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CHAPTER 44.

An Act to amend and consolidate the enactments
relating to the drainage of land, and for purposes

in connection with such amendment.
[1st August 1930.]

BE it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty,
~ by and with the advice and consent of the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same,
ag follows :—

Part I

DRAINAGE AUTHORITIES.

1.—(1) For the purpose of the drainage of land
there shall be such drainage districts as are mentioned in
this section and there shall be a drainage board for each
such drainage district.

(2) The drainage board of a drainage district shall
be a body corporate with power to hold land without
licence in mortmain.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a drainage
board shall exercise a general supervision over all matters
relating to the drainage of land within its district and
shall have such other powers and perform such other
duties as are conferred or imposed on drainage boards by
this Act. ;

(4) The said drainage districts shall consist of the
catchment areas constituted by or under this Act and
such other drainage districts (whether within or outside

1

A.D. 1930.

Drainage
distriots and
drainage
boards.
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fjt:iléne’}fbareas) as may be so constituted, and snbjeet

any dra?gf @)u(; Pr~_3]udlce to. the provisions of this Act

the Landdg](j I-Stncts or drainage areas constituted lln(i[’el"
rainage Act, 1861, or under that Act as

Vict. o. 133, 2mended by any subsequent enactment, or under any

other enactments relatin i
g to the drainage of lan

Eg n;lg;z;ltzg ford the purposes of this A(ﬁ: to hav% f)}é:g
it au;.lﬁl er this Act, and the drainage boards or
. arefs : norltles of all such last mentioned districts
2F froa sha. bf} treated for those purposes as if the
ol en eonstlt_ut-egl under this Act as the drai 2

oards of those districts or areas. e

(5) The districts (other th
_ ] an catchment
be constituted as drainage districts under shis aArg? Ss,)h;ﬁ

. be suc i 1
h areas as will derive benefit or avoid danger as a

Catchment
arcas,

result of drainage operations.

Part 11,

CATOI;MENT AREAS AND CONSTITUTION AND
OWERS OF CATCHMENT BOARDS

2.—(1) The areas speci i

! a3 specified in Part I i
Schedule to this Act shall be catchment a,r(e)zfa,sthfe Flft
purposes of this Part of this Act. i 48

(2) The Minister may at any ti i

A2 me, €
2}}:512?{::;(;1} of or after (:onsau‘li}atioglT with t}:é}h:gux?(?ilsﬂtl)?
b h;es fa:nd county’ boroughs concerned, by order
npoer a’ms ta;'t of th_ls Act direct that any areas
ey e(rixol or the time being included in the said
i ule f::‘.hall be _added to the said Schedule, or
Schedulg }:‘eﬁ.bor the time being included in the said
Sliedule i,ha be removed .therefrom, or that such altera-
men't’ e ether by the cpmbmation or re-grouping of catch
e 'beeansi t()lr qthermse,. as the Minister may think ﬁt-
i) ade in th.e sa,}d Schedule, and in pa,rticﬁla,r’
hers, e na%lilr?,l direction of the drainage of any land
sectionegl a;nbec;iliﬁea;tzfg,.an order under this sub-
any, to which the landpin (glﬁl;gzig};lei; agghlﬁgfélrfgarea’ t

(3) An order under thi 1 n

b isional s section, if

gc?nf}i) rovisional only and shall not havgpg?’fsei’ sh&h
rmed by Parliament. ect until

L T i
{4) In this Act, unless the context otherwise

¥

2
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ment area means the river to which the drainage of A.D. 1930.

catch
d, and the expression *“river ” includes

the area is directe

an arterial drain.
ovisions of this Act, the Constitution

3.—(1) Subject to the pr
drainage board of a catchment area (in this Act referred of C:%ch- l
to as © the Catchment Board ”) shall be constituted by ;"i:’é‘aplf‘;‘;m

order made by the Minister ander this Part of this Act and ment of
ghall consist of such number of members, not being more members.
than thirty-one, as the Minister may determine.

(2) The members of a Catchment Board ghall be

appointed as follows—
(¢) one member shall be appointed by the Minister:

(b) such number, not being less than two-thirds of

the remaining members, as the Minister may

determine shall be appointed, whether from

their own members or not, by the councils of

the counties and of the county boroughs whose

area, or any part of whose ares, is situate
within the catchment area:

(c) the residue of the members to be “appointed
shall be persons appointed by the Minister,
after consultation with, and after taking into con-
sideration nominations by, the internal drainage
boards whose districts are within the catchment
area, to represent those boards and that portion,
if any, of the catchment area for which drainage
boards might be, but have not been, constituted

under this Act.

