCCCLXVI aged Lmll years. Jesu Mercy,
Amen.” On the north one is: “Anne Elizabeth. the wife of the R
William Moore D.D. who departed this hife XX December MDCCCLIV
aged LXVIII (this age has been recut) vears. Blessed are the peacemakers.™

Willam Moore came to Spalding as a curate and married Anne
Elzabeth the only daughter of the Rev. Prebendary Maunce Johnson D.D.
of Ayscoughfee Hall, the Incumbent Minister, termed Perpetual Curate
of Spalding, and great grand daughter of Maurice Johnson, the antiquary.

He succeeded his father-in-law as Perpetual Curate of Spalding in 1824,
His father-in-law died 25th May, 1834 aged 78 vears.

most influential magistrate not just in South Holland, but in the division

as a whole.” From 1829 he was Chairman of the Spalding Bench. Rev
James Morton, Vicar of Holbeach wrote in his diary: “1833 Sept.
After breakfast went with Dr. Moore and nspected

the
Correction (in Spalding). It 18 clean, commodious and fire proof. Saw
for the first time, a treadmill.™

REV. PREBENDARY EDWARD MOORE M.A. 1811-1889.

May, 1889, aged 77 years. R.LP.

A fathful priest, an upni tnngbum,alovhghm{:ndgmnd
helpful friend.  He gave to and the of this his native county
a life’s work of great ability and leading i in many spheres of
public usefulness.

That his genius for architecture was conspicuous and well
mbehumhaﬁ?:thusmlyblﬁkumhh‘smybmmk

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord. Even so saith the Spirit,
for they rest from their labours.™ )

On the coloured glass window at the west end of the nave inner north
aisle 1s written: * othegiogofGod. In memory of Canon Edward
Moore, M.A. Parish Priest Spaldiu&umlaﬁﬁtolwwh'p
bmiedlthtonSt.Muyinth‘sD&nuy,l?th&y,lsé‘w.‘m
window tOgether W.......icicccinnsenns s Tablet was erected by Parishioners,

at
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Rev. Edward Moore M.A, was the third child of Rev. William Moore
D.D. and the great, great grandson of Maurice Johnson the antiquary.
He succeeded his father as Perpetual Curate in 1866, In 1869 the title
Perpetual Curate was changed to Vicar. Before becoming Perpetual
Curate of Spalding he had been Vicar of Weston, 1835 to 1866, 28 years
Perpetual Curate of Whaplode Drove, formerly Perpetual Curate of
Moulton Chapel, Chaplain of Spalding Gaol, incumbent of Wykeham
Chapel and Master of Spalding Grammar School.

When he succeeded his father at Spalding he still kept the chaplaincy
of Wykeham Chapel and had a curate to help him at Whaplode Drove.
Edward’s eldest brother Rev. William George Moore, M.A. had been
chaplain of Wykeham Chapel and Perpetual Curate at Whaplode Drove
where he was buried in 1837, Rev. Michael Sissons, as Second Master
of Spalding Grammar School, looked after the few boys of the school as
well as being incumbent at Moulton Chapel.

Rev. Edward Moore headed a Committee which raised over £10,000
to restore Spalding Church 1865 to 1867 with Sir G. G. Scott as
architect.  St. Paul, Fulney, was built from Sir G. G. Scott’s design in
1880; Rev. Moore encouraged Miss Charinton to give over £30,000 for the
building of the church, vicarage and school. E. H. Gooch in his History
of Spalding, said that Miss Charinton had also given Rev. Moore £37,000
for himselt and that legal action was initiated for its recovery to the family
but was not proceeded with. Previously he had encouraged the Misses
Johnson to build: St. Peter’s church, Spalding (now destroyed) for
£10,000 from designs by Sir G. G. Scott from 1875 to 1876; and St. John
Baptist and School by R. J. Withers in 1875.

The Spalding Guardian of 6th February, 1981 mentions the case
of Sarah Chandler, aged 13 who was brought before the magistrates,
when Rev. Edward Moore was chairman, accused of stealing a geranium
from a garden of Gamlyn’s Almshouses in Church Street. For this first
offence the girl was given 14 days imprisonment and four years detention
in a reformatory school. There was an outcry and Sarah was released.
Nine months later she was brought before the bench again for pilfering
and was given the same punishment.

