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| l wavy-rim shoe, probably Saxon wavy-rim shoe with more precisely
eGac;gfd §§§3’f Zro Celticy with Six hiles and punched nail-holes and calkin on only one
slight calkin on heels. Shows oval depres- branch, ¢. 9th-10th century (4 oz). o
sion which has distorted the shoe (3% 02). L
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ABOVE: Early Guildhall shoe with six
nail-holes, probably 1250-70; note the two
eaded nails in one hole, hammered

sSQuare-h
over (43 by 4 inches, 7 oz).

BELOW: Guildhell dreught-horse shoe,
by 41 inches, 11 oz).
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ABOVE: Guildhall shoe with six well-formed
nail-holes, fifteenth century, for a seddle
horse and possibly a surgical shoe as there
are no nail-holes in the narrow inner branch
(43 by 3§ inches, 7 oz).

BELOW: Guildhell transitional shoe.
1500-50, with seven nailholes end the
beginning of the Revhole shape (St by 4%
inches, 10 oz).
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I'wo shoes made by Joe Price, a Gloucestershire blacksmith, in the style of shoes illus-

trated in books or on seals, etc:
Gloucester; (right) from an early

the shoe illustrated in 1565 in The four
chiefest offices belonging to horse-
manship by Master Blundevil of Nor-
folk. Blundevil writes at length about
the drawbacks of country smiths. and
suggests that the shoe should be made
of spruce or Spanish iron. the calkins
more substantial and the square-
headed nails fitted to protrude no
more than ‘the breadth of the back of
a knife’ below the level of the shoe.

One dating feature in the medieval
or ‘Guildhall’ period is the introduc-
tion of what Gordon Ward calls the
‘spiked nail’, which is also commonly
known as the ‘frosty nail’ from its use
in icy weather to help steady the
horse. Some research done on this
feature and on the seals used on dated
documents has shown the spiked nail
to have been in use between 1254 and
1301. This gives rise to the beljef that
it supersed.ed. the square-headed or T-
shaped nail in lighter Guildhall shoes
about the middle of the fourteenth
century, and in the heavier

Guildhall
draught shoe somewhat later. This
heavier shoe was therefore in use from
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(left) from the fifteenth—-century arms of the city of
sixteenth-century vellum
showing Henry VIII's horse at a tournament of 1511.

roll in the College of Arms

the late fifteenth century up to and
possibly well into the seventeenth
century, while the lighter saddle shoe
covered the period from the fourteenth
to the seventeenth century with con-
siderable regional variations. It was
these differences which almost led to
the capture of Charles II after the
battle of Worcester. When Charles
arrived at Lyme Regis, a smith was
called in to attend to the horses:
suddenly he turned to Charles and
asked: ‘What manner of man are yqu
whose horse has been shod in three

different counties, and one of them
Worcester?”’

Characteristics of the Guildhall shoe
1. Round outer edge. arched inner
edge, the point of the arch dis-

appears by the early sixteenth
century.

2. Width of iron at the toe in the
heavy draught shoes can be up to
2-2% inches. :

3. Long branches with heels inclined

together.



ABOVE: Dove shoe, early fourteenth
century, a saddle shoe, the calkins worn or
absent, rather roughly forged (4% by 4%

inches, 9 o0z).

BELOW: Dove shoe, mid fourteenth century,
six nail-holes and one T-shaped nail still in
position. Calkin on one branch (4% by 4%

inches, 6 oz).

4. Calkins are absent on heavy
draught shoes of the later period;
sixteenth-century examples often
have thick turned-down calkins.
The lighter saddle shoe usually has
one calkin.

5. Square nail-holes, with chisel-edge
nails -on draught-horse shoes; the
square or chisel-edge nail changed
to the spiked nail with the saddle-
horse shoe of about 1300.

6. Shoes have become flatter and
broader than those of the earlier

15

ABOVE: Dove shoe, late thirteenth century,

still with six szuare nail-holes and with

7.

wedge-sheped cal

in on one branch (5 o0z).