The councils of counties and county boroughs and the
Minister in making appointments under this subsection
shall have regard to the desirability of including, as far

as practicable, among the members appointed by them

ersons having a practica
:n making such appointments

and the councils of counties In M
ntation is given to the

shall secure that adequate represe

arban districts within the catchment area, having regard

to the relative rat

districts therein.
(3) As respects the members of a Catchment Board

to be appointed by councils of counties and of county

boroughs, the number to be appointed severally by

cach of the said councils ghall be such as the Minister

may determine, having regard to the estimated amounts

3
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—cont.

eable values of the urban and rural
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A.D. 1930. of the contribut;
Al : utions to be made b .
Pazr IL tively towards the expenses of thSer %gsidqouncﬂs respec-

—cont. Provided that—
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(ii) for any matters supplemental to or A.D. 1930.

consequential on the transfer aforesaid ; and —
Parr II,

(2) the number of the members of a Catchment

Board to be appointed by the councils of

county boroughs shall not, in any case exceed

one half of the g

geregate number
cxbnemb.ers to be appointed by the cour?cfilsﬂ(lg
ounties and county boroughs; and

(b) shall within a further period expiring on such
later date as may be appointed by the
Minister for the purposes of this provision,
either generally or in relation to a particular
Catchment Board, prepare and submit to him
for confirmation a further scheme or further
schemes making provision for the following

b : \ =
(6) Illﬁdlilgn glt?a estimation of the said amounts hattars s _
mination ofr tl];fla'y make a provisional deter- (i) thealteration of the boundaries of any
© number of the members of internal drainage distriot :

(4) The provisions s t i First
. et out in Part i
Eﬁ:ﬁ%ule to this Act sl'mll have effect &wit]? rgsf :(];l: to

ers and proceedings of Catchment Bo&II')ds e

section Catchment Bog

specified in Part I of the First Schzgzlec:bwfhﬁegit i

(ii) the amalgamation of the whole or
any part of any internal drainage district
with any other such district :

(iii) the abolition as from such date as
may be specified in the scheme of all
Commissioners of Sewers exercising juris-
diction within the catchment area or, in
the case of Commissioners of Sewers who
exercise jurisdiction partly within and
partly without the catchment area, the

Schemes for 4 —(1) E b ti f th f th Co ig-
einat - very Cat : abrogation of the powers of those Commis
L i {5) shall : a_' chment Board— sioners within the catchment area :

duties to Constituf;.?]o 0 88 may be after it has been (iv) the abolition or reconstitution of

gatchment e prepare and not later than such any internal drainage district and of the
oards and 88 may be appointed ey ;

reorganisa- for the purposes 0? thi: by the Minister drainage board thereof :

tion of generally or in relation tI())TOVlSIOH, gibinor (v) the constitution of new internal

:ﬂ,ﬁ':’; C&tchl_:nent Board, submit to l?imp?rtlcmar drainage districts within the catchment

e rmation a scheme making provision—i)-r fea: e

(i) for the transfer to the Catchment

Board of all gych rights, powers, duties

obligations and Liabilities (i
bligat ; 1e8 (includi iabi-
gtles mncurred in connecti(()n vlr}idt]ﬂngw];?g)
ngr Or In connection with the main river ag
i t?n ﬁ:?:gi{?fom the commencement
v In or to be disch
11;13.; a.engr drainage authority, a.ndscof&rfgd
purgogey OJ;elcz rby the authority for thg
: ’ = : ;
functions so transferrzgﬁn:rtﬁon T A
4 »

(vi) the constitution of drainage boards
for all or any of the separate drainage
districts constituted by the scheme:

(vii) where it appears desirable so to
provide in the case of any existing drainage
board, the amendment of the method of
constituting that board so far as is neces-
sary to secure that the members of the
board shall be persons elected as such
members in accordance with the provisions
in that behalf contained in Part V of this

Act

5

—coni.




A.D. 1930,
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Maps of
catchment
L areas.
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Act, 1930, &

(viii) the making of alterations in. and
the addition of supplemental pl‘OVisiOl’ls to,
the provisions of any local Act or of any
award made under any such Act, where
such alterations or supplemental provisions
are necessary or expedient for enabling
the area for the benefit of which drainage
works are authorised by the local Act or
award to be drained effectually :

(ix) any matters supplemental to or
consequential on the matters aforesaid
for which it appears necessary or desirable
to make prpvision, including the transfer
to new drainage boards of any property,
ights, powers, duties, obligations and
liabilities vested in or to be discharged by
the Catchment Board or internal drainage
boards affected by the scheme,

(2) As soon as any such scheme has been submi
to the Minister, the Catchment Board shall senc}) xg;;t;zt:
thereof to the council of every county, county borough and
county district and every drainage board, navigation
authority, harbour authority and conservancy authority
affected thereby and shall publish in one or more news-
papers circulating in the area affected by the scheme a
notice stating that the scheme has been submitted to the
Minister and that a copy thereof is open to inspection at
a specified place, and that representations with respect
to the scheme may be made to the Minister at any time
within one month after the publication of the notice.