Dr. R. J. Olney in his book on 19th Century Lincolnshire says how
Rev. Edward Moore fought the closure of Spalding Gaol in 1884, but lost.
Dr. Olney also mentions how, in anticipation of the 1888 County
Council’s Act, Rev. Edward Moore fought for The Parts of Holland to
be a separate administrative county and succeeded.  Dr. Olney noticed
that in the Stamford Mercury for 27th April, 1888 Rev. Moore was
quoted as saying, “As well keep a fire-engine for the county on the top of
Lincoln hill.”

E. H. Gooch said of Edward Moore: . . . . he afterwards turned out
(to be) one of the most remarkable men Spalding has ever produced and
his memory will linger with Spaldonians for many generations on
account of the many fine churches and buildings he was responsible for

erecting in the town.” :
Rev. Edward Moore is also mentioned under Weston.
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The Tower leans towards the We:

St. Mary’s Church, Weston

View of Tower and Porch from the South-East
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WESTON

g ST. MARY

This is 2 small cruciform church with a west tower. It has a fine
13th Century Early English nave, chancel and south porch. The nave
had five-bay arcades.

The four round south piers each have four detached shafts, excepting
the east one which has three as there is a buttress where the fourth
should be. There are west and east responds with three shafts on the
south side. The south piers and responds have stiff-leaf capitals with
some nailhead on the west respond. The leaves have prominent stalks.

As the west bay of the nave north arcade is blocked up there are only
three octagonal piers. Each pier has four detached shafts.  Stiff-leaf in
the capitals is bolder and the leaves more rounded than on the south side.
There 1s nailhead in the present west respond.

The Early English nave clerestory has fine windows on each side.
The tall 15th Century Perpendicular tower arch has battlementing. The
aisle windows are Decorated.

The wide 13th Century Early English chancel arch has three
detached shafts to each respond, with stiff-leaf. The Early English chancel
has three eastern lancet windows, the centre one being taller than the
others. These are surmounted by a quatrefoil window. There is
arcading around the windows. There are also three windows, with blank
arcading on each side of the chancel.

There is 2 piscina in the south sanctuary wall and wall openings for
cupboards each side of the altar. The modern window in the south-west
corner of the chancel, of blues, blacks, whites and browns, shows the
Annunciation to the Virgin Mary, and the Nativity and Crucifixion of
Christ, with the inscription, “In memory of Harold and Ellai Birch.”

The wide Early English south porch has arcading and shafts with
stiff-leaf capitals, some renewed. The west tower is 15th Century
Perpendicular.

The round 13th Century Early English font has stiff-leaf decoration
like the nave piers, again with prominent stalks; seven have three leaves
but the eighth, on the south side, has four. Near the font there is a base
for a churchyard cross and a medieval tomb lid. North of the font, on
the North wall, there are two 16th Century carved wooden scenes: one
of the Presentation in the Temple and the other of the Nativity.

On the south wall, near the tower arch, there are two bassoons in a

s case with this explanation: “These two bassoons were in use in this
church until about 1850. A parishioner still living, who came to the
parish in 1884 knew a Mr. Jack Russell, a former Sexton, who used to play
one of these bassoons in this church . . . They were placed in this case in
1932.”

On the north wall of the sanctuary there is a plaque which reads:

“The reredos screen and choir stalls in this chancel were erected in

commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria A.D. 1837 to

A.D. 1897, John H. Spokes, M.A. Vicar, Thomas Digcle, William
itt, Churchwardens.”

On the south wall of the sanctuary there is a tablet which says: “The
eastern lancets of this church were furnished with stained glass by Canon
Edward Moore on behalf of the donors in, or about, the year 1845. Fresh
stained glass was inserted in the year 1890 under the will of Elizabeth
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Nave 13th Century, Early English stiff-leaf Capital in St. Mary’s Church, Weston.










































































