BELOW: Gloucester city arms of the fif-
teenth century.

periods.
Weight and size: draught shoe 5

by 4% inches, 12-18 ounces; saddle
shoe 4% by 4% inches, 4-7 ounces.

Characteristics of the Dove shoe

18
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Round outer and inner shape, no

bulges.

One calkin.
Usually three nail-holes on one

branch and four on the other.
Weight and size: 4 by 4 inches,

5-7 ounces.






Beautiful example of a very late keyhole shoe with rim-fullered groove and heavy cal-

kins, possibly early nineteenth century.

KEYHOLE AND TONGUE SHOES

Although great changes in the state
of the roads had taken place in the
years following the important High-
ways Act of 1555 when attempts to
regularise the repair of the roads were
started, the conditions in some areas
were still little better than dirt tracks
in the eighteenth céntury. This was not
only due to their use by horses and
carriages, waggons and packhorses:
between 1776 and 1785 Smithfield
market received by road 992,040 beef
cattle and 6,859,990 sheep, and these
were far from being the majority of
cattle, sheep, pigs, geese and turkeys
which found their way on to the roads

17

during the period.

Shoes of an archaic type were still
made by the more conservative black-
smiths, but seen from a wider view-
point many changes occurred during
the period between 1600 and 1800.

Associated with a mid seventeenth-
century smithy at Gloucester, known
as Prince Rupert’s Smithy, 1s a group
of shoes leading up to the keyhole
type. The shoes, varying in size from
4% by 4% inches to 5§ by 5% inches are
provided with six nail-holes. In each
instance, the shoe has a much rounder
external plan, its internal shape lead-
ing to chamfered heels and framing
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ABOVE: Large open keyhole shoe of seven-
teenth century with eight holes (54 by 5%
inches, 10 0z).

TOP LEFT: Early-type keyhole shoe, c.
1550, only four holes apparent, calkins on
each branch, roughly made (4% by 4}
inches, 6 0z).

CENTRE LEFT: Keyhole shoe, seventeenth
century (c. 1680), with eight holes in a
fullered groove (5% by 5% inches, 13 0z).

BOTTOM LEFT: Well-formed keyhole shoe,
seventeenth century, slightly fullered (5%
by 6 inches, 19 oz).

a familiar keyhole pattern. These
shoes are probably c¢. 1640-50; they
are slightly convex on their under-
surfaces and concave on the upper
surfaces; some examples have no cal-
kins.

The keyhole group is distinctly
larger and heavier in weight than
previous types; shoes average 13-14
ounces in weight, while those of the
Guildhall type average 10 ounces and
those of the wavy-rim variety weigh
5-6 ounces.

The number of nail-holes becomes
greater with the heavier shoe, and
four or five nail-holes in each branch
is quite normal. Nail-holes are fre-
quently spaced all around the shoe
and often amounted to as many as
twenty by the end of the eighteenth
century. This enabled the smith to
add more nails when the heavy shoes
became loose, thereby increasing the
bond. Calkins are present in some
cases, but not the heavy calkins on the
later Guildhall shoes — often they are
just a simple down-turning of the heel.



Seventeenth-century keyhole shoes: (left) c. 1650, 44 by 4% .inches, 7 oz; (centre) c. 1700,
5% by 5 inches, 10 oz; (right) Prince Rupert Smithy type, 4% by 4% inches, 7 oz.

An important feature of this group,
besides the obvious keyhole centre
hole, is the concave foot surface men-
tioned above.

These shoes were usually fullered,
a method by which a deep groove was
introduced on each branch in which
the nail-holes were punched. Some
later shoes were made from previous-
ly fullered iron strip, so that the fin-
ished article had an unbroken groove
running along the length of the shoe.
Where this is not the case but two
fullered grooves are present, these are
cut into the ground surface by a ful-
lering iron. This fuller allows  the

heads of the nails to be slightly
countersunk below the surface of the
shoe

At one time R. M. Murray believed
that fullered shoes existed in Europe in
Roman times and that they came to

England in the thirteenth century, but
he later comments that fullering ‘does
not appear to have been generally
adopted in England before the mid
sixteenth century’. Gordon Ward goes
so far as to suggest that from the
evidence of shoes of a known date,
there is no sign of fullering before the
seventeenth century.