(3) The Minister may by order under this Part of
this Act confirm any scheme so submit ither witk
or Wilgi-mut modiﬁca%bns: : el

ovided that an order confirming a scheme und
pﬁ;ﬁgll;aph (b) of sulbsicltion (1) of this section, if opposegr
8 € provisional only and shall il
o D gt . all not have effect until

(4) A scheme under the said para, raph (b
provide for the revocation or amendlﬁentgof,pan(g i'}orntl;g
retransfer of property, rights, powers, duties, obligations

and liabilities transferred by, an i
FTa aiotion. Y, any previous scheme under

5.—(1) It shall be the duty of the Minister ag
soon as may be to cause to be prepared, in relation to
6 _
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each catchment area, a map determining the extent of the
catchment area and showing by some distinctive colour
that part of the channel of the river which is to be treated
as the main river for the purposes of this Part of this
Act and the watercourses which are for those purposes
to be deemed to be part of the main river.

As soon as a map of a catchment area has been
prepared the Minister shall cause to be published, in one
or more newspapers circulating in the area, a notice
stating that the map has been prepared and specifying
the place at which a copy of the map may be inspected
and the time, not being less than one month, within
which and the manner in which objections thereto may
be made.

(2) On the expiration of the time within which
objections may be made as aforesaid, the Minister shall,
if no objections have been made, forthwith approve the
map as prepared and, if any objections have been made,
shall take those objections into consideration and after
so doing proceed to approve the map, either as prepared
or with such variations as he thinks proper.

(3) The Minister may at any time, on the applica-
tion of the Catchment Board and after giving notice of
his intention so to do in such manner as he thinks best
adapted for informing persons affected and after con-
sidering any objections made to him, vary the map of
the catchment area so far as relates to the extent of the
main river.

(4) The map of any catchment area as approved or
as varied in accordance with the provisions of this section
shall be conclusive evidence for all purposes as to the
extent of the catchment arca and as to what is the main
river.

(5) A map in force under this section shall for the
purposes of the Documentary Evidence Acts, 1868 to
1895, be deemed to be a document issued by the
Minister.

(6) The Minister shall, so soon as may be after the
constitution of a Catchment Board, supply to the Catch-
ment Board a copy of the map of the catchment area as
approved by him, and if at any time thereafter he varies
the map he shall supply to that board a copy of the map
as varied.

7

A.D. 1930,
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6.—(1) The powers conferred by this Act on
drainage boards shall, so far as concerns the main river,

N {L including the banks thereof, and drainage works in
%" connection with the main river, be exerciseable solely
rlz(f;‘tféf’l Yo by the Catchment Board.
main river. (2) Where a catchment area abuts on the sea or

on any estuary, the Catchment Board of that area may
construct all such works and do all such things in the
sea or in that estuary as may, in their opinion, be necessary
to secure an adequate outfall for the main river.

(3) If the main river or any part thereof is at the
commencement of this Act vested in any other drainage
authority, it shall, by virtue of this Act, vest in the
Catchment Board. :

(4) A Catchment Board may enter
ment with the council of any berewdh gx ,
or with any navigation authority for the carrying out
by the council or authority, on such terms as to pay-
ment and otherwise as may be specified in the agreement,

ito 2

o
o ® 8 )

i
:

of any work in connection with the main river which the .

c i ’"n.& :mi'
SCM%%%%M% AT Jo.camy ot g TR

] &Fﬁmm’i“ﬁ 5) If any’question Arises under this sebtion whother
e ciludé ol any work is, or whether any pr d k will if
T o act wibum, A1 i . y proposed work will i
el walsinet & Foonstructed be, a drainage work in connection with the
gt main river, the question shall be referred to the Minister
for decision, or, if either of the parties so requires, to the
arbitration of a single arbitrator to be appointed in
default of agreement by the President of the Institution

of Civil Engineers on the application of either party.

Supervision 7.—(1) A Catchment Board shall exercise a general

of internal ~ supervision with respect to the drainage of the catch-

ﬁfaﬂége 4 ment area, and may for the purpose of securing the

districts efficient working and maintenance of existing drainage
works within the catchment area and the construction of
such new drainage works as may be necessary, give such
general or special directions as they consider reasonable
for the guidance of the internal drainage boards with
respect to the exercise and performance by those
boards of their powers and duties as such.

