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Museum curator’s

last wish granted
e Ases 4

| is visible in the town -
to those who look
above réof height as
they walk around!

An attractive three
masted square rigged
ship weather vane, from
the old Ship warechouse
{ in Double Street, is now

sailing against the sky
F on top of Spalding

Gentlemen's Society

museum in Broad Street.

<. The weather vane has
been in the session of
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ted tothtmu.stum:
the late Harold A GATHERED to see the new weather vane: back (from left) - treasurer Geoff Buck, asslstant

Faguid whew fie traasurer David Short, anterist Mike Elsden, Geoft Sharman, Paul Beard, lecture secratary Pter
demolished. Sivil, assistant curator Bll:v mnm',‘mm' D:;\mmtt:& assistant cum ;'ov:' 'l::yco, et
P “ Doro' Bratley, r roe
The Ship warehouse had - Walker; front - Mrs Madge o Sere " wre Koy Derek Pre
§ been occupied for many president and ourater Norman Leveritt. (MC1009/32)
B T e vt wad ety permission and listed bullding consentso  Leveritt said the museun contacted the
{- grocers, wine, spirit and provision we had to go to the Department of the National Maritime Museum In 1981 and
4 hants. e Environment. sent photographs of the vane to try to find
e ror at the time, Robert Whiston, “Only a few days after he passed away we Out more about it.
p mon t; become president of the ™ got the final permission to go ahead. ~~ ° They replied that it was unlikely to be a
.e’ society, said he would like to see the vane * - “We wanted his wishes to be carried out representation of an actual ship and
gj on the roof of the museum. s/, <! fer 4 and all feel very satisfied that It is up there.  suggested Ithwas robably a l:xal I ;
» Sadly, . *So many of these things get demolished, ~ coppersmith, with no specialist knowlege,
£ e ot In. 100 e thrown ;wa or put on a ﬁp_x.nd itisgood who had been commissioned to produce a

o+ wish his widow, Mrs Madge X
x thgnlﬁ % was invited to §w _ that sometimes people think of saving these weatr:er vane “emblematic of the sea going
the weather.vane in its pew position. ... -7 -things.” g 2 trade”. Ry A%
-Honorary Don Archer said: “Mr Well-known Spalding builder and society The vane showed a merchant ship of the
Whiston wanted it put there so the whole member R G Sharman and his team expertly late 18th or early 19th century, the
community would have sight of it. . restored the copper weather vane and Maritime Museum rted, crafted
-~ *There were difficulties about getting it 1t on the roof. unusually without salls set to catch the
{xp there, because it needed planning * - ’Soclety president and curator Norman wind.
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in Spaiding - An |H
industrial History, by Nell
Pt right.
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