The development of the shoe from
the ‘Prince Rupert Smithy’ type pro-
ceeds by way of a shoe of 1706, one
possibly of a type used by the cavalry
of the Duke of Marlborough. It is
fullered, has five nail-holes on each
branch and reaches the amazing weight
of 44 ounces. Gordon Ward, who ex-
amined it, believes it typifies shoes in
use at that period but suggests that it
may, at that weight, have been a speci-
men or ceremonial shoe; but bearing
in mind the weight of the shoes used

Three shoes showing transition from late seventeenth- to early nineteenth-century shoes:
(left) late eighteenth-century, 5% by 5 inches, completely fullered with eleven na{l-holes.
convex surface to ground, concave surface to foot, 19 oz; (centre) shoe in use in 1775
illustrated by J. Clark, 5% by 5% inches, 22 oz, (right) modern-looking shoe recom-
mended by J. Clark in 1775, not popular with blacksmiths, but came into use c. 1825,

4% by 3% inches, 5% oz (a riding shoe).
19






TOP LEFT: Very heavy tongue horseshoe,
made for a strong draught horse, using ten

nail-holes because of its weight, ¢. 1680-1700
(6% by 5% inches, 21 oz).

TOP RIGHT: Lightly fullered tongue shoe
with nine holes and calkin on one branch,c.
1750-1820 (5% by 5% inches, 20 oz).

CENTRE LEFT: Tongue horseshoe with one
calkin and eight well-defined square nail-
holes inset within square-sectioned punch-

holes, ¢. 1675 (6 by 5% inches, 11 0z).

CENTRE RIGHT: Well-preserved draught-
horse tongue shoe with continuous holes, c.

1725 (6 by 5§ inches, 23 0z).

BOTTOM RIGHT: Tongue shoe with seven
holes, for draught horse, c. 1700, not
fullered (7 by 6% inches, 23 0z).

21




TOP LEFT: Mid nineteenth-century toe-clip shoe, unfullered, no calkins, standard type.

TOP RIGHT: Rim-fullered modern horseshoe showing the heavy wear on one side.
CENTRE LEFT: Late nineteenth-century toe-clip saddle-horse shoe with calkins, hand
fullered with eight holes (12 oz). CENTRE RIGHT: Heavy cast bar toe-clip shoe with

calkins, not fullered, late nineteenth century. BOTTOM LEFT: Bar toe-clip horseshoe
for draught horse, standard type with calkins and large screw-holes for studs at front and

heel of shoe, c. ’8707’ 930 (35 o0z.). BOTTOM RIGHT: Bar toe-clip shoe with calkins, c.
1900, rim-fullered with two extra nail-holes at toe beyond the bar.

22















the rim-type and between 1890 and
1930 the bar we-clip shoe was
common. ; .

7. Size: INCreases from 5% by 4 inches
up to 8% by 8% inches; current
twentieth-century shoes are 6 by 5%
inches. Weight: 2540 ounces;
modern shoes 19-23 ounces.

Ridi : .

1. Its shape 1s a continuation of the
Dove shoe; it becomes a true rim-
type shoe made from a narrow
band of iron.

2  Toe<lips with fore shoe and side-
clips with the hind shoes were used.

RIGHT: Two deeply fullered
Rghoweight recing  shoes,
made of eluminium, early
twennieth ceniury.

BELOW: Late nmineteenth
cemtury shoe with deeply
fullered groove on each branch
with pointed toe shape, a

BOTTOM:
shoe, deem
branch. with the other branch
not madled. ¢. 1900 (4 by 43
inches, 51 oz).

BOTTOM RIGHT: Display of
shoes at Castle Farm Folk Mus-
eum. Marshfield, Chippenham:
one row has three donkey-shoes
and ¢ minigture shoe.