(2) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-
section (1) of this section, an internal drainage board
shall not—

(@) except with the consent (not to be unreasonably

withheld) of the Catchment Board, construct
8

Land Drainage [CH. 44.]
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ke Act, 1930.
any drainage works within the oatchmeél't ?}I;ez: A.D._i930.
or alter any existing drainage works within that ., ©° =
area, if the construction or alteration wﬂlv}n an:s; Gl
way aflect the interests of, or the WOI‘kln%h(i
any drainage works belonging to, any otner
internal drainage board ;for o beae
srwise than by way of mantaining a st~
i 0E1§T\$g$k, consg{mcty or alter any structué‘e,
apbplia-nce or channel for the discharge of wa ez
from their district into the main river excep
on such terms as may be agreed b«:et}v(raen
the Catchment Board and the internal dxamgge
board or in default of agreement _be deter-
‘mined by the Minister: .
Provided that nothing in this subsection s}}a,ll a,%pg
to any work whether of construction or a,ltera?.on ;71:1 7
has been begun before the commencement of this Act.

i i i ntraven-
Tf an internal drainage board acts in co 1 |
tion ((?;% the last foregoing subsection, the Catchment
Board shall have power themselves to execute any
works and do any things which are In their opinion
necessary in order to prevent d(-)'[‘f remet%y a,nt_')iro 38:)1;12}%2
ich may result or has resulted from the ac
ﬁﬁ:aina,l drainage board, and shall be entitled to reco;g;
trom that board summarily as a civil debt the }almmounCise
any expenses reasonably incurred by them in the exer
of the said power. ; .
(4) If any question arises under this section— . .
(a) whether the consent of the Catchment Boar
is unreasonably withheld; orb e
sonabl
‘hether any expenses have been rea bly
& v‘inmr}?ed b%I the Catchment Board in pursu
ance of this section; or
(c) whether any work was begun before the com-
mencement of this Act; i )
that question shall be referred to the Minister Ior
decision. 4 '
(6) Where the Minister gives any decision qndc}a;‘ }:hl'z
section, he shall make and cause to be laid etpx
Parliament a report giving particulars of the question
referred to him and of the reasons for his decision.

3 D
8.—(1) Where any award made under any pl;};}é(; i Zu
or local Act containg any provision which in any ma i

9
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A.D. 1930. affects or relates to land dr

o (including any provision affecti i
o P : P n affecting the powers or duties

Board may submit to the Minister for confirmation
provision. ‘

(2) A scheme under this section with respect to

award may— =7

(@) provide for commut;
for. ng on the hbasis i
sg:tiobh%a&qnsAtO which the next (f)éllh‘;ililgg
on o1 this Act relates are to be con

1t:he obligation of any person under theuggfi;%

" 0 repair or maintain any drainage works :

contain such incidental, cong ' :
In ‘ s equential or -
;nental provisions as are ne%essa;; (())11' SUI%PIE
or the purpose of the scheme ; S
(¢) be revoked or varied by a subsequerrt scheme

submitted by the Catch
firmed in manner a,foresa.ixg.e e

) The Minister may by order under thig Part of

(3
this Act confirm any sch 2 5
ol o ﬁC&tiO?lr 3 :0 eme so submitted, either with or

Provided that an order under

opposed, shall be provic s
o Conﬁrmgcll og;sggsiaglnégt'and shall not have

Commuta- 9—(1) It sh
b ; shall be the duty of
ob]iggtions Board to take steps for the ycomgggﬁgﬁtcg;neaﬁ};
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(3) Any capital sum or terminable annuity fixed
under this section shall, notwithstanding any agreement
to the contrary between the owner and any lessee of the
land, be payable by the owner.

(4) Where any obligation is commuted under this
section, any person who would, but for the commutation,
be entitled to any exemption in respect of drainage rates,
either absolutely as being the person subject to the
obligation or conditionally on performance of the obli-
gation, shall be entitled absolutely to a like exemption.

(5) The sum to be paid in respect of the commuta-
tion of any such obligation shall be such sum as the
Catchment Board may in accordance with the pro-
visions of the next following subsection by order deter-
mine, and the sum so determined shall be payable by
way either of a capital sum or of a terminable annuity
for a period not exceeding thirty years, at the option of
the owner, and shall be charged on the land in respect
of which the obligation existed, and shall have priority
over any other incumbrances charged on that land by
the owner thereof, whether before or after the passing of
this Act, other than charges under the Lands Improve-
ment Act, 1864, whether created before or after the
charge under this subsection.

(6) For the purpose of determining the sum to be
paid in respect of the commutation of any obligation,
the Catchment Board shall ascertain the amount which,
in their opinion, fairly represents the probable average
annual cost, taking one year with another, of executing
and maintaining in a due state of efficiency the works
which are required to be executed and maintained by
virtue of the obligation to be commuted, and the Catch-
ment Board shall fix the capital sum or terminable
annuity to be paid in respect of the commutation
accordingly : ,

Provided that, in fixing the said capital sum or
terminable annuity no account shall be taken of so much
of the probable annual average cost as is in the opinion
of the Catchment Board attributable to the fact that,
by reason of improvements effccted since the first day of
January, nineteen hundred, in the drainage of the land
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