If the shoe is fullered all round, it
was probably made from factory-
fullered bar in most cases, When it
is fullered for the length of the
nail-holes, it was probably hand-
fullered.

Nail-holes were punched counter-
sunk: they number from five to
eight with usually four holes outside
and three inside. Size No. 6 (2%
inches long) nail was used for
hunters, and size No. 3 (1% inches
long) for racehorses.

Size: 5% by 4% inches up to 6 by
52 inches. Weight: 9-14 ounces.




TOP: Pair of ox-shoes with wavy-rimmed edges (A yiesbury Museum). CENTRE LEFT: American
cast ox-shoe from West Virginia, USA, with heavily

GHT: Part shoe fullered groove and calkins. (‘ENTRE
hmaln . of ox- with even rim and no calkin. BOTTOM LEFT: Veterinary shoe with te
' and extended bracke: to offer balanc

e, early nineteenth century. BOTTOM RIGHT:
Veterinary shoe with heel bar, seven nail-holes. ¢ 1900,
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A pair of lawn-shoes — overshoes made of leather with sewn leather soles and two straps
on each shoe to fit it to the hoof of the pony or horse, used for pulling a mowing machine

(early twentieth century).

OX, MULE, DONKEY AND SPECIAL SHOES

The ox was one of the earliest animals
to be used for agricultural purposes in
western Europe, this first occurring in
the neolithic period, while in Egypt it
could have been as early as 3,500 BcC.
Among ancient writers Columella de-
scribes a sandal of broom or wicker-
work for use on lame oxen, but in
England the earliest reference is prob-
ably that, dating from the eleventh
century, when Guibert de Nugent
mentions rustics who shod their oxen
like horses.

This must have been a reference to
the use of two separate plates on each
foot, as the foot of the ox is bifurcated,
so that one was needed for the outer
margins of each claw. Ox-shoes seldom
Survive to the same degree as horse-
zhoes because they are made of rela-
a;’gly thinner material than a horseshoe
quickthls rusts through much more
gy l}l'( The resultant fragments tend

100K more like broken sections of

29

horseshoes.

Metal ox-shoes have been replaced
in some areas of the Far East by rub-
ber cut from old motor tyres, which,
being flexible, will ‘give’ to the motion
of the ox’s foot. The ox-shoe, like the
horséshoe, has several types which
varied in shape from a plain bent piece
of strip iron to an elaborately shell-
shaped crescent with a clip.

Mule and donkey-shoes can usually
be distinguished from each other by the
frequently pointed heels of the mule-
shoe, so that it resembles a large metal
staple. It is possible that many have
ended up in gateposts acting as gate
catches after they served their primary
purpose. The donkey-shoe tends to be
similar to the horseshoe, but is smaller,
lighter (7-12 ounces) and longer 1n
relation to its width, similar to a school-
boy’s large magnet. In the nineteenth
century regular weekly. markets welll'e
held at Islington at which many of the






TOP LEFT: Large mule-shoe (22 o0z), pony-shoe
within, c¢. 1920; donkey-shoe (7 o0z); donkey-shoe
(3% o0z) (drawings from items in Hull Museum
Collection).

TOP RIGHT: Fitwygram shoe, made to over-
come stumbling with the toe slightly turned up and
a flat narrow shoe.

ABOVE: Items from the Samuel Lewis catalogue,
c. 1920: steel frost screws, cogs, etc, for use in
bad weather.

ABOVE LEFT: Mud shoe, made of a wooden
patten supported below by two metal bars. The
shoe is fixed to the hoof by means of the shaped
metal clips and tightened with a wing-nut.
LEFT: Stamped shoe, with eight holes and ad-
justable frog support. This hinged plate may be
raised or removed as necessary; late nineteenth
century.

BOTTOM LEFT: Veterinary horseshoe, fullered
with frog support, c¢. 18635.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Metal overshoe, used in bad
weather. This has a rim into which the horseshoe
fits and the heel-bar is then tightened with the nut

fo secure It.
[ o
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